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One  of  the  primary 
purposes  of  a  university 

yearbook  is  to  be 
self-reflexive— to  record 
noteworthy  events, 
people,  and  places  at  the 
university  throughout  the 

calendar  year. 
As  the  twentieth  century 
nears  completion  and  the 
millennium  approaches, 
that  role  expands 
from  an  effort  to  preserve 
a  single  year  to 
an  effort  to  record  an 
entire  century. 


This  century 
-the  1900s— 
is  USLs  century 
As  an  organism  that" 
grcws  and  develops  each 
year— sometimes 

progressing  in 
easily-visible  spurts, 

sometimes  in 
unnoticeable,  minute 
evolutions— the  university 
was  conceived  at  the 
end  of  the  19th  century 
and  opened  its  doors 
in  1900. 


Although  USL 
(known  as  SLI I— Southwest 

Louisiana  Industrial 
Institute  in  the  early  1 900s) 
started  out  as  not  much 
more  than  a  high  school 
with  about  100  students 
and  eight  faculty 
members,  it  has 
blossomed  into  an  entity 

that  has  grown 
significantly  in  a  relatively 
short  period  of  time. 
Almost  1 00  years  have 
passed  in  what  may 
seem  like  the  blink  of 
an  eye. 


other  than  producing 
o  yeorbook  thot  wos  inclusive 
of  scenes  or  moments  from  USL 
in  each  year  of  this  century 
—a  rather  large  and  daunting  undertaking 
this  year's  L'Acadien  staff  decided 
to  develop  a  text 
that  captured  the  gro\A/th, 
progress,  and  sense  of  time 
that  are  connected 
to  life  at  the  university. 


As  the  year  2000  approaches,  i 
many  people  are  apprehensive  i 
about  what  life  will  be  like  , 
in  the  next  century  \ 
after  the  threshold  of  1 999  i 
has  been  passed  through. 
Other  people  welcome  the  uncertainty 
that  such  a  watershed  event  brings,  , 
knowing  that  not  everyone  \ 
gets  to  see  the  onset  : 
of  a  new  century  j 


These  feelings 
of  indeterminacy 
were  prevalent  in  the  early  part 
of  this  century— when  USL  was  in  its  infancy 

a  time  of  vast  scientific, 
technological,  and  social  developments. 
And  these  feelings  are  present  today 
as  we  are  less  than  a  half  a  decade 
away  from  a  leap 
into  the  next  century— 
a  jump  into  the  unknown. 
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Likewise,  some  college  students 
ore  often  overcome 
with  the  multitude  of 
evolutions  and  revolutions  of  college  life 
and  the  apprehension 
of  what  comes  after  college, 
after  one  has  passed  through 
the  threshold  of  graduation. 


Other  students  enjoy 
ie  collision  of  worlds  or  time 
j    that  college  brings— 
ie  breaking  point  of  chang- 
ing from  college  student 
to  business  or 
career  professional. 


As  college  students, 

we  are  here 
to  better  ourselves— 
to  evolve,  to  develop, 
to  transform  ourselves— 
our  minds,  bodies, 
and  characters, 
all  while  trying  not  to 
become  static,  fixed,  and 
^  absorbed  into  the  larger  entity 
from  which  we  develop, 


The  L'Acadien  staff 
reminds  students  that 
the  cocoon  of  college 
is  but  one  process  that 
each  person  goes  through 

Here's  hoping 
that  we  all  break  from  our 
encasements  as  butterflies 
and  not  beetles. 
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FROM  CATERPILLAR  TO  BUHERFLY: 
Students  epitomize  the  metamorphosis  tha 
occurs  during  college.  They  are— or  a 
least  they  should  be— the  reason  non- 
students  have  an  association  with  USL 
Students  enter  college  "green"  and  in  four 
or  five  or  six  years  (or  more)  they  undergo 
many  physical,  emotional,  and  mental 
evolutions.  They  push  the  university  to 
^  ^  challenge  itself,  to  grow  wings  and  fly.  In 

'^^'^    turn,  the  university  works  to  help  energetic. 


young  organisms' 
highest  flight.^ 


in  time,  reach  their 


BIG  Brot 


G  Sister 


Big  Brothers  and  Big  Sisters 
is  a  selfless  program  which 
allows  students  to  enrich 
their  lives  by  positive  influ- 
ence in  the  lives  of  community 
kids  and  teenagers.  Student 
Big  Brothers  and  Sisters  act 
as  role  models  and  get  as  much 
out  of  the  sharing  experience 
as  the  children  in  the  pro- 
gram. 


LeSES  STUDENT  FUNDING 


In  1997.  KRV5.  rhc  USL  radio  station  underwent 
a  fraumatic  traivsfonration,  at  least  financially.  On 
Noveinber  25,  after  a  30-ininutc  debate,  the  Student 
Government  Association  withdrew  student  fundiiiy 
of  the  station. 

The  5QA  concluded  that  the  station  did  not 
serve  the  students  interests  adequately.  One  con- 
cern was  that  only  about  25  percent  of  the  student 
body  that  was  polled,  listened  to  the  radio  station. 
Many  students  had  not  even  heard  of  hvRVS  or 
Knew  that  USL  has  a  radio  station. 

Previously  a  referendum  each  year  collected 
50  cents  from  students  through  assessed  fees  to 
fund  the  radio  station.  This  money  helped  to  heep 
the  station  running,  and  to  meet  its  payroll  Due  to 
the  withdrawal  of  student  money  the  station  had  its 
budget  trimmed  by  about  $16,000.  KRVS  general  man- 
ager Dave  Spizalc  said  he  was  not  sure  how  the 
station  would  recoup  the  eliminated  funding. 

Another  referendum  that  would  essentially 
allow  students  to  buy  out  KRVS  was  put  before  the 
board.  However  SGA  President  Ted  Daigle  said  The 
referendum  would  not  be  approved  by  the  state  leg- 
islature in  time  to  put  it  on  the  spring  (1997)  ballot." 

If  approved,  the  referendum  would  give  stu- 
dents control  of  the  radio  station's  programming  and 
management  through  an  assessment  of  $10  per  fall 
and  spring  semester  and  $5  in  the  summer  semes- 
ter. 

There  are  some  other  steps  before  it  gets 
on  the  ballot,"  Daigle  said.  This  is  my  own  person- 
al estimation,  but,  I  don  t  thinh  it  will  make  it  as  far 
as  the  student  ballot." 

The  referendum  must  go  before  the  state  leg- 
islature which  oi^ly  meets  on  fiscal  matters  once 
every  two  years,  so  this  referendurn  could  not  go 
before  the  legislature  until  1996,  at  the  earliest. 


General  studies  senator  and  chairman  on  the 
KRVS  special  committee,  Brian  West,  issued  an  offi- 
cial recoinmendation  which  was  responsible  for  issu- 
ing the  survey  that  estimated  how  many  students 
listened  to  the  station.  "KRVS  is  not,  will  not,  and 
cannot  be  a  student  station,"  West  said.  Because  of 
this,  the  committee  recommended  that  the  referen- 
dum not  be  put  on  the  spring  1997  ballot  for  the 
election.  The  referendum  was  not  placed  ori  the  bal- 
lot by  a  16-4  vote. 

Dave  Slusher,  USL  student  and  KRVS  producer, 
made  yet  another  attempt  to  heep  KRVS  s  student 
funding.  Slusher  asserted  that  the  SGA  withdrew  the 
student  funding  for  the  station  without  putting  the 
issue  to  a  student  vote.  In  order  to  get  the  refer- 
endum back  on  the  ballot,  Slusher  was  required  1,760 
signatures  on  a  petition.  Slusher  obtained  1,763  signa- 
tures. When  ashed  how  he  felt  about  the  KRVS  sit- 
uation, Slusher  said,  "We  just  want  to  f^now  if  the 
students  want  us." 

The  KRVS  referendum,  which  called  to  rein- 
state the  50  cents  that  students  assess  themselves 
eacl\  fall  and  spring  semester,  failed  bv  a  627-1055 
student  vote.  The  Student  Government  Association 
then,  perhaps  permanently  withdrew  Its  fui^ding  of 
the  station. 

"We'll  just  have  to  derive  that  revenue  from 
somewhere  else,"  Spizale  said.  Furthcrtnore,  as  a 
result  of  reduced  funding,  Spizale  said  he  could  not 
promise  that  the  station's  seven  part-time  employ- 
ees would  t^eep  their  jobs.  He  maintained  that  the 
station  "will  try  everything  in  its  power  to  prevent 
that  from  happening." 

Even  the  KRVS  referenduin  failed,  most  offi- 
cials were  contact  with  the  idea  that  the  students 
were  able  to  cast  the  deciding  vote  with  respect  to 
the  station's  funding.  ^ 
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Outdoor  Activities 


hether  it  is  a  backyard  barbecue  with 
friends  or  a  night  on  the  town,  the  students  of  USL 
always  find  something  to  do  when  not  in  class  or  at 
work. 

"USL  offers  a  great  location,  be  it  for  parties  on 
the  strip  or  gatherings  with  fraternities  and  sororities," 
commented  Laurie  Derise.  It  is  a  unique  location,  so 
that  students  can  go  out  to  their  choice  of  bars  or  hang- 
outs without  even  getting  in  their  car. 

"We  have  what  we  call  girls  night  out,  and  guys 
night  out  .  This  is  when  the  squad  gets  together  and 
either  throws  a  party  or  gatherings  to  a  party,"  said 
Jessica  Arabie,  head  of  the  USL  cheerleaders. 

The  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  is  also 
located  next  to  a  section  of  locally  owned  and  operated 
bars.  This  street  is  called  "The  Strip."  It  offers  a  place 
for  students  to  gather,  no  matter  what  their  style  or  age. 
There  is  a  little  something  for  everyone. 

"Parties  enable  us  as  AKA  sisters,  to  stay  close  on 
and  off  campus,"  commented  Danielle  Frye,  an  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  sorority  sister. 

No  matter  who  you  are  or  what  you  do,  a  party  is 
always  a  time  to  just  let  loose  and  enjoy  yourself. 


I  or  years,  USL  students  have  frequented  a  three 
block  arena  that  consists  of  eight  bars,  which  is  known 
as  The  Strip.  There  has  been  controversy  after  contro- 
versy concerning  the  drinking  age,  crinnes,  and  events 
that  occur  in  and  around  The  Strip. 

This  year  alone.  The  Strip  has  been  the  site  of  two 
murders  and  countless  misdemeanors  all  associated  with 
or  happening  due  to  the  result  of  drinking.  One  of  the 
murders  happened  on  Mardi  Gras  day  outside  of 
Mako's.  The  victim,  Brian  Benoit,  was  shot  once  in  the 
chest  after  a  brief  encounter  with  two  men  who  were 
fighting.  Benoit  was  said  to  have  been  breaking  up  a 
fight  when  an  accidental  blow  hit  Floyd  Flugence. 
Flugence  walked  to  his  car  after  the  altercation,  retrieved 
a  gun,  returned  to  the  scene,  and  shot  Benoit.  Events 
like  these  are  rare,  but  nonetheless  one,  is  one  too  many. 

Recently,  there  has  been  a  crack  down  on  under 
age  drinking,  fighting,  and  loitering  Bar  owners  have 
taken  it  upon  themselves  to  hire  extra  security  to  insure 
that  their  patrons  are  safe  from  the  handful  of  trouble 
makers  that  make  there  way  out  to  The  Strip  every  night. 
The  Strips  popularity  no  doubt  has  to  do  with  its  proxim- 
ity to  USL.  Many  Students  who  live  in  the  dorms  or 
around  USL  are  able  to  walk  to  The  Strip  instead  of  hav- 
ing to  drive. 

The  Strip  is  not  and  has  not  always  been  known 
for  the   criminal  activity  that  occurs  there.  College  stu- 
dents enjoy  being  able  to  listen  to  some  of  their  favorite 
music  while  drinking  extremely  cheap  drinks.  The  recent 
murders  have  brought  about  several  changes  to  The 
Strip's  drinking  activities.  A  person  no  longer  is  allowed 
to  walk  into  or  out  of  a  bar  with  a  drink  and  police  are 
now  stationed  at  each  corner  of  the  three-block  area. 
Many  bars  have  enlisted  a  zero-tolerance  policy  for 
fighting,  which  simply  means  you  fight,  you  don't  come 
back.  Patrons  of  The  Strip's  bars  don't  seem  to  be  wor- 
ried about  the  criminal  activity.  The  bars  continually 
remain  busy  weekend  after  weekend,  even  after  a  mur- 
der has  taken  place  there. 

Most  people  return  because  they  are  out  at  The 
Strip  to  have  fun,  not  injure  or  harm  anyone.  The  Strip 
is  a  place  for  college  students  to  have  fun  and  forget 
about  school  for  a  while  and  not  worry  if  they  are  going 
to  get  shot  if  they  bump  into  the  wrong  person.  ^ 


A  uthoritiES 


f  you  are  one  of  the  estimated  2,000  students  that  ride  the  bus  everyday  to  school,  then  the 
following  scenario  should  not  be  all  that  new  to  you:  You  get  in  your  car,  rush  through  traffic  and 
pull  into  Cojun  Field  where  you  endlessly  search  for  a  decent  parking  spot.  Then,  after  parking 
what  seems  like  40  miles  away,  you  walk  to  the  bus  stop  and  wait  in  a  line  that  is  1  mile  long  just 
to  be  rounded  up  and  put  on  a  bus  like  cows  in  a  cattle  trailer.  After  finding  a  place  to  sit,  or,  more 
likely,  a  place  to  stand,  you  wait  another  5-10  minutes  before  the  bus  leaves  to  allow  those  later 
people  to  scurry  onto  the  bus.  Another  6-8  minutes  on  the  road,  depending  on  the  traffic,  and  you 
finally  reach  the  bus  stop  on  campus.  When  your  classes  are  through,  you  return  back  to  the  bus 
stop,  climb  on  board,  and  you  are  returned  right  back  to  the  place  that  you  originally  started  from. 

This  daily  routine,  for  some,  has  left  people  with  an  image  of  the  USL  Transit  System  as  being 
lifeless  and  lethargic.  But  what  about  those  who  drive  the  buses?  What  are  they  like  and  how  do 
they  feel  about  their  jobs?  For  those  of  you  who  have  ever  wanted  to  know,  the  answers  to  all  of 
your  questions  about  the  individuals  behind  the  wheels  of  the  buses  are  about  to  be  answered. 

Obviously,  there  are  drivers  who  are  students,  such  as  John  English,  a  25-year-old  civil  engi- 
neering major  from  Patterson,  and  then  there  are  those  who  are  not  students  and  work  for  Civil 
Service,  like  Richela  Moody,  from  Abbeville.  Both  of  these  individuals  have  one  thing  in  common — 
they  drive  the  students  to  and  from  school.  Yet,  their  attitudes,  experiences,  and  lives  differ  in  sev- 
eral ways. 

When  asked  how  they  became  bus  drivers  for  the  university,  both  answered  "Through  word 
of  mouth."  John  heard  it  from  the  old  head  bus  driver  and  decided  to  give  it  a  try.  "I  figured  that 
I  could  do  it  and  it  was  experience.  It  was  something  to  learn  and  something  new."  Richela 
already  had  her  license  to  drive  a  bus  because  her  father  was  a  school  bus  driver.  She  says,  "I'm 
in  Civil  Service. ..I  drive  the  bus  and  they  (the  university)  hired  me  through  that  so  that  I  can  work 
40  hours  a  week."  The  hours  that  they  work  each  day  depend  on  the  individual.  Since  Richela 
is  not  a  student,  she  drives  the  bus  from  7  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  John's  hours,  since  he  is  a  student,  vary 
per  semester. 


your  job?"appear  to  hove  conflicting  answers  from  John  and  Richela.  To  answer  the  first  question, 
John  replied,  "Sometimes,  but  most  of  the  time,  no,  because  we  have  to  deal  with  all  the  drivers  in 
Lafayette.  On  top  of  that,  the  students  aren't  receptive  sometimes.  When  they  are  waiting  in  long 
lines,  they  take  it  out  on  the  driver,  not  directly  or  verbally,  but  we  can  hear  them."  Richela  has  a  dif- 
ferent answer.  She  finds  her  job  easy.  "Probably  the  worst  thing  about  it  is  having  to  deal  with  the 
traffic." 

John's  reply  to  the  second  question  "Is  your  job  rewarding  was  simply,  "\  don't  know.  It's  hard 
to  say."  Richela,  on  the  other  hand,  said,  "Yes.  I  have  a  lot  of  people  that  tell  me  'Thank  you'  and 
that  helps." 

The  question,  "Do  you  enjoy  your  job?"  was  answered  "Yes"  by  both  but  John  went  on  to  say, 
"It's  better  than  most  jobs  because  you  get  to  work  around  your  classes;  something  that  you  can't  do 
with  other  jobs." 

Both  Richela  and  John  had  a  similar  worst  experience  while  driving  the  bus-  hitting  a  vehicle. 
Richela  said  that  she  was  coming  down  Rex  Street  on  a  very  rainy  day  and  hit  a  car.  John  said  that 
a  Coco-Cola  truck  was  parked  by  Follettes  and  he  took  off  one  of  the  truck's  side  mirrors.  John  was 
not  charged  for  the  accident. 

John  and  Richela  are  not  restricted  to  only  driving  the  buses  to  and  from  school.  The  USL  Transit 
System  has  been  asked  to  do  a  number  of  other  services,  such  as  bringing  the  football  team  to  and 
from  games.  John  says  that  his  most  memorable  experience  was  driving  the  media  around  during 
the  Summer  ^^^^^^^^^^^^Hj^^^^^^^^^kj^l^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

"They  I^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

(the  that 
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places  P^^^^''''^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Riding  the  bus  to  and  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^TlV 
from  school  can  be  a  pain,  H         /  ^HBH^^^^^'^^'^^fe^^     ^  ^^^^^^^^^^W 

as  many  students  know,  ■fc^-  .„„^^^  ^tHillitmm^  ■  ^ 

The  key  point  to  remember  is  that  the  buses  are  not  self  driven-  there  are  people  behind  the  wheel, 
making  it  their  business  to  get  students  back  and  forth  from  school  each  and  every  day.  Whether  it 
be  the  sweltering  Louisiana  heat,  the  cold  October  rain,  or  the  unrelenting  storms  that  frequently  pass 
through  this  area,  there  will  be  people  like  John  and  Richela  who  will  be  waiting  to  bring  students  to 

their  destinations.  story:  Danidle  Scdlan  photos:  Cwen  Aucom 


winter  wonderla 


tudents  are  expected  to  attend  classes  in  rain,  hail, 
wind,  and  ice.  WAIT!  Ice  in  Louisiana?  Normallij  uou  would  not 
expect  to  see  ice  covering  the  sidewalks  at  U5L,  out  last  Januartj, 
not  onltj  was  campus  frozen  over,  so  was  all  of  Lafatjette  and  much 
of  the  state. 

Although  USL  was  in  the  midst  of  its  last  few  datjs  of 
Christmas  vacation,  the  unexpected  winter  storm  was  creating 
chaos  on  campus.  Questions  were  being  raised  among  students 
and  the  housing  staff  on  whether  the  weather  would  Iceep  residents 
from  moving  back  into  the  dorms  in  time  for  classes.  Everijone 
feared  that — because  much  of  1-10  was  closed  due  to  ice  on  the 
roads — students  would  be  unable  to  return  to  campus  on  the 
scheduled  dates. 

Not  onlt)  was  there  havoc  on  campus,  but  the  ice  storm  was 
creating  chaos  around  town.  Since  ictj  weather  is  uncommon  in  this 
part  of  bhe  state,  life  comes  to  a  screeching  halt  when  the  unex- 
pected happens.  Roads  were  dangerous  to  travel  on  and  mantj 
were  closed.  Mantj  business  were  closed  due  to  the  fact  that 
emploLjees  could  not  make  it  into  work.  Residents  were  advised  to 
statj  home  if  at  all  possible.  But  home  was  not  a  pleasant  place  to 
be  for  much  of  the  communitu.  Power  lines  were  frozen  and  elec- 
tricittj  was  out  over  most  of  the  town  and  in  surrounding  areas. 

Even  though  the  freeze  was  creating  a  stand  still  in  general,  it 
was  also  making  a  wonderland  in  nature.  People  could  not  help  but 
notice  how  amazing  ice  made  evertjthing  look,  blades  of  grass  were 
covered  in  a  sheet  of  ice  and  pine  needles  were  enclosed  in  individ- 
ual '\c\c\&.  Daggers  of  ice  could  also  be  seen  dangling  from 
rooftops,  street  signs,  and  just  about  anuthingelse. 

After  a  few  datjs  andlong  cold  nights,  the  sun  came  out  and 
evertjthing  started  to  melt  awaij.  Grass  thawed  and  roads  became 
safe  to  travel  on  again.  The  winter  wonderland  was  gone,  and  stu- 
dents knew  that  classes  would  be  beginning  soon,   meq  were  glad 
to  see  the  ice  go,  tjet,  manij  wished  that  it  had  snowed  before  the 


r. 


ice.  storm  ended. 


/\  Pilgrimage  to  , 

Poverty  Point 


1 


There's  no  easy  way  to  get  to 
Poverty  Point.  My  journey  began  at  the 
corner  parking  lot  of  Madison  and  Doucet 
where  our  group  met  to  brave  the  trip 
together.  We  considered  ourselves  lucky  to 
be  joining  a  group  of  PP  seasoned  veter- 
ans. Surely  they  would  take  us  there  swiftly 
and  safely  After  numerous  stops  for  gas, 
trips  to  the  bathroom,  and  a  stop  at  Dairy 
Queen  for  a  Blizzard,  we  managed  to 
make  it  to  our  destination  in  5  hours. 
Driving  to  the  end  of  the  Earth?  Nope. 
Never  even  left  Louisiana. 

Poverty  Point  is  a  Neo-indian 
earthen  construction  in  the  eastern,  upper- 
most corner  of  the  state  of  Louisiana.  Dr. 
Jon  Gibson,  anthropologist  and  professor 
at  USL,  has  been  visiting  the  site  since 
he  was  6  years  old.  He  invites  his  stu- 
dents to  spend  a  weekend  in  the  state- 
funded  dorms  to  visit  the  area  and  get  some  first-hand  lecturing  about  its 
past.  All  were  required  to  bring  was  sleeping  gear  and  food.  The  beer  was 
lagniappe. 

After  moving  onto  our  bunks,  our  Saturday  afternoon  was  open  for 
us  to  do  whatever  we  liked,  with  one  hitch.  A  guest  speaker  gave  a  short 
lecture  about  his  work  in  Louisiana.  It  wasn't  so  bad,  even  for  a  non- 
anthropology  major  like  myself. 

That  night,  we  were  treated  to  Doc  Gibson's  world  famous  Harlan 
Burgers.  Not  being  a  big  fan  of  red  meat,  t  was  a  little  afraid.  IVlaybe  it  was 

the  atmosphere,  maybe  it  was  the  booze,  but  when  it  was  all  said  and 
done,  I  had  eaten  two  burgers  and  helped  in  devouring  a  big  bag  of 
Zapps  Honey  Bee-licous  chips. 

After  dinner,  everyone  bundled  up  and  went  outside.  Ignoring  all 
my  whining  about  having  absolutely  no  night  vision,  I  was  dragged  along 
on  this  excursion  by  my  newly-found  friends.  First,  we  set  out  to  spot 
Hale-Bopp  (which  nobody  could)  then  we  moved  on  to  visit  the 
Mounds. 

As  all  the  students  gathered  on  top  of  Mound  A,  other 
wise  known  as  the  Bird  Mound,  the  only  light  source  came 
from  the  moon  and  a  few  cigarette  lighters.  The  only  thing  I 
could  see  were  the  white  blooms  on 
the  dogwood  trees  and  whoever  happened  to  sit  next  to  me.  In  this  darkness,  a  group  of  us 
decided  to  go  over  to  Mound  B.  We  sat  on  top  of  the  smaller  mound  talking  of  ancient 
peoples  and  pondering  why  they  built  this  mound,  They  dug  dirt  with  sticks  and  loaded 
baskets  of  it  to  form  a  pile  that  reached  20ft.  high.  What  did  people  over  3,000  years  ago 
need  with  the  mound  we  sat  on  that  night?  We  found  out  later  that  Mound  B  was  a  cre- 
mation site. 

Doc  Gibson  led  us  on  a  walk-about  the  next  morning.  He  showed  us  their  dig  sites, 
explained  the  large  earthworks,  and  tried  to  give  us  and  idea  of  what  life  must  have  been 
like  that  long  ago.  Poverty  Point  was  not  only  the  largest  structure  of  its  time  but  also  a 
booming  commercial  center  The  data  collected  from  the  area  dates  activity  around  the 
site  to  1500  BC.  Despite  much  of  the  collected  information,  little  is  actually  known  of  the 
Poverty  Point  people  themselves.  But  we  had  a  fun  and  educational  weekend  pondering 
the  mystery  of  Poverty  Point.  ^ 


Story  and  Photos;  Gwen  Aucoin 
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You  would  not  normally 
hink  that  the  beginning  and 
end  of  a  college  career  could 
seem  so  close  together,  but  they 
do.  You  never  notice  how  quick- 
ly the  years  fly  by. 

Starting  the  college  experi- 
nce  begins  with  orientation.  In 
the  summer  before  your  fresh- 

an  year,  you  venture  to  a  place 
you  have  probably  never  seen, 
are  greeted  by  people  you  do  not 
know,  and  are  told  what  you  can 
expect  the  next  four  years. 
Being  welcomed  to  college  can 
low  your  mind.  It  is  a  whirl- 
ind  of  fun,  fees,  lines,  (USL 
ften  stands  for  U  Stand  in 
ine),  and  laughter.  Meeting 
omeone  who  will  become  your 
est  friend  during  your  entire 
collegiate  experience  can  be  a 
wonderful  relief  Knowing  what 
your  goals  are  tends  to  surprise 
everyone  who  has  done  this 
before. 

So  it  begins.  The  journey  of 
a  lifetime.  Joining  clubs,  having 
fun,  meeting  friends,  and  study- 
ing in  your  spare  time,  fill  your 
days  and  nights.  This  is  your  life 
for  the  next  few  years.  Just  as  it 
seems  your  first  semester  is 


ORIENTATION 


starting,  you  turn  around  and  your  eigiith  Mfiis  suddenly  ens 
seemed  to  have  changed.  College  does  not  seein  so  overwhelming^  although  texthdOks  ** 
wear  out  quicker  and  are  more  expensive  than  they  were' in  your  first  year  of  college. 

The  moment  you  have  been  striving  for  the  past  few  years  is  about  to  occur.  Just 
when  you  can't  take  anymore  late  nights  of  studying,  your  loan  debt  could  not  get  any 
larger  than  the  national  one,  and  your  ID  picture  could  not  seem  any  worse,  it  all  starts 
to  come  to  an  end. 


Graduation  is  a  mix  of  emotions.  It  is  about  going  to  a  place  in  your" 
that  you  have  never  seen,  meeting  people  you  have  never  met,  and  having  no  ^ 
idea  what  to  expect  out  of  the  next  fifty  years.  Saying  goodbye  to  that  friend  you 
met  the  fiirst  day  is  difficult.  Forgetting  the  meals  in  the  cafeteria,  and  the  class- 
es you  shared,  can  never  be  completely  accomplished.  You  are  filled  with  the 
dreams  of  what  the  future  holds  as  you  walk  up  to  receive  that  special  piece  of 
paper  on  graduation  day.  One  journey  of  a  lifetime  is  ending,  and  another  is 
beginning.  Where  did  the  time  go? 

by  Jennifer  Bridges 
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17-root  giraffe?  Have  (jou  ever  watched 
prairie  dogs  dig  tunnels  underground? 
Or  fiave  you  ever  fed  a  couple  of  lories? 
Well,  at  the  Zoo  of  Acadiana  you  can  do 
Just  this  and  a  whole  lot  more! 

The  marketing  manager  of  the  Zoo 
of  Acadiana,  Robin  Trench,  explained 
how  the  zoo  got  started  and  the  daily 
work  that  goes  into  making  the  zoo  an 
exciting  place  to  visit.  Trench  is  the  one  in 
charge  of  zoo  promotions,  special 
events,  advertising,  and  membership 
information. 

Except  for  in  the  spring — because 
of  the  many  school  groups  that  attend — 
the  zoo  employs  about  20  people  and 
about  five  or  six  of  these  employees  are 
keepers. The  keepers  feed  the  animals, 


keep  the  cages  clean,  and  inspect  the 
cages  for  any  needed  repairs.  In  order 
for  the  animals  not  to  get  bored,  and  to 
make  them  feel  as  though  they  were  in  a 
natural  habitat,  the  exhibits  are  often 


moved^^^^^^^Hf ood  will  be 

the  anim^^^^^H^  to  hunt  for  it. 

The  ^^^^ravored  animal  at  th- 
giraffe.  The  giraffe  is  not  only  loved  bt)  mant),  but  it  is 
also  what  the  zoo  represents.  The  Zoo  of  Acadia  na 
strongly  believes  in  personal  interaction  with  the  ani- 
mals. It  is  shown  by  the  numerous  opportunities  that 
people   have  to  feed  the  animals,  and  btj  allowing 


people  to  touch  the  animals. 

The  logo  of  the  zoo  is  a  human  fece  leaning 
towards  a  giraffe.  This  symbolizes  the  idea  that  the 
animals  love  human  attention,  and  that  people  can 
learn  more  when  they  get  up  close  and  interact  with 
the  animals.  It  is  less  likely  that  children  will  fear  ani- 
mals and  will  love  the  animals,  if  they  are  allowed  to 
touch  them  and  interact  with  them  on  a  one-to-one 
basis. 

The  Zoo  of  Acadiana  opened  about  five  years 
ago.  Life  long  residents  of  Acadiana,  Cable  and  Rose 


idea  into  motion.  The  Prejeans 
otic  bird  collectors,  andpeo- 
em  starting  a  zoo  because  of 
the  cjuantity  a^tttSmte  Prejeans  owned.  Well,  this 
did  not  seem  like  such  a  bad  idea  bein^  that  the  clos- 
est zoo  IS  located  In  baton  Rouge.  So,  in  orAer  to 
develop  ideas  of  what  they  would  want  in  a  zoo  and 
what  thetj  could  do  financially,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prejean 
spent  their  time  attending  seminars,  conferences,  and 
iting  several  zoos.  Home  Savings  believed  in  the 
^t  and  helped  with  the  expenses  the  Prejeans 
ot  cjuite  afford,  in  orAcr  for  the  zoo  to  get 
d. 

The  zoo  is  completeltj  privately  funded,  meaning 
the  cittj  and  state  do  not  financially  support  the 
Zoo  of  Acadiana.  Therefore,  the  zoo  totally  depends 
on  admissions  and  donations.  There  really  is  a  lot 
more  at  the  zoo  than  most  people  would  think. 

The  zoo  has  more  than  /^O  animals  from  ^  con- 
tinents, and  represents  more  than  120  different 
species  in  a  57  sere  setting.  The  zoos  hours  are  from 
5>  A.M.  to  ^F.M.  seven  days  a  week  and  is  located  right 
off  of  the  New  iberia  highway.  And  a  little  birdie  said 
that  there  was  going  to  be  an  orangutan  coming  to  the 

zoo    soon,    so  go 
check  it  out  and 
bring  a  friend 
or  two!  ^ 
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C0LLE<5E-A  PLACE  70  BE  FPEE  FPOM  THE 


PElcJNS  OF  PAPEN7S  AMP  AOOLl  SOPEPVISION-OF 
COUPSE  IMAT'S  IF  YOU  OON'T  LIVE  IKI  7ME  POPMS.  A 
BPIEF  IWaUlpy  INTO  TfJE  OEFINITIONS  OF  POPMllOpy 
ANP  APAPTMENT  LIVIM<5  YIELOEP  QUITE  CONVINCING 
PESULIS. 

POPMllOpy  BY  PEFINITION  MEANS  LIVIN<5  COAP- 
TEPS 10  BE  SHAPEP,  WHILE  APAPTMENl  LIVING  MEANS 
POOMS  TO  PPEPAPE  A  MOUSEMOLP  IN.  IF  BY  CMANCE, 
WE  WEPE  TO  ONLY  PELY  ON  TME  PEFINITION  OF  THE 
TWO,  WE  WOULP  PPOBABLY  CMOOSE  APAPTMENT  LIV- 
ING. ALTMOUGM  POPM  LIVING  GETS  A  BAP  PAP,  TMEPE 
APE  MANY  APVANTAGES  ANP  SOCIAL  POSITIVES  TO  BE 
OBTAINEP  BY  SPENPING  A  SEMESTEP  OP  TWO  IN 
THEM. 

ONE  OF  TME  APVANTAGES  IN  POPM  LIVING  IS  THAT 
YOU  APE  PUT  IN  TME  POSITION  TO  EXPANP  YOUP  SOCIAL 
MOPIZON.  TME  POPM  FOPCES  YOU  TO  MEET  PEOPLE 
WMO,  IN  MOST  LIICELYMOOP,  YOU  WOULP  NEVEP  MEET 
ANOTMEP  APVANTAGE  IS  TMAT  YOU  APE  PIGMT  ON  CAM- 


PUS.  BEIN<5  ON  CAMPUS  ALSO  MEANS  YOU  PON  T  HAVE  TO  WAICE  UP 
TEN  TO  FIFTEEN  MINUTES  EAPLIEP  TMAN  NECESSARY  TO  LOOK  FOP 
A  PAP|CIN<5  SPACE  OP  A  FPEE  BIfCE  PAC»C. 

APAPTMENT  LIVIN<5  S  AC)VANTA<5ES  TO  MOST  STUPENTS  FAP 
0UTWEI<5M  TMOSE  OF  POPM  LIVIN<5.  WITM  APAPTMENT  LIVIN<;,  YOU 
MAVE  THE  FPEEPOM  TO  COME  ANP  <50  AS  YOU  PLEASE,  STUPY  IN  A 
SEMI-QUIET  ENVIRONMENT,  ANP  APAPTMENT  LIVING  ALSO  ELIMI- 
NATES THE  PPEAPFUL  WALK  OF  PEATM  TO  TME  POTTY  FACILITIES. 

MELANIE  MCCAPTMY,  A  JUNIOP  IN  MAP|CETIN<5,  SAIP  TMAT 
ALTM0U<5M  POPM  LIVIN<;  MAPE  IT  EASIER  TO  ATTENP  CLASS,  IT 
MAPE  IT  MAPPEP  TO  STUPY,  FEEL  PELAXEP,  ANP  EAT  HEALTHY- 
MELANIE  SAIP  TMAT  EATIN<5  HEALTHY  WAS  ALMOST  IMPOSSIBLE  TO 
PO,  PUE  TO  THE  KITCHENS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  POPMS  ANP  THE  FOOP 
BEIN^  SEPVEP  IN  THE  CAFETERIA.  THE  MAJORITY  OF  STUPENTS 
THAT  WERE  INTERVIEWEP  A^REEP  THAT  APARTMENT  LIVIN<5  WAS 
THE  BEST  CHOICE  OF  THE  TWO.  MOST  OF  THEM  ALSO  A0REEP  THAT 
WHILE  APARTMENT  LIVIN0  0IVES  YOU  THAT  EXTRA  FREEPOM  TO 
COME  ANP  <50  AS  YOU  PLEASE,  IT  POES  NOT  <5IVE  YOU  THE  OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO  MEET  A  VARIETY  OF  PEOPLE  AS  PO  THE  PORMS. 

RITA  SOILEAU,  A  CHEMICAL  EN<5INEERIN<5  <5RAPUATE  STUPENT, 
SU^<5ESTEP  THAT  ALL  STUPENTS  THINK  ABOUT  LIVIN<5  IN  THE 
PORMS  THEIR  FIRST  OR  SECONP  SEMESTER  SHE  SAIP  BY  LIVIN<5  IN 
THE  PORMS  SHE  LEARNEP  WHO  SHE  COULP  LIVE  WITH,  ANP  WHAT 
RULES  SHE  COULP  PUT  UP  WITH. 

SO,  ALTHOUGH  PORM  LIVIN<5  SHOULP  BE  EXPERIENCEP,  A  PER- 
MANENT STAY  WHILE  IN  C0LLE<5E  MAY  NOT  BE  FOR  ALL  STUPENTS. 
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SPORTING  A  NEW  LOOK: 
The  essence  of  sports  is  action^ — movemen 
that  demands  pace,  precision,  and  skill. 
Participation  in  athletics  is  a  form  of 
expression  that  combines  the  efforts  of  the 
mind  and  the  body.  In  sports,  a  single 
play,  game,  season,  or  career  can  trans- 
form a  person's  life,  leaving  an  imprint  on 
others — an  impression  that  can  last  for 
decades. Through  sports,  we  are  most 
alive.  We  are  able  to  get  the  most  out  of 
ourselves  and  lead  others  to  do  more  than 
they  ever  thought  possible,       '  j 
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JVIotivarion  and  leadership  seem  to  flow  from  USL's  new  head 
basketball  coach. 

Coach  Jessie  Evans  comes  to  USL  from  the  University  of  Arizona, 
where  he  was  an  assistant  coach  on  their  national  championship  team 
in  the  1996-1997  season.  Along  with  Evans'  ability  to  motivate  and 
lead,  he  also  has  ambition.  He  wants  to  be  the  leader  of  a  team.  He 
wants  to  molci  a  team  in  his  own  style  of  basketball.  That's  what 
brought  him  to  USL. 

"Well,  number  one — head  coaching  position,"  Evans  said  in  list- 
ing the  criteria  that  helped  him  decide  on  USL.  "And,  some  of  the 
things  that  Eve  always  looked  for  in  my  pursuit  of  a  head  coaching 
position  are  warm  climate,  good  support,  great  facilities  and  a  school 
that  is  conscientious  academically. " 

"USL,  in  my  estimation,  was  major  A+  in  all  those  areas.  I  love 
the  climate  down  here,  and  humidity  doesn't  bother  me.  After  all,  I 
am  used  to  hot  weather,"  Evans  said  with  a  smile. 

Recruiting  is  a  major  factor  for  any  coach  because  the 
number  of  scholarships  he  or  she  has  to  hand  out  is  limit- 
ed. So,  recruiting  is  crucial  to  building  a  good  team,  and 
Evans  said  USL's  team  will  benefit  from  his  recruiting 
efforts.  "We  completed  our  recruiting,  and  we  signed  four  players. 
One  junior  college  All-American,  and  three  high  school  kids.  So,  we 
are  complete.  We  have  five  returning  seniors  that  are  going  to  be  the 
focal  point  of  our  team,"  Evans  said. 

Love  of  the  game  and  the  necessary  skills  to  play  at  the  university  level  are  important  to 
Evans,  but  he  stresses  academics  as  the  key  to  his  young  players  futures.  "Once  you  get  to  your 
senior  year,  I  want  you  to  be  so  close  to  that  degree  that  you  can  taste  it,"  he  said. 

Academic  standards  must  be  met  to  enter  USL  and  play  for  Evans.  Players  must  meet  the 
normal  NCAA  academic  standards  on  SAT  and  ACT  tests  and  have  at  least,  "a  2.5  in  your  core 
classes;  English,  science,  math,  history,  foreign  languages  and  those  types  of  classes,"  Evans  said 
about  the  standards  required  to  qualify  for  USL. 

But,  the  new  coach  has  his  own  standards  and  goals  for  his  players.  Evans  wants  his  players 
to  graduate  from  USL,  so  he  takes  a  hard  look  at  prospects.  "Once  they  get  here,  they  have  to 
be  matriculating  through  college.  For  instance,  they  have  to  pass  at  least  24  units  every  year, 
Evans  said.  "Then,  I  will  require  them  to  go  a  step  beyond  that.  The  guys  coming  in  know 
that  1  want  them  to  pass  at  least  30  units  each  year." 

Evans  said  that  such  a  small  percentage  of  college  basketball  players  go  on  to  play  in  the 
pros  that,  "you've  got  to  get  your  degree." 

So,  USL's  new  basketball  coach  examines  each  potential  players'  qualifications  academically, 
and  in  regard  to  basketball  skills.  "Sometimes,  we  are  probably  going  to  have  kids  come  in  and 
visit  our  campus,  and  we  are  going  to  find  out,  not  only  that  they  will  like  some  other  program 
more  than  they  like  us,  but  we  are  going  to  find  out  after  they  visit  us  for  48  hours  that  we 
aren't  going  to  like  them.  Because,  they  are  not  going  to  fit  in  to  the  type  of  player  and  the  type 
of  person  that  we  want  on  out  basketball  team,  and  the  type  of  person  that  we  want  in  our 
community.  So,  we  are  going  to  be  looking  at  them  just  like  they  are  going  to  be  looking  at 
us,"  Evans  said. 

Building  a  successful  basketball  program  takes  time  and  effort  from  the  coaching  staff  and 
the  players.  It  will  also  take  plenty  of  support  from  the  students  and  the  community  to  reach 
the  final  four. 

"First  things  first.  That's  what  we  plan  to  do.  Step  by  step,"  Evans  said  in  describing  the 
process  that  he  envisions  leading  to  more  glory  for  the  USL  basketball  program.  ^ 
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A  SEASON 


CAJUNS  TRANSFORM  LEADERSHIP 
AFTER  A  DISAPPOINTING  SEASON 

The  1996-97  USL  bas- 
ketball season  involved 
a  transformation  at  the 
top  level — a  metamor- 
phosis that  some  fans 
had  been  seeking  for 
years.  With  a  host  of 
young  talent  and  a 
favorable  schedule,  the 
Cajuns  entered  the  sea- 
son hoping  to  return  to 
their  winning  ways  of 
years  past.  By  the  end  of 
the  season,  the  team 
would  suffer  through 
multiple  losing  streaks 
only  to  completely  self- 
destruct  in  the  final 
game  of  the  season.  That 
disintegration  led  to  a 
change  in  Marty 
Fletcher's  tenure  as 
head  coach  of  the  pro- 
gram. 


OF 


Marty  Fletcher  was  unable  to  motivate 
the  Cajuns  in  1  997 


In  many  ways,  the  season  was  over  just  as  it  had  started.  The  Cajuns  lost  six 
straight  games  to  open  the  year — including  a  96-70  opening-night  loss  to 
Florida  State — and  never  really  recovered,  finishing  the  season  below  .500. 
Against  FSU,  the  Cajuns  shot  less  than  35  percent  fi-om  the  floor,  and  FSU 
also  out  rebounded  the  Cajuns  52-26.  "Obviously,  we  didn't  shoot  well,"  said 
Marty  Fletcher.  "And  we  just  got  outmanned  tonight." 

Senior  Richard  Mauzey  (who  averaged  8.7  points  and  4.8  rebounds  on  the 
year)  scored  18  in  the  opening  loss,  and  junior  Reggie  Poole  added  7  rebounds. 
In  the  third  game  of  the  year,  Marshall  came  fi-om  behind  to  beat  USL  71-61 
before  only  2,724  fans  in  the  Cajundome. 

In  a  loss  to  Ohio  State,  junior  forward  Chris  Manuel  pumped  in  25  points, 
but  it  wasn't  enough  as  the  Cajuns  fell  94-88.  Twenty-four  turnovers  cost  the 
Cajuns  the  contest. 

After  the  0-6  start,  USL  won  four  in  a  row  to  give  fans  a  little  hope  for  a 
successful  season.  In  the  first  USL  win  of  the  year,  Poole  took  the  team  on  his 
shoulders  and  scored  30  points  and  pulled  down  19  rebounds.  The  Cajuns' 
mini-streak  was  capped  by  a  84-63  home  win  against  Southern  Mississippi.  In 
that  game,  Mauzey  again  stepped  up  big  as  he  scored  25  points.  "We  played  the 
way  Ragin'  Cajun  basketball  is  supposed  to  be  played,"  Mauzey,  who  made 
seven  of  10  three-pointers  in  the  contest,  said.  "That  was  one  of  the  funnest 
games  we've  played  this  year,"  said  junior  Chris  Manuel,  who  scored  19  in  the 
contest. 

Midway  through  the  season,  USL  stood  at  6-8,  but  four  consecutive  losses 
to  Sun  Belt  Conference  opponents  in  late  January  sealed  the  Cajuns'  fate.  After 
a  100-76  loss  to  arch-rival  New  Orleans,  USL's  record  stood  at  7-12.  But  more 
importantly,  the  team  lost  the  services  of  junior  point  guard  Chris  Snowden 
who  suffered  a  sprained  ankle  in  the  game.  "We  were  devastated  by  the  loss," 
Fletcher  said.  "We  got  beat  very  badly.  But  we  lost  to  an  excellent  team." 

After  a  82-57  loss  to  Louisiana  Tech,  USL's  record  stood  at  9-14  and  7-8  in 
conference.  "We  just  have  to  keep  our  heads  up  now  and  try  to  get  some  wins 
before  the  tournament,"  Manuel  said. 


"We  are  a  team  with  limitations,  and  we  weren't  able  to  overcome 
those  against  Louisiana  Tech,"  Coach  Fletcher  said.  "We're  not  a  high-per- 
centage type  of  team,  so  we've  got  to  get  off  more  shots  than  our  oppo- 
nents." 

Perhaps  most  disappointing  and  hurtful  to  fans  and  players  alike,  was 
the  manner  in  which  the  Cajuns  completed  the  year.  The  Cajuns  finished 
the  season  at  11-5  and  9-9  in  conference.  In  the  Sun  Belt  Conference 
Tournament,  USL  slipped  past  South  Alabama  56-53  before  self-destruct- 
ing in  a  66-39  loss  to  South  Alabama.  The  loss  to  South  Alabama  on 
March  1,  showed  a  Cajun  club  that  had  given  up  on  the  season  and  them- 
selves. The  Cajuns  scored  only  10  points  in  the  second  half  of  the  game  and 
shot  only  24  percent  from  the  floor. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  season,  Marty  Fletcher  and  USL  gave  up  on  each 
other,  as  it  was  decided  that  Fletcher  would  not  return  for  the  1997-98  sea- 
son. Fletcher  left:  behind  an  1 1-year  176-146  record  and  two  tournament 
bids.  But,  he  also  left  behind  a  Cajundome  that  was  less  than  a  quarter  full 
during  the  season,  as  the  Cajuns  averaged  only  2,925  fans  per  home  game 
during  his  final  season.  After  20-win  campaigns  in  1989-90,  1990-91, 
1991-92,  and  1993-94,  Fletcher's  squad  won  only  35  games  over  the  past 
three  seasons  while  losing  50  games.  Fletcher's  career  record  is  231-221. 

On  the  year,  the  Ragin'  Cajuns  shot  a  sub-par  41  percent  from  the 
floor,  including  3 1  percent  from  behind  the  three-point  line.  At  the  charity 
stripe,  USL  managed  67.5  percent.  Junior  center  Reggie  Poole  led  the 
squad  in  scoring  (16  ppg)  and  rebounding  (10.3).  Poole  was  named  to  the 
All-Sun  Belt  Conference  team  after  the  season.  "Before  the  season,  I  set 
some  goals,"  Poole  said.  "One  of  those  goals  was  to  make  the  all-conference 
team,  and  I'm  proud  of  that.  I  consider  myself  to  be  an  all-around  player. 
Whatever  it  takes  to  win  on  the  court,  I'll  do  it." 

Fellow  junior  Chris  Manuel  chipped  in  15.4  points  per  game  and  5.6 
boards  per  contest.  Conley  Verdun  added  14.3  ppg,  and  Casey  Green  aver- 
aged 1 1 .3  points  on  the  year.  ^ 
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USL  women's  basketball  coach  Gay 
Nix  isn't  used  to  losing.  The  former 
state  championship  high  school  coach 
hoped  to  turn  the  USL  program  around 
in  her  first  year  after  the  team  went, 
16-142  in  the  five  years  before  she 
arrived.  But  the  squad  endured  a  long 
season  filled  with  several  20  and  30- 
point  losses. 

USL  opened,  and  finished  the  sea- 
son in  similar  fashion  — with  poor 
shooting  and  multiple  turnover  games, 
a  lethal  combination  that  led  to  the 
Lady  Cajuns  getting  blown  out  several 
times  during  the  year.  Against 
Louisiana  Tech  in  the  first  game  of  the 
season,  USL  was  outmatched  and  lost 
32-79.  Game  two  against  Texas  San 
Antonio  was  not  much  better  as  USL  fell 
38-63,  committing  31  turnovers  in  the 
contest. 

"We  weren't  blocking  out  and 
putting  a  body  on  them,"  Nix  said. 
"Once  again,  our  execution  on  offense 
along  with  turnovers  hurt  us.  We're 
going  to  hove  to  do  a  better  job  of 
coming  out  and  executing  both  offen- 
sively and  defensively  for  40  minutes." 
In  the  third  game  of  the  season,  USL 


came  close,  but  lost  to  Louisiana 
College  56-62.  The  Lady  Wildcats 
outscored  the  Lady  Cajuns  1  1  -2  in  the 
last  3:33  to  take  the  win. 

"I  just  feel  like  it  should  have  been 
our  game,"  Nix  said.  "I  feel  like  we 
gave  them  an  early  Christmas  present 
and  even  gift-wrapped  it  for  them. 
They  out  hustled  us  and  got  offensive 
rebounds.  We  just  let  them  have  too 
many  offensive  rebounds  and  gave  it 
away." 

Brandy  Allen  led  USL  with  1 6 
points,  and  Suzanne  Lopinto  con- 
tributed 1 2  points  and  6  assists.  The 
loss  extended  USL's  losing  streak  to  21 
games,  going  back  to  the  1 995-96 
season. 

After  a  38-81  loss  to  Tulane,  Nix 
began  to  see  some  improvement.  "I 
felt  like  for  the  first  time  this  year,  we 
came  out  and  played  with  the  type  of 
intensity  we  needed  to  play  with,"  she 
said.  "We  played  hard,  and  we 
played  physical.  We  just  couldn't 
throw  it  in  the  ocean." 

The  Lady  Cajuns  next  faced  Virginia 
Intermont,  scoring  a  59-36  win. 

After  their  first  win  of  the  season. 


USL  then  lost  1  3  straight  games  to  post 
a  1  -1  7  record  overall. 

In  game  seven  of  the  seoson,  the  Lady 
Cajuns  suffered  a  98-55  thrashing  by 
Sam  Houston  State.  USL  hit  on  four  of  its 
first  five  shots  to  take  a  1 0-5  lead  but  hit 
only  four  of  their  next  20  shots  in  the 
first  half.  The  Lady  Cats  took  a  47-27 
lead  at  halftime  and  hit  56.5  percent 
from  the  field  for  the  game  to  USL's  31.3 
percent.  Brandy  Allen  topped  USL  scor- 
ers with  1 0  points. 

Against  1  8-ranked  Western  Kentucky, 
the  Lady  Cajuns  shot  only  29  percent 
and  committed  34  turnovers  in  a  38- 
point  loss.WKU  broke  the  game  open, 
outscoring  USL  20-0  to  end  the  first  half. 
USL  was  0-3  against  the  Lady  Toppers 
on  the  year  and  scored  only  38,  30, 
and  36  points  in  those  three  games. 

After  a  58-59  loss  to  Lamar,  Coach 
Nix  still  remained  optimistic  for  team 
growth  and  improvement.  "I  was 
pleased  with  the  way  we  kept  coming 
back  against  Lamar,"  she  said. 
"Whenever  we  fell  behind,  we  would 
scrap  back  and  find  a  way  to  get  back 
in  the  gome."  Brandy  Falgoust  finished 
the  game  with  16  points.  Jade  Landry 


collected  10  rebounds  and  five  assists 
against  the  Lady  Cardinals. 

A  80-59  win  over  Texas-Pan 
American  gave  the  Lady  Cajuns  o  small 
taste  of  what  it's  like  to  be  on  the  win- 
ning side  of  a  blowout.  "We  were  play- 
ing well  as  o  team  and  communi- 
cating," said  Brandy  Allen,  who  scored 
1 7  points  in  the  game.  "We  came 
together,  and  there  was  no  selfishness 
there.  We  were  looking  for  the  open 
person  and  making  the  extra  pass 
instead  of  looking  to  shoot." 

Her  teammate  Brandy  Falgoust  scored 
1  1  of  her  18  points  in  the  first  half  of 
the  game  to  get  USL  off  to  a  fast  start. 
"We  talked  before  the  game,  and  our 
goal  was  to  get  the  ball  down  low  and 
get  their  big  girls  in  foul  trouble," 
Falgoust  said.  The  Cajuns  had  defeated 
Texas-Pan  American  58-53  earlier  in  the 
year  and  had  four  players  in  double  fig- 
ures for  the  first  time  on  ihe  yecr  in  llie  80-59 
win. 

The  combination  of  promising  starts 
followed  by  cold  shooting  and 
turnovers  plagued  USL  Lady  Cajuns  the 
entire  year.  Against  McNeese  State  late 


in  the  year,  USL  was  outscored  33-8  in 
the  final  four  minutes  of  the  first  half  to 
finish  the  game  on  the  losing  end  of  a  44- 
81  score. 

Instead  of  improving  over  the  course 
of  the  year,  the  team  failed  to  become 
more  competitive  as  the  season  pro- 
gressed. The  fi  nal  game  of  the  year 
was  the  most  disappointing,  as  USL  lost 
36- 1 03  to  Western  Kentucky.  The  Lady 
Cajuns  trailed  52-23  at  the  half  and 
shot  just  1 8.5  percent  from  the  floor  in 
the  second  half.  USL  was  also  outscored 
21-0  to  end  the  game  and  the  year. 

"I  think  this  was  one  of  our  poorer 
efforts  this  year,"  Nix  said.  "We  were 
very  cold  in  shooting  in  the  second  half, 
and  turnovers  plagued  us  all  year  long. 
I  guess  our  most  consistent  thing  this 
year  is  being  inconsistent.  We've 
played  great  in  some  games  and 
haven't  shown  up  to  play  in  some  oth- 
ers. This  is  one  of  the  worst  efforts  we've 
had  this  season." 

The  67-point  loss  to  Western 
Kentucky  to  end  the  year  was  the  worst 
defeat  since  USL  lost  to  Louisiana  Tech 


1 1 1  -40  in  the  second-to-last  game  of  the 
1 995-96  season. 

On  the  year,  USL  was  outscored  by 
an  average  of  75.7-  48.4.  The  team 
shot  .315  percent  from  the  field  and 
.671  from  the  charity  stripe.  Brandy 
Allen  led  the  squad  with  9.6  points  per 
game.  Brandy  Falgoust  added  8.6  points 
and  5. 1  rebounds. 

With  at  least  8  new  players  set  for 
the  1 997-98  season,  including  6'-6" 
junior  college  transfer  standout, 
Natisha  Ferguson,  look  for  the  Lady 
Cajuns'  win  total  to  rise  significantly. 
Ferguson,  who  will  tie  a  school  record 
as  the  tallest  player  in  a  Cajun  uniform, 
matching  6'-6"  Donna  Conder  (1986- 
87),  averaged  1 9.5  points  and  1 7 
rebounds  for  the  Lady  Lakers  of 
Sullivan  College  in  Louisville.  ^ 
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After  a  cold  start,  the  Lady  Cajuns  finally  found  their  game  faces 
and  put  together  another  sparkling  year  and  a  trip  to  the  post 
season  that  included  hosting  yet  another  regional  tournament. 
The  Lady  Cajuns  finished  1996  at  46-10  and  fifth  in  the  Women's  College 
World  Series.  Having  lost  five  seniors,  two  of  which  were  All-Americans, 
the  Lady  Cajuns  seemed    ready  for  a  sub-par  year—at  least  by  USL  stan- 
dards. Returning  just  four  starters  and  welcoming  six  freshmen,  1997 
was  a  year  of  transition  and  rebuilding.  Someone  forgot  to  tell  the  Lady 

Cajun  that  rebuilding  usually  translates  into  losing  seasons, 
USL  began  the  season  ranked  No.  7  in  the  country,  "Respect,  Pure  and  sim- 
ple respect,"  Head  Coach  Yvette  Qirouard  said  of  the  preseason  ranking, 
"It's  a  little  higher  than  I  expected,  I  thought  maybe  Top  20,  but  not  the  Top  10," 

better  late 

That  ranking  was  tested  early  as  the  Cajuns  fell  to  7-8  early  in  the  sea- 
son after  a  mistake-plagued  Louisiana  Classics  Tournament  and  a  double 
header  sweep  by  Northeast  Louisiana,    "It  was  an  ugly,  ugly  weekend," 
Head  Coach  Yvette  Qirouard  said  after  a  4-3  loss  to  Baylor,  "We  didn't 
have  good  pitching.  We  made  way  too  many  defensive  mistakes.  We  made  too 
many  outs.  And  I  didn't  do  a  very  good  job  coaching," 
The  team  accomplished  a  180-degree  turnaround  after  the  loss  to 
Northeast  as  they  won  seven  games  in  a  row.  In  a  game  against  Nicholls 
State,  senior  first  baseman  Stephanie  DeFeo  drove  in  five  runs,  includ- 
ing the  game  winner,  as  freshman  Kim  Dunlap  picked  up  the  win, 
USL  entered  the  Pony  Invitational  at  15-8  and  ranked    22nd  in  the 
nation.  The  tournament  was  unkind  to  the  Lady  Cajuns  as  they  won  only 
once,  and  lost  four  times  in  the  tournament  to    return  home  at  16-12,  two 

more  losses  than  they  suffered  in  all  of  1996, 
The  team  found  their  niche  and  stayed  red  hot  the  rest  of  the  year  winning 

than  never 

28  of  32  contests,  finishing  the  regular    season  at  44-16, 
The  big  turnaround  was  in  the  Princeton  Invitational  in  which  USL  won 

five  games  and  outscored  opponents  19-4  in  the  tournament.  In  the 
championship  game,  Clendenin  pitched  a  one-hitter  and  Lori  Osterberg 
drove  in  both  runs  in  a  2-0  victory,  "it  feels  good  to  win  a  tournament 
title,"  Qirouard  said.  "We've  played  really  well  the  last  three  weeks. 
We're  starting  to  get  some  breaks,  and  we  made  the  most  of  the 
opportunities  we  had  this  weekend.  And  I'm  happy  for  our  players. 

These  kids  worked  really  hard," 
A  win  against  Northwestern  State  put  USL  at  34-14  with  a  nine-game  win- 
ning streak,  "I  thought  we  did  what  we  had  to  do  tonight,"  Qirouard  said. 
"We  were  swinging  the  bat  well,  seeing  the  ball  pretty  good.  And  we're 

going  to  need  this  momentum," 

44 


\ 

I 

Against  McNeese  in  Lake  Charles,  Tiffany  Clark  collected  four  RBIs  and 
hit  her  first  career  home  run  as  senior,  pitcher  Jennifer  Clendenin 

picked  up  her  22nd  win  on  the  year. 
In  the  second  game  of  a  doubleheader  against  Centenary,  DeFeo  hit  a 
grand  slam  in  a  10-2  win  to  give  the  Cajuns  41  wins  on  the  year.  The 
Cajuns  pounded  out  34  hits  in  the  doubleheader  win. 
At  season's  end,  a  doubleheader  against  LSU  epitomized  the  Lady  Cajuns' 
season.  In  the  first  game,  LSU  won  a  squeaker  1-0  before  USL  came  back 


with  a  vengeance  to  post  an  11-2  trouncing  before  1,328  fans  in 
Lafayette,  USL  and  LSU  last  met  in  softball  action  16  years  ago, 
'This  hasn't  been  a  typical  Lady  Cajun  team,  but  our  destiny  is  in  our 
hands,"  Qirouard  said,  "For  a  while,  I  was  not  sure  of  the  personality  of 
this  team,"  she  said  of  her  six-freshmen  team. 
In  the  weekend  Regional  action,  USL  beat  UCLA  4-1  on  Friday,  and  on 
Sunday,  USL  needed  only  a  single  victory  against  the  Bruins  to  qualify 
for  the  World  Series.    But  UCLA  put  together  two  impressive  shutout  wins 
9-0  and  3-0,  to  keep  USL  at  home  and  one  step  from  the  World  Series. 
"Right  there  is  probably  why  they  (UCLA)  are  eight-time  champions," 
Qirouard  said.  "They  made  the  plays  they  had  to  make.  After  the  Louisiana 
Classics,  I  never  thought  we'd  be  in  this  position.  My  hat  is  off  to  them," 
Girouard  said  of  her  players,  "This  is  the  grittiest  team  I've  ever  had." 
The  Lady  Cajuns  placed  seven  players  on  the  All-State  squad,  including 

Jennifer  Clendenin  (29-13,  1.05  ERA,  274  innings  pitched,  212  strike- 
outs), Stephanie  DeFeo  (.350,  15  HRs,  61  RBI,  41  walks,  .696  slugging  per- 
centage, .480  on-base-percentage),  and  Freshman  of  the  Year  Tiffany  Clark 

(,385,  36  RBI,  16  doubles)  on  the  first  team.  Others  named  to  All-State 
were  Kelli  Bruce  (.276,  7  HR,  28  RBI,  11  SB),  Lori  Osterberg  (.364,  3  HR,  37 
RBI,  .511  slugging  percentage),  Lana  Jimenez  (.291,  4  doubles,  8  triples, 
28  RBI),  and  Joni  Podhorez  (.353,  23  stolen  bases,  .400  on-base  percentage). 

DeFeo  finished  her  career  as  a  three-time  Academic  All-American  selec- 
tion, and  was  only  the  seventh  player  in  NCAA  history  to  hit  at  least  40 
career  home  runs.  DeFeo  finished  her  career  with  nine  school  records, 
including  season  home  runs  (15),  career  homers  (43)  and  career  RBI  (187). 
She  hit  .373  and  stole  27  bases  in  her  career. 


i 


Jennifer  Clendenin  com- 
pleted her  eligibility 
with  a  74-17  career  mark, 
a  ,096  ERA,  and  547 
career  strikeouts.  She 
leaves  the  mound  duties 
to  Kim  Dunlap  who  was 
15-3  in  1996  with  a  1,35 
ERA  in  119,1  innings. 
The  Lady  Cajuns  fin- 
ished 1997  at  46-18  and 
have  averaged  more  than 
46  wins  (373)  from  1990- 
97,  The  team  has  quali- 
fied for  seven  straight 

regionals  and  three 
World  Series  berths  in 

the  1990s, 
Yvette  Qirouard  has  a 
career  mark  of  622-209, 
including  264-52  in  13 
years  at  Lady  Cajun  Park, 
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In  1997,  the  USL  baseball  team  achieved  something  fans  have  been  wait- 
ing for  since  head  coach  Tony  Robichaux  arrived  in  Lafayette  in  1995— a 

winning  season  and  a  trip  to  a  post-season  tournament* 
After  two  years  of  being  shackled  by  university  and  NCAA  sanctions  due 
to  rules  violations,  the  Ragin'  Cajuns  found  themselves  back  in  familiar 
territory—the  postseason.  Led  by  six  seniors,  USL  finished  the  regular 
season  as  Sun  Belt  Conference  Champions,  with  a    43-16  record  and  a  No, 
17  national  ranking.  The  team  finished  43-18  overall  with  a  22-5  home  record. 

In  the  second  game  of  the  season,  USL  faced  Florida,  the  No,  3  team  in 
the  nation,  A  6-5  loss  provided  a  foundation  and  was  a  learning  experience 
for  the  Cajuns,  After  a  9-6  (1-2)  start,  the  Cajuns  seemed  destined  for 
another  season  of  mediocrity  (21-24  in  1995  and  25-33  in  1996),  But,  by 

oing  mor 

April,  the  Cajuns  were  putting  together  strings  of  six  and  seven  wins, 
and  had  broken  into  the  Top  25  in  the  nation  with  a  20-7  (10-2)  record  on 

the  year.  The  ranking  was  the  school's  first  since  1994, 
The  highlight  on  the  year  for  the  Cajuns  was  a  10-8  come-from-behind  win 
over  defending  national  champion  LSU,  In  the  game,  USL  pounded  out  14 
hits  before  6,572  fans  who  watched  freshman  Philip  Devey  beat  the 
Tigers,  who  had  a  34-6  record,  Devey  pitched  3  2/3  innings  of  relief, 
striking  out  seven  Tiger  batters  on  route  to  his  first  college  victory. 
In  the  game,  USL  trailed  5-0  before  Steven  Feehan  hit  a  three-run  homer 
off  LSU  starter  Eric  Berthlot  to  narrow  the  gap  to  5-3,  "I  was  looking 
fastball,"  Feehan  said,  "He  just  brought  it  right  where  I  wanted  it," 
Zach  Wilson  later  scored  on  an  error,  to  make  it  5-4,  Kevin  Cantrelle  then 
hit  his  own  three-run  shot  off  LSU  ace  Patrick  Coogan  to  put  USL  ahead 

ith  les 

7-6,  "I  went  up  there  knowing  a  little  bit  about  Coogan,"  Cantrelle  said, 
"I  was  looking  dead  red  fastball,  so  when  he  threw  it  for  a  strike,  I 

just  got  after  it," 

LSU's  Wes  Davis  hit  a  second  solo  home  run  on  the  night  to  tie  the  game  at  7, 

USL's  Brett  Stafford  singled  and  scored  on  Jeremy  Neyland's  triple  to 
left  center,  Neyland  scored  with  two  outs  on  a  wild  pitch  for  a  9-7  Cajun 
lead.  After  Devey  struck  out  the  side  in  the  eighth,  Hemme  hit  a  solo 
shot  for  a  10-7  lead,  LSU's  Brandon  Larson  hit  a  solo  shot  in  the  ninth, 
but  the  most  powerful  lineup  in  the  nation  could  not  muster  any  more 

runs  and  lost  to  USL  10-8, 
At  the  time,  the  win  was  only  the  second  against  LSU  in  Baton  Rouge  in 
1997,  "Being  from  Baton  Rouge,  I  can't  even  begin  to  tell  you  how  much 
this  means,"  said  USL  junior  outfielder  Neyland, 


In  a  game  within  a  game,  LSU  head  coach  Skip  Bertman  downplayed  the 
importance  of  facing  USL.  "These  games  are  tune-up  games  for  the  week- 
end," Bertman  said  before  the  contest,  "That's  all  they  are,  I  don't  know 
anything  about  USL,  I  don't  know  USL's  record,  I  don't  know  what  place 
they're  in  and  I  don't  know  who's  pitching  for  them.  This  game  isn't  about 
USL,  It's  just  about  us  going  out  and  getting  better  as  a  team  for 

Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday," 
USL  used  the  win  and  the  seeming  lack  of  respect  to  climb  even  higher 
in  the  national  polls.  On  April  22,  USL  (33-14)  climbed  to  14th  in  the 
nation  in  Baseball  America's  poll,  the  highest  ranking  ever  for  USL 


baseball.  Four  days  later,  on  April  26,  the  Cajuns  captured  their  first- 
ever  Sun  Belt  Conference  Championship  with  a  3-2  win  over  Texas-Pan 
American,  USL  won  the  game  with  a  pinch-hit  home  run  in  the  ninth  by 

Jeff  Robinson, 

"We  finally  won  something,  and  the  greatest  part  is  it's  not  over  yet," 
Robichaux  said,  "This  is  special  for  me,  my  family,  the  university,  and 
the  coaches  like  Wade  Simoneaux  and  Anthony  Babineaux,   The  players 
deserve  this.  Our  motto  all  year  has  been  6-3-1  Cajuns,  We  were  sixth  my 

first  year,  third  last  year,  and  now  first," 
In  the  season-ending  series,  USL  beat  Louisiana  Tech  23-10  and  9-4  in  a 
doubleheader,  USL  set  a  school  record  for  hits  with  26  in  the  first  game 
as  Cody  Robbins  earned  his  eleventh  victory  against  no  defeats. 
The  Cajuns  finished  the  regular  season  at  39-13  and  had  22  conference 
wins,  a  Sun  Belt  Conference  Record,  The  also  were  Sun  Belt  Conference 
Champs  for  the  first  time  and  hosted  the  Conference  championship  at 

"Tigue"  Moore  Field  in  Lafayette, 
"This  is  when  baseball  is  meant  to  be  played,"  Robichaux  said,  "We've 
earned  the  right  to  host  and  now  we  have  to  get  it  done,  "Our  big  motto 

the  last  couple  of  years  has  been  do  more  with  less," 
USL  sailed  through  the  conference  championship,  and  the  players  read- 
ied themselves  for  a  regional  appearance  with  the  hope  of  a  trip  to  the 
College  World  Series  in  Nebraska,  The  regional  tournament  in  Mississippi 
was  a  disappointment  for  USL  as  they  bowed  out  in  two  games,  losing  to 

Washington  and  to  Georgia  Tech, 
Nonetheless,  Robichaux  has  the  Cajun  guns  loaded  and  is  ready  to  con- 
tinue the  squad's  winning  ways  through  overachieving  and  by  doing  more 

with  less. 

On  the  year,  USL  was  led  by  several  hitters,  including  senior  first  base- 
man Oswaldo  Aguirre  {,356,  7  home  runs,  57  RBI),  junior  second  baseman 
Zach  Wilson  (,306,  3  home  runs  19  RBI),  sophomore  shortstop  Ian  Callais 


50 


(.270,  14  RBI),  senior  third  baseman  Jim 
Fritz  (,246,  6  home  runs,  24  RBI),  junior 
designated  hitter  Justin  Hemme  (.332,  12 
home  runs,  49  RBI,  12  doubles,  .631  slug- 
ging percentage),  and  junior  catcher 
Shannon  Poole  (.293,  2  home  runs,  26  RBI), 

Outfielders  who  paced  the  Cajuns  were 
junior  Kevin  Cantrelle  (.346,  8  home  runs, 
54  RBI,  16  doubles),  junior  Brandon  Doucet 
(.298,  4  home  runs,  19  RBI),  freshman  Steven 
Feehan  (.300,  2  home  runs,  14  RBI),  and 
junior  Jeremy  Neyland  (.310,  2  home  runs, 
14  RBI),  B,J,  Ryan  hit  ,306  on  the  year  with 
4  HRs  and  26  RBI 
The  dynamic  duo  of  seniors  Cody  Robbins 
and  Trey  Pouland  provided  the  Cajuns  with 
stability  on  the  mound,  Robbins  season 
ended  at  12-1  with  a  3,73  ERA,  In  101,1 
innings,  he  struck  out  73  batters  and  sur- 
rendered 112  hits  and  24  walks.  He  had 
eight  complete  games  on  the  year.  The 
Nederland,  Texas  product  was  named  to  the 
American  Baseball  Coach's  Association  All- 
South  Central  Region  First  Team, 
Pouland  finished  with  a  12-5  and  a  team- 
best  3,28  ERA,  The  Shreveport  native  had 
140  strikeouts  in  137  innings  (fifth  best 
in  the  nation  going  into  the  College  World 
Series),  He  gave  up  107  hits  and  58  walks 
and  also  recorded  three  saves  on  the  year. 

Poland  was  honored  as  the  Sun  Belt 
Newcomer  of  the  Year  and   was  named  to  the 
First  Team  All-Sun  Belt  Conference  Team, 
Poland  was  drafted  in  the  fifth  round  of 

the  MLB  draft  by  the  Texas  Rangers, 
Other  key  mound  contributors  on  the  43-18 
squad  were*,  senior  Chad  Bailey  6-4  3,93  and 
freshman  Philip  Devey  3-2  4,72, 
For  their  efforts,  several  Ragin'  Cajuns 
were  recognized  with  post-season  accolades, 
Tony  Robichaux  was  named  Sun  Belt 
Conference  Coach  of  the  Year  and  Trey 
Poland  was  honored  as  Freshman  of  the 
Year,  Poland,  Robbins,  Cantrelle,  and 
Hemme  were  named  First-Team  Sun  Belt 
Conference  ,  Robbins  was  named  Third-team 
Ail-American,  the  first  USL  player  to  be 
named  to  the  Baseball  America  squad  since 
Papo  Ramos  in  1992,  He  did  not  suffer  his 
first  loss  of  the  season  until  USL's  region- 
al appearance  in  May, 
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ALTHOUGH  USL  AND  LSU  fOOTBALL  PLAY- 
ERS DO  NOT  HAVE  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  COM- 
PETE WITH  EACH  OTHER  ON  THE  GRIDIRON,  THEY 
DID  GO  HEAD  TO  HEAD  ON  A  DIEEERENT  PLAYING 
GROUND  THIS  WINTER. 

ON  EEBRUARY  15,  CURRENT  AND  FORMER  USL 
AND  LSU  FOOTBALL  PLAYERS  TRADED  IN  THEIR 
CLEATS  FOR  HIGH  TOPS.  THE  TWO  SCHOOLS  MET 
IN  A  BASKETBALL  CONTEST  AT  CARENCRO 
MIDDLE  SCHOOL  IN  THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  EVENT 
OF  ITS  KIND. 

BEFORE  A  PACKED  GYM,  THE  TIGERS  POSTED 
A  57-/6  VICTORY  THAT  WAS  A  WIN  FOR  ALL  WHO  PAR- 
TICIPATED, FOR  THOSE  WHO  ATTENDED  AND  FOR 
KIDS  WHO  HAD  THE  OPPORTLJNITY  TO  GET  AUTO- 
GRAPHS FROM  LOCAL  COLLEGE  STARS. 

THE  CARENCRO  HIGH  SCHOOL  DAZZLERS, 
THE  ST.  THOMAS  MORE  SPARKLERS,  AND  THE 
TEURLINGS  CATHOLIC  REBEL  REVIEW  ALSO  PER- 
FORMED AT  THE  EVENT. 

SCHEDULED  MEMBERS  OF  THE  USL  TEAM 
WERE:  JAKE  DELHOMME,  BRANDON  STOKLEY 
BARTON  FOLSE,  MIKE  JONES,  CODY  ROMERO, 
CHAD  HAKEMACK,  CHUCKY  WOODALL,  LUCIUS 
DARNELL,  BRIAN  SOIGNIER,  LUCAS  YARNELL,  AND 
DARREN  STROTHER. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  LSU  SQUAD  WERE:  KEVIN 
FAULK,  WADE  RITCHEY,  AARON  ADAMS,  FERNELL 
HANKTON,  LARRY  FOSTER,  ANTHONY  SKINNER, 
MARK  ROMAN,  MELVIN  HILL,  AND  MIKE  SUTTON. 

"WE  HAD  A  GOOD  TIME  AND  A  GOOD  CROWD," 
SAID  BILLY  MCCAULEY,  WHO  HAS  COACHED  AT 
CARENCRO  MIDDLE  FOR  II  YEARS.  "WE  PLAN  TO 
DO  IT  AGAIN  NEXT  YEAR." 

WHO  KNOWS?'  MAYBE  THE  FOOTBALL  GODS 
WILL  TAKE  THE  HINT  AND  THIS  ATHLETIC  RIVALRY 
WILL  SPILL  OVER  ONTO  THE  FOOTBALL  FIELD.  ^ 
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CHOMP!  CHOMP!  CHOMP! 

In  1  997,  thousands  of  people  made  trips 
to  the  Frozen  Swamp  as  the  Louisiana  IceGators 
went  from  last  to  third  in  the  race  for  the  East 
Coast  Hockey  League's  Kelly  Cup. 

IceGator  coach  Doug  Shedden  led  a  team 
of  new  and  returning  players  to  the  final  round 
of  the  Kelly  Cup  playoffs,  an  idea  which  seemed 

an  impossibility 
several  weeks 
into  the  season. 

The 
IceGators 
began  the  sea- 
son with  a 
league  record- 
,  tying  9  straight 

Mf  wins,  putting 

them  well  into 
first    place  in 

South  division  standings,  ahead  of  last  year's 
arch-enemies  the  Tallahassee  Tiger  Sharks  and 
Jacksonville  Lizard  Kings.  That  fast  start  also  put 
them  well  in  front  of  their  new  nemesis,  the  Baton 
Rouge  Kingfish. 

Lafayette  found  a  formidable  rival  in  the 
Kingfish,  as  the  96-97  season  saw  the  'Gators 
and  the  'Fish  battle  for  the  Atchafalaya  Cup, 
which  would  be  awarded  to  Baton 
Rouge  at  the  end  of  the  series 
between  the  teams. 

THE  FORFEIT 

After  a  surprisingly  success- 
ful  fi  rst  year  and  a  hot  start  in 
their  second  campaign,  the 
IceGators'  good  fortune  come  to 
an  end  early  in  their  second  sea- 
son. Due  to  a  rules  violation,  the 
IceGators  were  forced  to  forfeit 
the  first  nine  games  of  the  season 
and  shuffle  their  roster,  which  left 
them  at  the  bottom  of  their  divi- 
sion standings  and  forced  them  to 
scratch  and  claw  their  way  to  the  top  the  rest  of 
the  season.  The  violation  centered  around  the 
Mobile  Mystiks  claim  that  the  IceGators  had  too 
many  veteran  players  on  the  roster  ECHL  rules 


limit  the  number  of  veteran  players  teams  can 
have  on  their  roster.  "Veteran"  players  are  those 
with  more  than  200  games  of  professional  hock- 
ey experience.  East  Coast  Hockey  League  offi- 
cials found  Jack  Williams  had,  indeed,  played 
more  than  200  games  in  his  career. 

The  team  was  forced  to  forfeit  their  nine 
game  winning  streak,  and,  in  an  instant,  went 
from  first  to  last  place. 

THE  CLIMB  TO  THE  TOP 
The  forfeits  appeared  to  only  spur  the 
Gators  to  play  harder  Led  by  Ron  Handy  (#9), 
Louis  Dumont  (#16),  Aorron  Boh  (#77),  and 
Rob  Weingardner  (#15),  the  team  slowly 
climbed  back  up  the  standings.  The  month  of 
February  gave  the  IceGators  a  much  needed 
boost,  catapulting  them  into  second  place  in 
the  South  Division,  with  a  record  number  of 
wins  in  one  month.  The  IceGators  could  see  the 
playoffs  in  their  future,  just  as  Coach  Shedden 
hod  promised,  and  as  March  wound  down,  it 
was  final — the  IceGators  were  in. 
THE  TALENT 
The  season  ended  with  several  IceGators 
making  headlines  in  scoring.  Ron  Handy  (#9) 
and  John  Depourcq  (#14)  led  the  league  in 
assists,  with  67  and  63,  respectively.  Rob 
McCaig  (#27)  was  fourth  in  the  league  in  penal- 
ty minutes,  having  383  minutes  in 
59  games  -  equivalent  to  over  6 
games! 

Several  players  were 
awarded  honors  by  the  East 
Coast  Hockey  League.  Mark  "The 
Brick  Wall"  Delorme  (#33)  was 
named  Goaltender  of  the  Year. 
Chris  Valicevic  (#24)  was  named 
Defenseman  of  the  Year  Several 
players  were  given  the  opportuni- 
ty to  play  in  the  league's  All-Star 
game,  which  was  played  against 
the  Charlotte  Checkers,  last  year's 
Riley  Cup  winner. 
THE  PLAYOFFS 

Playoff  tickets  flew  out  of  the  Cajundome 
office,  while  people  waited   in  lines. 


go  all  the  way. 

John  Spoltore  (#23),  IceGator  and  part- 
time  USL  student,  made  his  reappearance  in  time 
for  the  playoffs,  having  had  to  sit  the  reguloi 

season  out  due 
to  a  knee  injury 
and  led  the 
team  to  the  fina 
round  of  the 
Kelly  Cup  ploy 
offs  against  the 
South  Caroline 
Stingrays,  the 
top  scorinc 
team  in  the 
league. 

T  h  ( 
Stingray/ 
IceGator  game 
were  possibi; 
the  best  games  of  the  season,  with  two  talentee 
teams  pitted  against  each  other. 

In  the  end,  the  Stingrays  were  awardec 
the  Kelly  Cup,  as  fans  cheered  for  their  'Goto 
players. 


)OX 


Everyone  wanted  to  see  Acadiana's  superstars 
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StAjd/oipCa-i^  are 


Many  first-year  teams  just  hope  to  be  com- 
etitive.  They  hope  to  win  a  few  gomes,  and  if 
ley  ore  fortunate,  consider  a  winning  season  to 
le  somewhat  of  a  blessing.  Expecting  to  win  a 
hampionship  in  a  professional  organization's 
Srst  year,  involves  a  little  wishful  thinking  to  say 
ie  least. 

But  not  for  the  Lafayette  SwampCats. 


'iefore  a  crowd  of  more  than  7,100  in  the 
lajundome,  the  SwampCats — after  delighting 
rowds  all  summer  with  fast-paced  soccer — won 
he  first-ever  Eastern  Indoor  Soccer  League 
Ihampionship  game  with  a  1  2-9  win  over  the 
laton  Rouge  Bombers. 

'  In  the  championship  game,  Scott  Yerby, 
icott  Huppe,  and  Diego  Gordillo  each  scored  a 
)air  of  goals  to  pace  the  SwampCats  over  Baton 
Jouge.  Goalkeeper  Tim  Henson  was  steady  in 
he  net  and  kept  the  Bombers  out  of  the  net  when 
t  counted. 

The  SwampCats  scored  early  as  Scott 
ferby  headed  a  long  bounce  pass  from  Thomas 
'acbosen  over  the  head  of  the  Baton  Rouge  goal- 
keeper That  goal  put  Lafayette  up  2-0  with  just 
IQ  seconds  gone  in  the  game. 

Huppe's  first  goals  put  the  SwampCats  up 
1-0  before  Baton  Rouge  cut  the  lead  to  4-3  on 
Coby  hlolt's  3-point,  power-play  goal.  Another 


goal  by  Yerby  at  the  16:55  mark, 
increased  the  lead  to  6-3. 

Baton  Rouge  again  pulled  to  ' 
within  a  point  as  Brian  Jillings 
scored  his  second  goal  of  the  game 
to  bring  the  Bombers  close  at  8-7. 

Two  SwampCat  scores 
increased  the  lead  to  1  2-7  before 
Baton  Rouge  mounted  yet  another 
assault  on  the  Lafayette  lead.  Steve 
Muccillio  scored  with  just  under 
three  minutes  left,  but  the 
SwampCats  played  tough 
defense,  and  the  game 
ended  as  goalkeeper 
Henson  covered  the  boll 
with  seconds  left  in  the 
game. 

For  the  season,  Scott  Yerby  lead 
the  team  with  54  points,  Craig  Rhodis 
finished  the  season  with  50  points  and 
was  named  EISL  Defensive  Player  of  the 
Year.  Chuck  Granade  also  finished  the 
season  as  the  top  goalkeeper  in  the 
league. 

A  19-5  win  over  the  Bombers  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  August  29,  secured  the 
regular  season  title  for  the  SwampCats  who  fin- 
ished the  year  at  20-6,  including  playoff  games. 


A  ten-point  second  period  paced  the  SwampCats 
to  the  win.  Yerby,  Huppe,  and  Jim  Moresi  had 
two  goals  each  for  Lafayette. 

In  the  semifinals,  the  SwampCats  faced  the 
Huntsville  Fire.  After  Lafayette  built  a  10-3  lead 
after  two  periods,  the  Fire  roared  back  to  close  to 
12-11.  Huppe  scored  three  goals — a  hat  trick — 
in  the  game  and  helped  the  SwampCats  to  kill  off 
two  penalties  and  run  out  the  clock  to  end  the 
game. 
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lARD  WORK,  DEDICATION.  SWEAT,  PAIN,  AND  PATIENCE.  THESE  ARE 
JUST  A  FEW  WORDS  THAT  DESCRIBE  WHAT  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
SOUTHWESTERN  LOUISIANA  CHEERLEADERS  MUST  HA/E  IN  ORDER  TO 
MAKE  IT  THROUGH  AN  AVERAGE  DAY 

ANY  USL  STUDENT  CAN  TRYOUT  TO  BE  A  CHEERLEADER.  THE  STUDENT 
MUST  HA/E  A  GOOD  CPA  ,  TUMBLING  ABILITY  AND  MUST  BE  ABLE  TO 
PICK  UP  NEW  MOVES  EASILY  AN  INDIVIDUAL  DOES  NOT  HA/E  TO  HA/E 
ANY  CHEERLEADING  EXPERIENCE  TO  TRY  OUT  FOR  THE  SQUAD. 
"TRYOUTS  FOR  VARSITY  ARE  HELD  DURING  THE  SPRING,  AND  JUNIOR 
VARSITY  TRYOUTS  ARE  HELD  DURING  THE  FALL."  SAID  JESSICA  ARABIE. 
CAPTAIN  OF  THE  USL  CHEERLEADERS. 

THE  CHEERLEADERS  WENT  TO  CAMP  THIS  SUMMER  AT  ALABAMA 
STATE,  AND  DID  VERY  WELL.  THEY  TOOK  HOME  THE  LEADERSHIP  A^RD. 
MOST  OUTSTANDING  SQUAD  A^ARD,  AND  FIFTH  PLACE  IN  THE 
FIGHT  SONG  COMPETITION. 


FACULTY  ADVISOR  AND  USL'S  ASSISTANT  ATHLETIC  DIRECTOR  SHERRY 
LEBAS.  "THERE  W^S  A  LOT  OF  TALENT  IN  THE  TRYOUTS  THIS  YEAR.  SO  WE 
ADDED  FIVE  MORE  MEMBERS  TO  THE  TEAM." 

BECAUSE  OF  THIS  INCREASE  IN  NUMBERS,  A  NEW  CO-SECRETARY  POSI- 
TION W\S  CREATED  TO  HELP  MANAGE  THE  TEAM,  EXPLAINED  LE  BAS. 
"WE  NOW  HA/E  FOUR  OFFICER  POSITIONS,"  SHE  ADDED.  "OUR  CAPTAIN  IS 
BRANDY  LASSEIGNE,  THE  CO-CAPTAIN  IS  TONI  BLACK.  AND  WE  H A/E  TWO 
SECRETARIES,  JAN  THIBODEAUX  AND  KELLIE  LE  COMPTE.  THEY  PROVIDE 
GOOD  LEADERSHIP  FOR  THE  GROUP  BECAUSE  OF  MY  OTHER  ATHLETIC 
OBLIGATIONS.  I  AM  NOT  ALWVS  ABLE  TO  ATTEND  ALL  THE  EVENTS  THEY 
PERFORM  AT,  BUT  EVERYTHING  ALW^S  GOES  SMOOTHLY  RAGIN  JAZZ  IS  A 
SUCCESS  BECAUSE  OF  THE  TALENT  AND  DEDICATION  OF  THE  STUDENTS." 


(CONT'D  FROM  PACE 56) 
"TEAMWORK  IS  A  HUGE 
PART  OF  ANY  CHEER- 
LEADING  SQUAD." 
ARABIE  SAID.  "I  DO  NOT 
LOOK  AT  US  AS  A  TEAM 
THOUGH.  1  LOOK  AT  US  AS 
A  FAMILY.  WE  DO  EVERY- 
THING TOGETHER.  AND 


WE  TRUST  EACH  OTHER  jg^ 


EXTREMELY  I  ONLY  WISH 
THAT  WE  WOULD  GET  A 
LITTLE  MORE  RESPECT" 


VERY  IMPORTANT  TO  THE 
SPIRIT  OF  USL.  THEY 
EXCITE  THE  CROWD.  THE 
CROWD  EXCITES  THE 
PLAYERS.  AND  THIS 
LEADS  TO  A  BETTER 
OVERALL  GAME  ATMOS- 
PHERE. AN  INDIVIDUAL 
COULD  SAY  THAT  THE 
CHEERLEADERS  ARE  THE 
"BACKBONE"  OF  RAGIN' 
CAJUN  SPIRIT  ^ 


(CONi  ni  RC  )M  l'ACE57) 

THE  RAGIN  JAZZ  ADVISOR  WENT  ON  lO  EXPLAIN 
FHAI  I  HE  DANCE  TEAM  IS  A  SPIRII'  ORGANIZA- 
TION JUSr  LIKE  THE  CHEERLEADERS  AND  PHE  BAND. 
"OUR  PRIMARY  FUNCTION  IS  PERFORMANCE  AT 
HALF-TIME  DURING  FOOTBALL  GAMES.  "  SHE 
EMPHASIZED.  "WE'RE  THERE  TO  PROMOTE  USL 
AND  TO  BE  AMBASSADORS  FOR  THIS  UNIVERSITY. 
WE  ALSO  PERFORM  FOR  OTHER  SPORTING  EVENTS 
AS  WELL.  DEPENDING  ON  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  THE 
l  EAM.  AS  YOU  CAN  IMAGINE  IT'S  VERY  DIFFICULT 
TO  COVER  EVERY  SPORTING  EVENT,  BUT  WE  FEEL 
THAT  IT'S  IMPORTANT  FOR  US  TO  DO  AS  MUCH  AS 
WE  CAN.  WE'VE  EVEN  DISCUSSED  JUST  SHOWING 
UP  TO  SUPPORT  SOME  OF  THE  EVENTS  THAT  ARE 
NOT  CONDUCIVE  TO  OUR  KIND  OF  PERFORMANCE. 
LIKE  FOR  EXAMPLE.  JUST  BEING  THERE  TO  SUPPORT 
THE  USL  GOLF  TEAM  WHEN  THEY  ARE  PLAYING." 
ACCORDING  TO  LeBAS.  THIS  YEAR  THE  RAGIN  JAZZ 
WILL  BE  EXPERIMENTING  WITH  DIFFERENT  MUSI- 
CAL GENRES  AND  ITS  PERFORMANCES  WILL  NOT 
BE  LIMITED  TO  ITS  NAME.  (JAZZ). 

"AMONGST  THE  COLLEGE  DANCE  TEAM  CIRCLES, 
WE  ARE  KNOWN  AS  A  'JAZZ  TEAM'."  SHE  POINTED 
OUT  "WE  ARE  TRYING  TO  EXPAND  OUR  REPERTOIRE 
IN  TERMS  OF  THE  VARIETY  OF  MUSIC  WE  ARE 
DANCING  TO.   WHEN  MAKING  OUR  SELECTIONS. 


WE  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDERATION  THE  DIFFERENT 
AGE  GROUPS  THAT  FORM  OUR  AUDIENCE.  \(/E 
HAVE  THE  OLDER  ALUMNI  POPULATION  ON  THE 
ONE  HAND,  FOR  EXAMPLE,  AND  A  YOUNGER  STU- 
DENT BODY  ON  THE  OTHER.  THE  GIRLS  ALSO  H>^E 
THEIR  OWN  PERSONAL  FAVORITES." 
LEBAS  STRESSED  THE  DEDICATION  IT  TAKES  TO  BE 
A  RAGIN  JAZZ  MEMBER  AND  PRAISED  ALL  OF  THE 
HARD-WORKING  DANCERS. 

"YOU  HAVE  TO  BE  A  FULL  TIME  COLLEGE  STUDENT 
AND  BE  ABLE  TO  MAINTAIN  A  CUMULATIVE  AND/ 
OR  SEMESTER  CPA  OF  A  2.0  OR  BETTER,"  LEBAS 
SAID.  "BUT  MOST  OF  ALL  YOU  REALLY  HA/E  TO  BE 
COMMITTED  TO  WHAT  RAGIN  JAZZ  STANDS  FOR 
AND  YOU  HAVE  TO  BE  WILLING  TO  TO  GIVE  A  LOT  OF 
YOUR  TIME  TO  THE  TEAM." 

LEBAS,  WHO  HAS  HAD  VALUABLE  EXPERIENCE 
TEACHING  DANCE  TEAMS,  SINCE  THE  DAY  OF  USL'S 
"SWEETHEARTS",  ONE  OF  THE  FIRST  DANCE  TEAMS, 
SAYS  SHE  THOROUGHLY  ENJOYS  HER  INTERAC- 
TIONS WITH  THE  RAGIN  JAZZ  STUDENTS. 
"BEING  AROUND  YOUNG  LADIES  MAKES  ME 
FEEL  YOUNG,"  SHE  CONCLUDED  WITH  A  MIS- 
CHIEVOUS SMILE.^ 


I 


The  USL  water  ski  team  doesn't  brag  much,  even  though  they 
have  a  lot  to  talk  about.  Over  the  past  nine  years,  the  team  has  built  a 
quiet  legacy  of  national  success,  a  tradition  that  not  many  people  have 
heard  about. 

In  Octotaei;  the  water  ski  team  won  its  second  national  title  in  the 
past  three  years.  In  a  come-from-b)ehind  effort,  the  USL  team  was  out 
of  first  place  by  250  points  after  day  one  of  the  competition  held  in 
Joliet,  III.  After  day  two  of  the  competition,  USL  trailed  Northeast 
Louisiana  by  only  1 20  points. 

On  the  final  day  of  competition,  the  women's  trick  skiers  finished 
first  to  put  USL  in  the  lead  overall.  Simon  Siegert  jumped  1 58  feet  to 
claim  the  men's  jump  title,  securing  the  overall  National  Championship 
for  the  Cajun  skiers. 

During  the  competition,  skiers  who  place  in  the  top  five,  spots  in 
each  event  (Jump,  Slalom,  and  tricks)  are  named  All  Americans  by  the 


Americans  were  Angeliki  Andriopoulou,  Starlotte  Smith,  Sylia  Stantidi, 
Charles  Muellei;  and  Guillaume  Pare. 

The  USL  Water  Ski  program  was  started  by  Bob  May,  who 
coached  the  team  for  just  over  seven  years  and  brought  the  team  from 
a  group  of  club  sport  athletes  to  national  contenders. 

His  successoc  Jim  Davidson,  has  continued  the  squad's  leap  toward 
national  recognition. 

In  1 995,  the  squad  won  the  national  championship.  USL's  first 
national  championship  in  more  than  30  years.  That  title  was  no  fluke, 
however  Success  has  been  brewing  for  the  Cajuns  since  1 991  when 
they  finished  sixth  in  the  nation.  That  ranking  improved  to  third  nationally 
in  1 992  and  1 993.  In  1 994,  the  squad  climbed  a  notch  in  the  nation- 
al rankings,  finishing  second  and  won  its  national  championship  the  next 
year  To  honor  the  team,  Nov  1 7  was  dedaned  USL  Water  Ski  Day  in  Lafayette. 

In  1996,  the  team  was  again  competitive,  placing  second  in  the 
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National  Collegiate  Water  Ski  Association.  USL  skiers  named  All  nation  behind  Northeast  Louisiana  another  national  water  skiing  powerhouse 


Story:  Matt  Tarver      Photos;  Jason  Kaliszeski 


In  March,  USL  defeated  defending  champion  Northeast  Louisiana  each  event  (jump,  trick,  slalom), 
during  the  Texas  A&M  Polar  Bear  Water  Ski  Tournament,  beating  the  In  the  men's  slalom  event,  competitors  ski  around  six  buoys  and  an 

Indians  by  530  points.  exit  gate  using  a  75-foot  rope  Each  time  a  skier  completes  the  course 

At  the  Polar  Bear  Tournament,  Patrick  Gaveau  of  USL  secured  first  without  a  fall,  the  rope  is  shortened  by  1 5  feet,  making  it  more  difficult  to 

place  in  the  men's  jump  with  an  effort  of  1 63  feet.  Fellow  Ragin'  Cajuns  navigate  through  the  buoys. 

John  McMatti  and  Brandon  Bucher  finished  first  and  second  respectively  The  tricks  event  is  the  most  creative  part  of  the  competition  as 

in  the  men's  slalom.  Bucher  placed  second  in  trick  skiing  and  McMath  skiers  use  one  ski  and  execute  as  many  tricks  as  possible  in  a  2  0-second 

took  third  in  tricks.  period.  Tricks  include  all  kinds  of  twists,  turns,  and  flips. 

Triple-threat  Maria  Luisa  Botero  took  second  place  in  the  slatom.  The  jump  competition  is  the  most  spectacular  event  as  athletes 

tricks,  and  jump.  Carey  Selk-Rodger  tied  for  third  in  jump.  Starlotte  travel  over  a  ramp  at  more  than  70  miles  an  hour  and  soar  through  the 

Smith  placed  third  in  slalom,  and  Karen  Marcelissen  took  third  in  tricks.  air  before  successfully  landing  on  the  water  The  national  college  jump 

On  May  1 7-1 8,  USL  hosted  the  National  Collegiate  Water  Ski  record  is  1 77  feet. 
Association  All-Star  Tournament  held  at  Airport  Lake  in  Lafayette.  Seven  members  of  the  USL  team  qualified  for  ttie  event  which 

About  70  schools  in  the  US.  have  water  ski  teams  that  compete  in  six  regions.  allows  top-performing  skiers  to  compete  for  individual  national  titles. 


It  is  usually  a  bad  sign  when  a  team  has  no  Senior  leadership  on  it.  NornnallLj,  it  mal<es,  for  a 
tough  season  with  little  success.  Normally,  a  youthful  team  would  be  happy  to  just  get  to  the 
point  of  being  average.    Well  somebody  forgot  to  tell  the  USL  Golf  team  all  of  this. 


Despite  lacking  any  Senior  leadership,  the  Cajun  golfers  captured  their  fifth  Sun  Belt  Conference 
title  in  the  last  nine  years.  If  that's  not  impressive  enough,  the  golfers  also  earned  their  8th 
trip  to  the  NCAA  tournament  in  the  last  nine  years  as  well.  What  does  former  Sun  Belt 
Conference  and  Louisiana  coach  of  the  year  Bob  Bass  have  to  say  about  all  of  that?  "Wow  is 
all  you  can  say,"  was  his  comment.  And  if  you  need  a  silver  lining  to  surround  the  whole 
situation,  it  is  that  every  one  of  the  guys  on  last  year's  team  will  be  returning  for  this  sea- 
son, along  with  some  talented  new  Freshmen  and  a  few  returning  redshirts  from  last  season. 

Leading  the  way  last  season  were  Junior  Matt  Trevino  and  Sophomore  Greg  Sonnier.  They 
were  both  named  to  the  All-Sun  Belt  and  All-Louisiana  teams  for  the  past  two  seasons.  Trevino 
finished  last  season  with  an  average  of  73.40  strokes  per  round.  He  led  the  way  for  the 
Cajuns  in  five  different  tournaments  last  year.  In  the  NCAA  Central  Regional,  Trevino  placed  in 
the  top-25,  following  up  a  second  place  finish  at  the  Regional  the  previous  year. 

Sonnier  finished  the  1995-97  campaign  with  four  top-ten  finishes.  One  of  those  came  in  the 
Sun  Belt  meet,  helping  the  Cajun  golfers  to  the  SBC  championship.  Sonnier  finished  with  an 
average  strokes  per  round  of  74.60.  He  was  the  top  finisher  for  USL  in  four  separate  tournaments. 

Another  Cajun  golfer  who  had  a  great  season  was  Junior  Brett  Overman.   Overman  finished  in 
a  fifth  place  tie  in  the  SBC  meet.   He  was  named,  along  with  Trevino  and  Sonnier,  to  the 
All-Sun  Belt  Conference  team.    Overman  finished  his  season  in  third  place  on  the  team  for 
scoring  average.   Overman,  Trevino,  and  Junior  Trent  Romero  will  enter  the  1997-98  season  as 
the  only  three  Seniors  on  the  team.  They  will  be  the  first  Seniors  to  play  at  USL  in  three  years. 

Two  Freshmen  also  helped  to  lead  the  way  for  the  Cajun  golfers.  George  Cestia  finished  in 
the  top-30  at  the  SBC  meet,  while  finishing  fifth  on  the  team  in  scoring  average.  John  Wise 
finished  sixth  in  scoring.   Wise  also  placed  in  the  top  15  in  the  Louisiana  Classics  meet, 

the  USL  tournament. 

Couple  the  success  of  the  current  USL  golfers  along  with  the  returns  of  redshirt 
team  members  John  Mendall  and  Ty  Weber,  and  the  formula  is  right  for  1997-98 
to  be  another  great  season.   Transfer  Jeff  Lorio  from  NLU,  Ben  Pyle,  and  Robbie 
Trahan  will  also  look  to  make  the  upcoming  season  as  productive  as  the  last 
few  have  been.  Coach  Bass  has  to  be  excited  about  the  success  of  his  team. 
They  have  found  the  Fountain  of  iJouth,  and  it  has  poured  out^  lot  of 
exceptional  golf.   Hopefully,  the  well  has  not  run  dry  just  yet. 

USL  t<tki«>  T<ikrs  up  TK<  ^r«i\: 
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A  HOLE 


LADY  CAJUNS 


REACH 


POST  SEASON 


FOR 


FIRST  TIME 


IN  SIX  YEARS 


Building  on  a  five-game  winning  streak  at 
the  end  of  tine  1996  season,  the  Lady  Cajun 
volleyball  team  posted  a  19-16  mark  in 
1997,  the  best  record  by  the  squad  since 
1990.  The  Lady  Cajuns  entered  1997  with 
hopes  on  improving  on  last  year's  18-18 
mark  and  had  the  task  of  replacing  one  of 
the  nation's  best  players. 
Gone  from  the  squad  was  All-American 
Nia  Kiggundu,  who  completed  her  eligibility 
in  1996  and  served  as  a  student  assistant  in 
1997.  Kiggundu  finished  her  career  with 
2,227  kills  and  2,043  digs  (No.1  all-time  in 
the  NCAA).  But  second-year  coach  Laura 
Leaton  had  a  team  with  depth  and  experi- 
ence (one  senior,  eight  juniors, 
and  two  sophomores). 
After  winning  their  first  match  of  the  year 
3-1  over  Ole  Miss  at  the  Southern 
Mississippi  Tournament,  the  Lady  Cajuns 
went  into  a  tailspin,  losing  four  matches  in 
a  row  to  Southern  Miss,  Cal  St.  Fullerton, 
Texas  Christian,  and  Sam  Houston  State. 


From  there,  the  season  was  a  roller  coaster 
ride  as  the  wins  and  losses  came  in  streaks 
and  spurts.  In  early  September,  USL 
defeated  Alabama-Birmingham  and  Lamar 
to  post  a  3-4  overall  record.  Two  losses  in 
the  Texas  Tech  Tournament  were  followed 


by  seven  consecutive  wins  as  USL  compet- 
ed in  the  MSU  Invitational.  That  tourna- 
ment was  the  turning  point  of  the  year  for 
the  Cajuns  as  they  won  the  tournament  in 
undefeated  fashion. 

A  3-1  win  over  Mississippi  State  was  the 
highlight  of  the  tournament.  In  that  match, 
sophomore  Lafayette  native  Lisa  Bordes  set 
a  school  record  for  assists  with  71.  Junior 
All-Conference  performer  Gina  Calegari 
had  30  kills  and  27  digs  for  USL. 
Just  as  things  started  to  get  on  a  roll,  the 
Cajuns  began  a  slide  that  saw  them  lose 
five  of  their  next  seven  matches. 


Particularly  painful  were  back-to-back  shutout 
losses  (0-3)  to  McNeese  State  and  Stephen  F. 
Austin. 

A  match  against  Southeastern  Louisiana  began 
a  four-game  winning  streak  for  USL  as  they 
defeated  Arkansas  State  (3-1),  Western 
Kentucky  (3-0),  and  Texas  Southern  (3-0)  in 
addition  to 

the  Lions  of  Southeastern. 
"A  fifth  game  with  rally  scoring  really  tells  who 
the  best  team  is,"  Leaton  said  after  the  win 
over  SLU. 

On  Oct.  31,  USL  faced  Arkansas  Little  Rock  in 
a  tough  battle  and  lost 
a  close  match  2-3. 

"Everybody  played  together  as  a  team.  There's 
really  not  one  player  I  can  think  of  that  did  not 
step  up,"  Leaton  said  after 
the  close  loss. 

A  3-1  win  over  Louisiana  Tech  was  followed  by 
consecutive  losses  to 
McNeese  State  and  UNO. 
The  Lady  Cajuns  rebounded  to  end  the  season 
as  they  defeated  Memphis  3-0  and  Arkansas 
State  3-2  to  finish  the 
regular  season  at  19-15. 
"We  played  together  as  a  team  and  had  fun, 
which  is  something  we  have  trouble  with 
because  we're  so  intense," 
said  Leaton. 

The  Lady  Cajuns  qualified  for  the  post  season 
Sun  Belt  Tournament  in  which  only  the  top  six 
teams  participate.  USL  entered  with  high 
hopes,  but  a  1-3  loss  to  Arkansas  Little  Rock  in 
the  Sun  Belt  Tournament  ended  the  Lady 
Cajuns  season. 


But  with  only  one  departing  senior  and  a 
wealth  of  talented,  seasoned  players  returning 
for  1998,  Coach  Leaton  is  hoping  to  make  a 
habit  of  reaching  the  post  season. 
"I  think  looking  back  at  the  season  and  seeing 
who  has  beaten  who  and  the  uncertainty  of 
who's  going  to  conne  out  ahead,  the  final  six 
teams  are  so  close  in  skill,"  Leaton  said.  Several 
players  received  honors  for  their  efforts  in  1997. 
Junior  outside  hitter  Gina  Calegari  was  named 
to  the  All-Sun  Belt  Conference  Volleyball  Team. 
She  entered  the  post  season  tournament 
ranked  third  in  the  nation  with  a  4.62  average 
in  digs  per  game.  She  also  ranked  eighth  in  the 
conference  in  kills  with  3.36  per  game.  Calegari 
led  USL  in  kills  (404)  and  digs  (549)  and  had 
52  total  blocks.  She  ranks  fourth  in  USL  histo- 
ry for  digs  in  a  season. 

Kendra  Bradford  tallied  171  kills  and  284  digs 
on  the  year.  The  junior  from  Baton  Rouge  set  a 
Sun  Belt  postseason  record  for  most  service 
aces  in  a  give-game  match  (4). 
Heather  Wehmeyer  finished  the  year  second  on 
the  team  with  355  kills  and  419  digs.  She  had  20 
kills  against  TCU  and  21  against  Mississippi  State. 
Jean  Herron,  a  middle  blocker  from  Michigan, 
had  239  kills  and  37  blocked  shots.  She  also  tal- 
lied double  digits  in  kills  eight  times. 
Jen  Swalley,  a  senior  middle  blocker  from  Phoenix, 
earned  Sun  Belt  Conference  all-tournament 
honors  with  20  kills  against  Arkansas  State.  She 
led  USL  to  its  first  SBC  postseason  appearance 
in  six  years.  Had  15  double-doubles  on  the  year. 
Lisa  Bordes  finished  the  season  with  1,340  assists, 
the  second-highest  mark  in  USL  history.  The 
sophomore  from  Lafayette  also  had  97  kills  and 
251  digs  and  managed  27  service  aces  and  49  blocks. 
She  was  a  candidate  for  Newcomer  of  the  Year. 
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USL  head  tennis  coach  Dan  Holden,  the  1994  Louisiana  coach 
of  the  year  and  member  of  the  All-Louisiana  team  in  1996  wanted  his 
team  to  get  better.  "You  don't  get  any  better  by  playing  patsy  teams," 
was  the  feeling  of  the  coach  before  the  start  of  the  1997  season.  The 
men's  tennis  team  compiled  a  deceiving  record  of  8-17,  playing  against 
19  nationally-ranked  teams.  22  of  the  Gajun's  opponents  were  at  some 
point  ranked  over  the  course  of  the  season. 

The  NCAA  recognized  the  strength  of  the  men's  schedule  by 
awarding  them  with  their  second  straight  Regional  appearance  in  the 
NCAA  men's  tennis  championships.  Unfortunately,  the  Gajuns,  the 
sixth-seeded  team,  were  bounced  out  in  the  first  round  Of  the  Region  VI 
tournament  by  the  third-seeded  Horned  Frogs  of  TGU  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 

The  Gajun  men  were  seeded  second  in  the  Sun  Belt  Gonference 
tournament.  They  made  it  to  the  finals,  but  they  had  to  settle  for  second 
place  as  they  were  beaten  in  the  finals  by  SBG  powerhouse  South  Alabama. 

Individually,  the  Gajuns  show  a  lot  of  promise  for  the  future. 
Rafael  Fontes  and  Ricardo  Diniz,  the  most  experienced  members  of  the 
team,  both  only  Sophomores,  were  named  to  the  All-Louisiana  team, 
Fontes  was  a  member  of  the  first  team  while  Diniz  made  the  second 
team.  Joining  Diniz  on  the  second  team  was  Freshman  Michal  Jordan. 
Fontes  and  Diniz  were  both  on  the  All-Louisiana  team  in  their  freshmen 
year.  Both  were  members  of  the  second  team  in  '96. 
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Fontes  also  qualified  (or  the  N(JAA  Singles  (Championships, 
becoming  (he  seeond  (Cajiiii  in  as  many  years  to  do  so.  l  ie  was  beaten 
in  the  first  round  by  Mississippi's  Sebastian  l)e(Chaunac.  hOntes  put 
together  a  record  of  14-10  in  singles  action  during  the  regular  season. 

Michal  Jordan  finished  the  spring  campaign  with  a  record  of  14-5, 
winning  eight  matches  in  a  row  at  one  point  and  finished  with  the  highest 
winning  percentage  for  the  team  in  singles  competition.  When  playing 
at  the  number  four  position,  Jordan  was  13-2  on  the  season.  Ricardo 
Diniz  completed  his  season  with  a  record  of  13-8. 

Other  men's  Cajun  tennis  players  include:  David  Rodriguez, 
Ray  Rigamonti,  Gareth  Keating,  Oscar  Subirats,  and  Marc  Harris. 
Assisting  Holden  with  the  coaching  duties  was  Ryan  Fitzwilliam. 

With  a  team  comprised  of  Sophomores  and  Freshmen,  the  outlook 
for  coach  Holden  and  the  men's  tennis  team  is  very  good.  The  team's 
opponents  have  helped  them  to  improve,  and  the  team  has  already  started 
to  sign  new  recruits  for  next  season.  In  May,  the  team  received  a  letter 
of  intent  to  play  tennis  from  Bernard  Kaczorowski,  a  top  prospect 
from  Poland. 
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Holden  says  that  Kaczorowski's  size  and  serve  remind  him  of 
Michal  Jordan.  While  in  Poland,  Kaczorowski  was  a  five  time  Polish 
juniors  champion  and  earned  a  ranking  of  1050  in  the  world  by  the 
ATP.  Holden  feels  that  he  can  come  in  and  play  in  one  of  the  top  three 
positions  for  the  team  next  season. 

Holden  feels  the  team  has  grown  up  a  lot  over  the  last  season. 
After  playing  such  a  tough  schedule  with  a  young  group  of  talented 
players,  the  team  should  be  set  for  next  season.  Hopefully,  next  season 
holds  the  third  straight  appearance  in  the  NCAA  Tournament  for  the 
men's  tennis  team,  another  appearance  in  the  Sun  Belt  Conference 
Tournament,  and  Cajun  representatives  in  the  NCAA  singles 
tournament  for  the  third  straight  season. 


There  is  a  relatively  new  sports  cliche  that  says,  "There's  no  I 
in  team."  Well,  that  may  not  be  the  case  for  the  Women's  tennis  team. 
Their  season  proved  that  there  may  not  be  an  I  in  team,  but  there 
definitely  is  a  "me." 

The  USL  Lady  Gajun  Tennis  Team's  record  for  the  1997 
spring  season  may  be  a  bit  deceiving  at  first  glance.  The  team,  led  into 
action  by  head  coach  Dan  Holden,  finished  the  spring  with  a  record 
of  5-13.  They  came  in  fourth  in  the  Sun  Belt  Conference  and  also 
placed  fourth  in  the  conference  tournament.  Much  of  this  was  due  in 
part  to  problems  with  injuries  to  key  players  over  the  course  of  the 
season.  However,  most  of  the  season's  bright  spots  for  Coach  Holden 
and  his  Lady  Cajuns  were  not  the  play  of  the  team,  but  the  play  of 
certain  individuals  who  stepped  up  to  have  career  seasons  for  themselves. 

Through  two  tournaments  in  the  fall  season,  the  Lady  Cajuns 
had  posted  a  total  singles  record  of  16-26,  and  a  doubles  record  of  8-12. 
Individually,  the  team  is  led  in  singles  action  by  Julia  Mertins  who 
posted  a  record  so  far  of  6-4  in  the  fall.  On  the  doubles  side,  it  is  the 
combination  of  Mertins  and  Anna  Persson  leading  the  way  with  a 
record  of  3-1. 


The  major  standout  individually  in  the  spring  was  Merlins,  who 
had  a  reeord  seltin^J  season.  Merlins  was  named  to  the  AII-I.OLiisiana 
second  team,  and  to  the  All-Sun  Hell  Team  as  well.  I  ler  spring*  record 
of  14-2,  was  the  hesl  on  the  team.  I  ler  winning  percentage  of  .875 
ranks  fifth  in  school  history.  I  ier  season  ^ot  oil  to  a  ^reat  start  with  a 
12  match  winnin^«-streak.  I  ler  42  career  victories  at  the  end  of  the 
spring  ranked  her  ei^«hth  on  USL's  All-time  sin^«les  victories  list. 

Another  individual  who  played  well  in  the  spring*  was  I'Veshman 
Anzela  Z^una.  Z^una,  playing*  in  the  numher  1  position  for  the  team, 
finished  the  season  with  a  record  of  11-7.  She  recorded  one  win  over 
a  ranked  opponent,  and  three  of  the  seven  losses  came  in  three-set 
decisions  over  nationally  ranked  opponents. 

Lady  Gajun  Katya  Antropova  had  a  successful  season  on  the 
court,  but  her  season  was  riddled  with  problems  with  her  health  that 
kept  her  out  of  some  key  matches  in  the  number  3  position.  Through 
two  tournaments  in  the  fall,  Antropova  has  a  record  of  4-3.  2  of  the  3 
losses  were  by  default. 


While  the  trio  of  Mertins,  Zguna,  and  Antropova  continue  to 
lead  the  team  through  the  rest  of  the  1997  season  into  the  spring  of  98, 
other  team  members  look  to  step  up  their  game,  and  bring  the  Lady 
Gajuns  to  the  top  of  their  game.  Some  of  these  players  include 
Persson,  Maribeth  Rivera,  and  Samantha  Thomson.  Mertins  will 
hope  to  continue  to  move  up  the  ranks  of  career  wins.  Zguna  will 
look  to  fair  well  against  nationally-ranked  opponents  again  this  season. 
Finally,  Antropova  will  look  to  have  a  healthy  Senior  season  for 
coach  Holden  and  the  rest  of  the  Lady  Gajun  squad.  ^ 


o 


Before  the  start  of  the  1997  football  season,  many 
USL  fans  were  asking  themselves  "How  would  the  Cajuns  fare 
without  Jake  Delhomme?  Who  would  be  the  one  to  replace 
USL's  all-time  passing  leader?"  Fans  also  pondered  "Could 
Brandon  Stokley  carry  the  load  left  behind?"  and  "Could  the 
defense  step  up  and  support  what  seemed  to  be  a  down  year 

for  the  offense?" 


It  didn't  take  long  for  all  of  these  questions  to  be  answered. 
The  Cajuns  finished  the  season  with  a  record  of  1-10,  the  team's 
worst  since  1973  when  USL  finished  the  season  at  0-10.  In  the 

process  of  losing  ten  games,  the  Cajuns  managed  to  set  an 
NCAA  record  for  most  points  allowed  in  a  season,  553.  They 
were  also  shut  out  twice  and  lost  one  game  by  70  points. 
Few  players  stepped  up  on  either  side  of  the  ball,  and  injuries  to 
key  players  plagued  the  Cajuns  throughout  the  season. 
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A  season  that  began  with  a  lot  of  questions  being  asked 
ended  with  even  more  uncertainties  for  the  future  for  a  team 

whose  morale  might  have  sunk  to  g  hew  low. 
In  the  first  game  of  the  season,  USL  faced  a  Pittsburgh  Panthe 
squad  that  also  had  a  lot  of  questions  to  be  answered.  Heoc 
coach  Nelson  Stokley  came  into  the  game  2-9  in  season  oper 
ers  and  left  2-10.  Pittsburgh  took  advantage  of  key  mishaps 
and  the  lack  of  experience  of  the  Cajuns,  and  turned  what 
appeared  to  be  a  close  game  at  the  naif  into  a  45-1  3  rout. 

USL  junior  quarterback  Brian  Soiqnier  misfired  on  all  of 
his  eight  passes  in  the  first  half.  His  replacement. 
Sophomore  Barton  Folse  threw  the  first  attempt  of  his 
career  into  the  hands  of  Mark  Buford  for  a  1 7-yard  touch- 
down pass.  Desmond  Williams  blocked  a  punt  in  the  first 
quarter,  but  the  offense  could  do  nothing  with  it,  settling 
for  a  32-yard  Jeremy  Deach  field  goal.  Deach  also  added 
a  34-yaraer  to  pull  the  Cajuns  to  within  17-13  at  the  half. 
Later  in  the  gome,  Folse  threw  a  pair  of  interceptions  in  the 
fourth  quarter  to  help  Pittsburgn  blow  the  gqme  open. 


-1^ 


In  the  second  contest  of  the  season,  the  Oklahoma  State  Cowboys 

come  to  Cajun  Field  for  USL's  home  opener.  Once  again,  the 
Cajuns  handed  the  game  over  to  the  opposition  on  a  silver  platter  in 
the  form  of  turnovers  and  mistakes.  Behind  217  yards  from  Jamal 
Fobbs  of  New  Orleans,  Oklahoma  State  ran  all  over  the  Cajun 
defense.  USL  was  down  23-0  at  the  half  and  made  it  to  the  end 
zone  only  once,  late  in  the  fourth  quarter.  Barton  Folse  found 
Anthony  Dozier  who  then  plowed  his  way  for  a  34-yard  touchdown, 
but  Dy  then,  the  game  was  already  decided.  The  loss  left:  the 
Cajuns  at  0-2  with  even  tougher  opponents  on  the  schedule. 


The  next  game  pitted  USL  against  the  Red  Raiders  of  Texas 
Tech.  Tech  didn't  need  to  take  advantage  of  mistakes  thanks  to 
a  porous  Cajun  defense  that  allowed  369  yards  and  45 
points  in  the  first  half  alone.  Tech  scored  the  first  seven  times 
they  had  the  ball  on  the  way  to  a  59-1 4  breeze  of  a  win. 


Zlvis  Joseph  ran  for  a  49-yard  touchdown  early  in  fhe  gome  I 
noke  the  score  1 4-7,  but  that  would  be  as  close  as  USL  would 

come.  Texas  Tech  quarterback  Zebbie  Lethridge  set  a  new 
Raider  record,  accounting  for  five  touchdowns,  all  in  the  first 
□If.  Late  in  the  game,  USL  scored  on  Folse's  19-yard  offering  to 
rondon  Stokley,  but  by  then,  the  contest  was  no  longer  in  ques- 
Dn.  USL  fell  to  0-3  on  the  season  with  a  revenge-minded  Texa 
A&M  squad  up  next. 

exas  A&M  had  an  entire  year  to  reflect  on  the  29-22  shocking 

that  the  Cojuns  put  on  them  in  1996  in  the  Swamp,  and  it 
showed  on  the  playing  field.  The  Aggies  crushed  the  Cojuns 
66-0  to  gain  their  revenge  in  front  of  a  crowd  of  61 ,081  in 
College  Station.  If  that  wasn't  bad  enough,  standout  junior 
receiver  Brandon  Stokley  went  down  to  a  season-ending  knee 
jury  late  in  the  gome.  The  Aggies  took  advantage  of  six  Cojun 
jmbles  and  two  interceptions,  building  up  a  45-0  halftime  lead 
and  never  looked  bock.  The  loss  dropped  the  Cojuns  to  0-4. 


o 


The  Cojuns  returned  home  to  face  Alabama-Birmingham, 
but  did  not  fore  much  better  than  they  hod  on  the  road.  The 
Blazers  beat  up  on  the  Cajuns  with  the  final  score  42-7. 
UAB  amassed  405  rushing  yards  as  they  ran  through, 
around,  and  over  USL  defenders.  The  lone  Cajun  score 
came  on  Baron  Rogers'  30-yard  scamper  that  did  nothing 
more  than  prevent  a  second-straight  shutout.  USL  was  0-5 
for  the  first  time  since  1991  when  they  hod  lost  their  first 

seven  games. 

The  one  bright  spot  of  the  season  come  on  the  road  against  |  |  j 

the  Arkansas  State  Indians.  The  Cojun  offense  finally  ran  on  ^ 
all  cylinders.  Eric  Lindsey  rushed  for  171  yards  on  30  car- 
ries, and  Lance  Domec,  a  redshirt  freshman  quarterback, 

threw  for  212  yards  while  completing  17  of  20  attempts.  In 
this  gome,  USL  hod  scored  as  many  points  as  they  had  in 
their  first  four  games  combined.  Sullivan  Turner  accounted 

for  three  of  the  Cajun  touchdowns.  The  Cajuns  needed  oil  of 
the  offense  it  hod  to  hold  off  late  ASU  rallies  and  hong  on 
for  their  first  win  of  the  season  by  a  final  of  41-38. 


ollovving  up  the  high  point  of  the  season  was  what  might 
)e  the  lowest  point  USL  feH  to  during  the  year.  The  Cajuns 

were  beaten  at  home  by  the  Division  II  North  Alabama 
Lions  in  a  game  that  didn't  want  to  end.  USL  fell  to  UNA 
8-42  iri  four  overtimes.  It  was  Una's  first  game  against  a 
Division  1 -A  team  since  1959. 


The  score  was  tied  at  27  at  the  end  of  regulation.  USL  used  a 

series  of  pass  interference  penalties  to  keep  the  score  tied. 
After  3  overtimes,  the  score  was  42-42  and  the  Cajuns  were 
up  first.  Lance  Domec  threw  an  interception  and  UNA's  Greg 
Monson  ran  20  yards  up  the  middle  to  win  it  for  the  Lions. 
USL  was  left  dozed  at  1-6  on  the  year. 


o 


Next  on  the  slate  for  the  Cojuns  was  Homecoming  again 
the  NLU  Indians.  USL  became  the  first  school  in  NCAA 
history  to  play  in  two  consecutive  overtime  games. 
Unfortunately,  they  also  became  the  first  to  lose  two  overtir 
games  in  a  row.  USL  led  21-7  at  the  half  before  NLU  surge 
back  in  the  second  half  to  force  overtime,  where 
they  came  through  and  won  it. 


USL  had  a  chance  to  go  for  the  win  with  41  seconds  an 
the  boll  on  the  Indians  7  yard  line. 
Barton  Folse  rolled  out  and,  instead  of  throwing  the  ball 
away,  he  tried  to  hit  a  well  covered  Marcus  Wilridge,  bu 
was  intercepted,  giving  NLU  the  ball  and  the  momentum 

needed  to  finish  off  the  Cajuns  in  overtime. 
The  final  three  games  of  the  season  were  against  three 
the  top  offenses  in  the  country. 


The  first  of  these  was  the  newly  rejuvenated  Tulane  Green  Wave  who  made  their  first  trip  ever  to  the 
Swamp.  USL  greeted  the  visitors  with  gifts  in  the  form  of  7  turnovers  as  the  Cajuns  were  shut  out  for  the  s*. 
ond  time  56-0.  USL  finished  the  game  with  29  rushes  for  only  a  single  yard,  while  the  Wave  piled  up  32^ 
ground  yards.  Tulane  was  up  36-0  at  the  half,  and  played  a  "conservative"  fourth  quarter  to  prevent  furth^ 
embarrassment.  The  loss  put  USL  atl-8  on  the  season.  The  next  game  saw  USL  travel  to  Pullman, 
Washington  to  take  on  16th-ranked  Washington  State.  The  Cougars  outgained  the  Cajuns  588-152,  an( 
scored  early  and  often  with  the  final  score  77-7.  USL  could  do  nothing  to  stop  the  lethal  Cougar  offensej 
and  managed  a  touchdown  late  in  the  third  when  Eric  Lindsey  ran  it  in  from  12-yards  out. 

If  Texas  A&M's  revenge  wasn't  bad  enough,  USL  faced  a 
Louisiana  Tech  team  looking  for  an  ot-large  bowl  bid.  LA  Tech 
took  advantage  of  a  depleted  Cajun  squad,  leading  35-0  after 
one  period  and  42-10  at  the  half.  USL  managed  to  score  some 
late  touchdowns  on  the  Bulldog  reserves.  James  Clement  scored 
from  a  yard  out,  and  Sullivan  Turner  caught  a  three  yard  pass 
from  Lance  Domec  to  ease  the  blow  at  the  end  of  the  game. 
LA  Tech  avenged  4  straight  losses  to  USL  in  a  major  way, 
amassing  639  yards  of  total  offense. 

All  in  all;  there  were  few  things  to  get  excited  about  during 
the  season.  Elvis  Joseph  led  the  team  in  rushing  with  532 
yards.  Franco  Smith  led  the  receiving  corp  with  28  catches  for 
404  yards  and  2  touchdowns.  Kicker  Jeremy  Deach  was  the 
leading  scorer  with  30  points.  Chris  Show  averaged  a  hefty 

42.8  yards  a  kick  and  punted  65  times.  The  team  was 
outscored  by  an  average  of  50-16  on  the  year.  The  Cajuns 
averaged  288.7  yards  per  game  while  their  opponents 
averaged  475.7.  ^ 
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MMararALizElD 


W)[  honored  two  of  the  best  football  players  in  the  university  s  history  by  retiring  their  jersey  numbers. 
A  ceremony  was  held  to  celebrate  the  careers  of  record-breakinq  quarterbaclc  Jake  Oelhomme 
and  speedy,  touqh-tacklinq  cornerback  Damon  Hason. 

Delhomme,  a  native  of  Breaux  Bridge  and  a  graduate  of  Teurlinqs  Catholic  High, 
threw  for  more  yards  than  any  other  player  in  Louisiana  college  history  as  a  Ragin'  Cajun. 
He  set  school  records  with  9,/l6  yards  and  6^  career  touchdown  passes 
and  holds  numerous  other  school  records  for  his  passing  prowess. 
He  started  ^3  straight  games  as  guarterback  and  finished  IM  in  NCAA  career  passing  yards. 
Delhomme  led  USL  to  ?5  wins  in  his  career,  including  18  come-from-behind  victories. 
His  number  \l  was  retired  by  the  university. 


Hason,  a  native  of  LaPlace,  La.,  paced  the  Cajun  defense  in  1996. 
He  is  the  DSL  all-time  season  leader  for  tackles  by  a  defensive  back  with  135. 

He  totaled  IB  total  tackles  in  two  years  at  USL. 
In  the  Cajuns  dramatic  M  win  over  nationally-ranked  Texas  M  last  fall, 
Hason  punished  the  Aggie  offense  the  entire  game. 
He  recorded  two  interceptions  and  returned  one  for  a  touchdown, 

forced  two  fumbles,  had  one  sack,  and  made  nine  tackles. 
His  number  9  will  never  be  worn  by  another  USL  football  player. 


It  is  fitting  that  the  duo  was  honored  together, 
ich  was  a  leader  on  the  field  in  1996  as  the  Cajuns  faced  their  toughest  competition  in  the  school's  history. 
Delhomme  and  Hason  were  named  the  Offensive  and  Defensive  Players  of  the  Year 
on  the  national  All-Independent  Team  for  1996. 


rsity  will  also  celebrate  the  careers  of  Delhomme  and  Hason  by  painting  their  numbers 

on  the  stadium  wall  of  the  student  side  of  Cajun  Field. 
Delhomme  and  Hason  are  only  the  fourth  and  fifth  Ragin  Cajun,  respectively, 
to  have  theirjersey  numbers  retired. 
Other  Ragin  Cajuns  who  have  been  bestowed  this  honor  include: 
Glenn  LaFleur  (No.  Z8),  a  linebacker  for  USL  from  196/-69; 
Brian  Hitchell  (No.  1),  USL's  guarterback  from  1986-89;  and 
Orlando  Thomas  (No.  12)  a  free  safety  from  1991-9^. 


/ 


/ 


> 


82 


1 


mAsce  +  s 


Mascots  have  always  played  a  part  of  collegiate  pride,  and  mascots  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  has  been  no  exception. 
In  fact,  pride  is  the  reason  our  mascot  is  the  English  bulldog. 

In  1920,  the  football  team  adopted  the  name  "Bulldogs"  as  a 
symbol  of  toughness  and  determination.  The  name  stuck,  but  it  was  not  until 
the  1938  season  that  the  university  (then  called  Southwestern  Louisiana 
Institute)  football  team  adopted  an  actual  bulldog  mascot. 

The  students  named  the  first  English  bulldog  after  Coach  Greorge 
Mitchell.  His  nickname,  and  the  name  of  the  new  mascot,  was  "Gee." 
Mitchell  was  a  prominent  figure  on  campus  and  had  been  the  likely  candi- 
date for  the  head  coach  of  the  football  team  in  the  coming  years.  The  name 
of  the  mascot  has  gone  though  many  changes  since  World  War  II,  including 
the  likes  of  "Sabo,"  "Bombsight,"  and  "GeeGee,"  when  the  university  had  a 


< 
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female  mascot  in  1965. 

In  1973,  William  "Bill"  Butts  confronted  the  Student  Government 
Association  with  the  prospect  of  his  becoming  the  University's  first  human 
mascot.  He  argued  that  keeping  a  live  bulldog  was  inhumane  and,  putting 
on  the  costume  of  an  English  bulldog,  stepped  into  history.  This  was  not 
well  recieved  by  the  public,  and  the  term  "Bulldog"  was  later  replaced  by 
the  "Ragin'  Cajuns." 

The  year  1990  marked  the  return  of  the  bulldog  as  the  university's 
isual  mascot.  The  first  USL  mascot  of  the  1990s — Ragin'  Cajun  passed 
ay  in  1996.  His  replacement — Red  has  patrolled  the  sidelines  since. 


1997  I 

^FEStiVAlJ 


As  the  Spring  semester  wound  down,  April  offered 
students  a  chance  to  relax  one  more  time  before  finals 
with  Lagniappe  Week. 

Lagnioppe  Week,  sponsored  by  the  U  nion  Program 
Council,  is  open  to  all  students  and  offers  competitive 
sports,  such  OS  volleyball  and  canoe  races  in  the  Swamp, 
as  well  as  a  party  atmosphere. 

Lagniappe  Day,  an  open  party  to  all  USL  students,  is 
the  conclusion  to  Lagniappe  Week,  with  all  the  necessities 
of  a  good  party:  beer,  bands,  disk  jockeys,  beer,  all  you 
can  eat  crawfish,  snowballs,  beer,  photo  buttons,  games 
and  beer  (for  those  of  age,  of  course). 

This  year's  Lagniappe  Day  offered  USL  students  the 
chance  to  be  a  bowling  ball,  box,  and  possibly  the  most 
popular,  sumo  wrestling. 
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I  I  ardi  Gras  is  hcic]  oi^  Shrove  Tuesday,  which  is  the  dav  before  Lent 
begiiLs.  This  holiday,  therefore,  depends  on  tl^e  day  of  Easter.  The  ancient 
Pvomans  used  to  have  a  period  of  festivities  before  fasting.  This  is  how 
riardi  Gras  originated.  Tlardi  Gras"  is  a  French  terin  ineaning  Tat  Tuesday" 
This  terin  arose  from  tl^e  custom  of  parading  a  fat  ox  through  the 
streets  of  Paris  on  Shrove  Tuesday 

Frencl^  Coloilsts  ii^troduced  Tlardi  Gras  to  America  in  tl^e  early 
1700s.  Since  then,  Tlardi  Gras  has  become  a  legal  holiday  ii^  eight  Louisiana 
parishes.  It  has  spread  through  the  soutl^rn  states,  but  has  becoine  most 
popular  in  New  Orleans.,  a  city  that  attracts  tourists  froin  across  the 
country  But  nearly  \\\c  entire  south  gets  involved  with  festivities  relating 
to  rtardi  Gras. 

Street  parades  go  oi^  for  a  full  weeK  before  Mardi  Gras  day  The 
Parades  and  other  festivities  arc  orgai^ized  and  paid  for  by  societies  called 
"hrewes."  The  seasoi^  is  filled  with  fancy  balls  and  private  parties,  floats 
inoving  along  the  streets  with  people  wearing  colorful  inashs  and  expen- 
sive dresses,  and  inarcliing  bai^ds  playing  jazz  music. 
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Muhammad  Ali  and  George  Foreman). 

There's  a  lot  of  discussion  in  the  media 
about  the  Academy  Awards.  It's  such  an  old 
institution.  It  is  interesting  to  debate  how  much 
influence  it  really  has  over  the  film-making 
industry.  Another  Academy  Award  winning 
film  featured  in  the  same  series  is  "Kolya," 
which  won  Best  Foreign  Language  Film  in  1996. 
(A  story  of  a  friendship  that  develops  between 
an  aging  Czech  and  an  abandoned  Russian  boy. 
A  comedy  of  selfishness  and  irony). 

Flaherty  explained  that  the  series  is  put 
together  by  a  devoted  committee  of  eight  faculty 
and  staff  members,  headed  by  Megan 
Shaughnessy  Farrell,  Assistant  Professor  and 
Bibliographer  of  the  Humanities  and  Social 
Sciences  at  Dupre  Library. 

"These  people  are  sharp,"  Flaherty 
remarked  with  a  smile.  "They  know  about 
alternative,  contemporary  films.  They  read 
reviews  and  search  for  titles  on  computers. 
Many  of  them  will  even  go  see  movies  in  other 
cities.  Their  spirit,  involvement,  knowledge,  and 
humor  is  to  be  admired.  The  meetings  I've 
attended  have  proved  to  be  the  most  entertain- 
ment I've  had  in  years.  They  manage  to  group 
certain  alternative  films  together  in  a  way  that 
stimulates  the  creative,  right  side  of  your  brain. 
There  is  a  smooth  flow  between  the  films,  it's 
like  reading  a  book  and  going  from  one  para- 
graph to  the  next." 

"I  have  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  for  the  project," 
Farrell  declared.  "I  have  been  promoting,  orga- 
nizing, and  booking  for  seven  years  now.  We 
have  a  committee  that  tries  to  keep  up  on  the 
new  films,  to  find  titles  that  have  some  sort  of 


Each  and  every  Fall  and  Spring  semester, 
USL  students  have  an  opportunity  to  broaden 
their  cultural  and  intellectual  horizons  by 
watching  films  in  the  Bayou  Bijou  theater  of  the 
Student  Union.  It's  the  Bayou  Bijou  Film  Series, 
and  it's  one  of  the  most  fascinating  extra-cur- 
ricular activities  our  university  has  to  offer. 

According  to  Michael  Flaherty,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Student  Union,  students  should 
use  their  college  experience  as  a  window,  open- 
ing their  eyes  to  the  world  around  them. 
Learning  should  not  stop  just  at  the  academic 
level. 

"The  series  is  out  there  for  everybody  and 
anybody  to  take  advantage  of,"  Flaherty  pointed 
out.  "It's  serious  intellectual  stimulation  stu- 
dents can  sink  their  teeth  into,  so  to  speak.  It 
is  an  enhancement  of  college  life.  Viewers  have 
a  chance  to  debate  ideas  and  issues  generated  by 
these  movies.  These  films  also  fill  a  cultural  gap 
in  the  Lafayette  commimity." 

Flaherty  emphasized  that  the  idea  behind 
the  series  is  to  provide  non-traditional  films,  not 
played  in  theaters,  that  have  a  certain  thought- 
provoking  character  about  them. 

"Some  of  the  messages  in  the  movies  may 
be  very  provocative,"  he  added.  "They  may  also 
have  received  interesting  media  attention  or 
won  certain  prestigious  awards.  For  example, 
the  documentary  'When  We  Were  Kings,'  fea- 
tured in  the  Fall  1997  series,  won  an  Academy 
Award  for  Best  Documentary  in  1996."  (A  pow- 
erful drama  featuring  the  1994  world  heavy 
weight  championship  fight  in  Zaire  between 


support  shown  for  them.  Previously,  we've  had 
themes  based  on  specific  foreign  movie  circuits, 
[like  a  French  Festival  of  films.  But  within  the  last 
five  years,  we've  gotten  away  from  that.  We've 
tried  to  spread  things  out  so  all  of  our  efforts  are 
'not  concentrated  in  one  area.  Now,  we  have  a 
more  representative  sampling  of  American  inde- 
pendent and  world  cinema." 

Farrell  went  on  to  explain  that  the  film 
selecting  committee  is  limited  to  ten  films  per 
semester,  therefore  the  selection  process  is  a  dif- 
ficult one. 

"There  are  a  zillion  movies  that  one  or  two 

'people  may  want  to  see,"  she  added.  "But  we  try 
to  pick  movies  that  many  people  would  be  inter- 
ested in.  There  are  a  number  of  variables  that 

I  come  into  play  we  ask  ourselves  the  question  has 
anyone  heard  of  it  and  would  anyone  want  to  see 
It.  We  look  at  factors  of  appropriateness,  of  time- 
liness. For  example,  is  the  movie  recent  a  recent 
jone?  A  lot  of  our  choices  are  based  on  availabili- 
ty. Can  these  films  be  played  on  our  16  mm  sys- 
tem? Are  they  available  on  the  dates  we  need 
them  or  have  they  been  booked  at  a  prior  time? 
rhe  committee  members  are  not  advisory  mem- 

'bers,  they  are  working  members.  They  all  have  a 
good  work  area,  for  example,  the  person  doing  the 
flyer  has  a  good  eye  for  design,  the  person  doing 
the  mailing  list  has  to  be  well  organized  and  be 
able  to  supervise  bulk  mailings  and  so  on.  Our 
members  all  have  various  talents.     We  have 

i  evolved  into  a  group  that  works  well  together  and 

i  gets  things  done." 

Farrell  also  described  recent  trends  in  foreign 
movies.  "You  used  to  have  an  exclusive  national 
German  cinema  or  Russian  cinema  and  most  of 


these  movies  were  sub-titled,"  she  emphasized. 
"Beginning  in  the  1990s,  many  European  coun- 
tries started  collaborating  and  doing  co-produc- 
tions, most  of  them  in  English.  The  hnes  between 
Foreign  and  American  independent  films  are  blur- 
ring. As  part  of  our  Fall  97  series,  we  have  three 
independent  French  films  offered  that  we  very- 
proud  of.  My  favorite  is  a  light,  breezy  romantic 
comedy  about  a  yoimg  Parisienne  who  is  search- 
ing the  city  for  her  missing  cat:  "When  the  Cat's 
Away." 

"La  Promesse"  explores  the  exploitation  of 
illegal  African  laborers  in  the  new  European  econ- 
omy, and  the  "City  of  Lost  Children,"  is  an  unsan- 
itized  fairy  tale  about  a  circus  strongman  and  a 
street  child  out  to  rescue  her  little  brother  from  a 
mad  scientist.  We  also  have  an  interesting  docu- 
mentary about  the  comeback  of  two  Yiddish  folk 
music  stars,  "Tickle  in  the  Heart."  This  should 
attract  a  lot  of  attention  because  there  is  an  inter- 
est in  Lafayette  for  music  from  all  around  the 
world." 

Other  movies  being  shown  in  the  Fall  97 
series  include:  "Lost  Highway,"  a  horror  story  of 
murder  and  splintering  psychological  dysfunction; 
"The  Pillow  Book,"  a  movie  about  an  Asian  fash- 
ion model  with  a  fetish  for  skin  calligraphy  which 
interconnects  sex  and  literature  into  a  visually 
engaging  poetry;  "Love!  Valor!  Compassion!"  por- 
trays the  enduring  friendship  of  eight  gay  men; 
and  "Small  Faces,"  explores  the  gritty  gang  vio- 
lence of  working-class  Scotland  youth  in  1968. 

These  movies  play  Mondays  at  4  and  7  p.m. 
throughout  the  Fall  and  Spring  semesters  and  are 
$2  per  feature  for  students  with  USL  IDs  and  $3 
for  non-students.  ^ 


Festival 
ACADIENS 


An  Annual 
Celebration  of 
Cajun  Culture. 

(a  lot) 
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'   "  aving  a  good  time  with  friends  to  drink  and  dancing  in  the  street, 
is  a  tradition  in  southern  Louisiana,  a  tradition  which  cannot  be  ignored 
even  in  the  face  of  bad  weather.  In  keeping  with  the  indomitable  Cajun  spirit 
fanning  the  flames  of  festival,  the  final  Downtown  Alive  of  the  spring  season 
was  held  on  a  corner  of  Jefferson  Street  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  July  1 997 
and  featured  the  folksy,  country-rock  tunes  of  the  Julianne  Banks  Band  out  of 
Austin,  Texas. 

Despite  the  overall  mugginess  and  encroaching  threat  of  rain,  at  least 
400  people,  including  a  small  biker  gang,  turned  out  for  the  show.  On  this 
occasion,  most  of  the  audience  was  middle-aged,  but  a  few  of  the  girls  wan- 
dering around  were  young  and  sported  navel  rings.  The  crowd  seemed  to 
consist  of  two  main  groups— those  talking  with  friends  over  their  plastic  cups 
of  beer  and  those  actually  listening  to  the  music— but  membership  in  both 
groups  constantly  fluctuated  as  more  people  got  thirsty  or  realized  their  bar 
tab  was  getting  too  high. 


As  the  pony-tailed  Ms.  Banks,  wearing  a  short  pink  dress,  bounced  about  the  makeshift  stage,  she  encour- 
aged the  audience  to  get  out  and  dance  by  promising  to  distribute  free  CDs.  As  one  wise  guy  whirled  out  into 
the  dance  area  alone,  she  corrected  her  earlier  statement  with,  "Couples  only,  please."  Long-haired  guitarist 
Nick  Travis  repeatedly  implored  the  crowd  to  phone  the  radio  station  and  request  the  band's  songs.  "All  the 
stations  play  only  one  song,"  he  lamented,  looking  pointedly  at  Planet  Radio  deejay  Pat  Man,  as  he  said  so. 

Before  long,  three  or  four  couples  moved  out  onto  the  dance  floor,  one  individual  even  bringing  his  beer 
along.  Off  to  one  side,  a  blue-haired  old  lady  was  doing  the  two-step.  Not  incidentally,  she  held  a  beer  cup  in 
one  hand.  In  general,  the  more  people  drank,  the  more  likely  they  were  to  start  dancing.  One  little  boy  of 
about  three,  however,  who  was  presumably  not  under  the  influence  of  alcohol,  was  equally  uninhibited.  He 
moved  wildly  about,  playing  air  guitar,  then  doing  something  along  the  lines  of  slapping  ants  off  his  body. 
When  he  finished  dancing,  he  went  over  to  the  large  speakers  and  lay  his  hands  on  them  to  feel  them  vibrate. 
Later,  he  tugged  on  the  rope  holding  up  the  Downtown  Alive  banner  until  his  father  appeared  and  hauled  him 
away  by  the  back  of  his  shirt. 

Announcer  Dominic  Johnson  commented,  "There's  such  a  great  music  scene  down  here  and  a  lot  of  people 
don't  know  it.  The  area  is  so  rich  with  talent."  Johnson,  who  has  been  announcing  the  event  for  three  years, 
recommended  the  Julienne  Banks  Band  to  the  Downtown  Development  Authority,  which  sponsors  two  annual 
seasons  of  Downtown  Alive  held  on  twelve  consecutive  Fridays. 

According  to  events  and  marketing  director  Wayne  Lejeune,  the  purpose  of  Downtown  Alive  is  to  bring 
attention  to  the  downtown  Lafayette  area.  "It's  one  thing  to  build  businesses,  but  it's  another  to  get  people  to 
check  them  out,"  Lejeune  said.  Many  of  the  local  clubs  and  restaurants  draw  in  customers  by  promising  more 
music  after  Downtown  Alive  ends  at  8:30.  One  of  the  event's  biggest  draws  is  blues  musician  Clarence 
"Gatemouth"  Brown.  Another  popular  entertainer,  Geno  de  la  Foss,  whose  father  helped  initiate  the  Zydeco 
music  movement  and  who  began  playing  at  the  age  of  five,  has  also  appeared  at  Downtown  Alive.  Vicki 
Peters,  who  gained  fame  in  the  80's  female  band.  The  Bangles,  played  in  the  downtown  area  with  the 
Continental  Drifters.  ^ 


A,  (cnialivc  [jlacoH  to  .shop  are  becomiriK  more  and  more  popular  on  college  cam- 
pus(!H  throufiiioLiL  Ihc  United  States.  Due  to  th<'  fact  that  college  .students  usually  buy  their 
own  clothe.s,  (those  hack  to  school  shopping  tri|)s  with  mom  are  over  for  most  of  us),  these 
alternative  shops  carry  everything  a  college  student  needs,  except  the  high  prices.  And  due 
to  the  proximity  of  the  mall  from  IJSL,  many  students  are  finding  that  stores  like 
Eu[)horia  or  the  (Joodwill  iiave  many  items  and  prices  that  they  are  looking  for. 

Kuphoria  has  everything  from  Levi's  to  body  piercing  to  incen.se  to  tarot  card  read- 
ings. They  are  located  on  W.  Congress  and  have  items  to  furnish  your  apartment,  or 
clothes  to  hang  in  your  closet.  They  even  have  "shirt  day"  where  you  buy  one  shirt  and  get 
a  second  one  free.  You  can't  beat  Euphoria's  prices,  location,  and  selection.  For  those  who 
love  used,  one  of  a  kind  type  fashion,  Euphoria  is  a  great  place  to  start  your  looking. 

At  the  Goodwill,  you  never  know  what  you  may  find.  From  that  Incredible  Hulk 
shirt  to  mismatching  pots  and  pans,  the  Goodwill  is  a  great  place  to  hunt  for  items.  The 
great  prices  at  the  Goodwill  are  great,  and  they  constantly  have  new  merchandise  almost 
daily.  Many  students  find  items  like  the  game  Pong,  vinyl  records,  used  radios,  books,  and 
framed  art.  You  can  really  make  your  living  area  really  unique  and  decorate  it  without 
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Tne  News  in  imi 


^'A  was  among  Lhc  mo'^l  veil  - 
ighl)'  rc>spccl;cd  women  in  Lhc 
la  lor  halPoP  Lhc  LwcnLicLh 
1948  -she  Pounded  a  religiou-s 
man  CaLholic  nuns  in  CalcuLLa, 
Lhc  Missionaries  oP  ChariLy. 
is  order,  she  dedicaLed  her  liPc 
he  poor  Lhe  sick  and  Lhe  d\  in^ 
world,  parLicularh  Lhose  in 
elPlcss  work  wiLh  Lhe  needy 
r  much  acclaim  and  many 
uding  Lhc  Nobel  Peace  Pri/e  in 
ied  al  Lhe  age  oP  87  on 
5.  1997  oP  hearL  PailureaL  her 


Brilainand  I  he  VkOrld  bid  f'arcvcll  lo  Diana, 
Princess  of  Wales,  on  a  sparkling  Sept  ember  morn- 
ing v^'ilh  a  grand  Iribule  rich  in  pageantry.  Since 
hcrdcalh  in  a  car  crash  in  Paris  a  week  bef  ore.  The 
counlry  had  wil  ncsscd  an  astonishing  oulpouring 
of'  grid'  I'hal  Forced  a  reclusive  monarchy  lo  join  in 
Lhc  kind  oP  Cull  ccicbraUon  of'  Diana's  life  thai 
Lhc  millions  oC  people  v^/ho  Flooded  inlo  London 
demanded.  Her  sons,  William,  15,and  Harry,  12,  "sLood 
inallcndancc,  joined  by  L  heir  Fa  I;  her.  Prince 
Charles  and  her  brolhcr,  Earl  Spencer,  as  her  body 
was  taken  into  WcsbminisFcr  Abbey  Millions 
packed  l:hc  cite  For  the  Funeral  oF  Diana.  11  vasa 
crowd  unmatched  since  Ihe  end  oF  World  War  ]J. 
More  than  a  million  bouquets  by  oFFicial  courF 
were  sbackcd  ouFsidc  Fhe  royal  palaces. 


107 


United  States  Secretary  oF  State  Madeline  Yy. 


Kirsl  l;ac  N  llillacN  Clint  on  l  iirncd  SO  on  October 
26,  l'^'^7.  &ho  wa-s  I  he  mcsl  CamouHof''  the  ('cmalc 
Baby  Bo:>mcrs.  During  her  hu'sband's  ('irst  term  a* 
Prcsider  I  .  Illllars  Clinton  took  a  leading  role  in 
health  c  ire  rel'orm.  Now, after  nearly  tvo  vcars  in 
the  ving  i,  >she  wa-^  quietly  returning  to  center 
ntiige  to  begin  a  program  on  child  care.  One  com- 
pe^l^ng  reason  tor  her  to  move  on  to  the  ne\t  pro- 
ject 4s  t  10  empt\  nest  her  daughter  Chelsea  had 
left  hdm  r  tor  college.  She  seemed  ready  For  a  new 
c ha llcng< •  a nd  a  new  project. 


3 


Sesldent  Bill  Clinton  was  t|-  e  first  Democratic  presi- 
Ac 

ilbnh  in  60  jmr«ito  be  elect  ed  to  a  second  term.  A 
centrist  )Jcw  Democrat,  he  transformed  his  once 
Jta|kaguered  part).  Under  h  i  presidency,  the  United 


•   7»  • 

•jtTSvSfflknjoved  the  lowest  :  ate  of  inflation  since  the 
Iwi^^  ^W's, and  he  was  the  first  president  in  17  years 
to  submit  a  balanced  budget  to  Congress.  His  vice 
president,  Al  Qore,  was  considered  a  verv  powerful 
vice  president  and  was  the  president's  closest  advis- 
er. The  49  vcar  old  Qore  was  considered  a  favorite  for 
the  Democratic  presidential  nomination  in  vear 
2000.  Hovkcvcra  vcar  after  their  re-election,  both 
men  were  under  close  scrutinv  for  campaign  finance 
violations. 


*V  iv*^  .  H  2000.  liov^  even  a  vcar  after  their  re-electi^ 

,:*».^i-_*j^\V.'  men  were  under  close  scrutinv  for  campaign 

'iSS^-  •  «  violations. 

The  President's  teenage  daughter  left  home  in  September  Chelsea  Clinton  went  off  to  college  some  3.000  miles 
from  home.  The  18  vcar  old  })ational  Scholarship  finalist  accepted  an  offer  from  Stanford  Universitv  in  F^lo  Alto. 
Calif  Choosing  this  palm-studded  campus  30  miles  south  of  San  Fransisco  was  a  bit  of  a  bold  stroke  for  the  first 
daughter.  Friends  saw  it  as  a  reflection  of  her  eagerness  to  escape  the  White  House  'bubble."  and  shed  the  pres- 
sures of  Washington  life.  Chelsea  agoni/cd  between  Stanford  and  Princeton  right  up  to  the  weekend  before  she 
made  her  decision.  Her  Secret  Service  detail  >Mll  trv  their  best  to  make  her  stav  as  normal  as  possible. 


MUSIC  in  1991 


Despite  comparisons  with  earlier  groups  like 


Menudo  and  New  Kids  on  |ie  Block,  the  Spice 
Girls  have  jUmped  into  superstlrdom,  grabbing  the 


adoration  that  comes  with  overnight  worldwide 
fame,  with  only  one  album  to  their  credit,  the  five 
young  women  took  the  world  by  storm  with  their 
saucy  antics  and  innumerable  shouts  of  "Girl 
Power."  The  five  stars  go  by  the  names  Geri,  Mel 
B,  Emma,  Victoria,  and  Mel  C.  They  got  together  in 
1994  and  cut  their  first  single  a  year  later.  Their 
album  "Spice"  hit  the  charts  in  early  1997  and 

stayed  all  year. 


Jewel  began  writing  ^\ 
of  You,"  was  releasStf  in 
charts.  She  was  raised  ir 


Sgs  V  hen  she  was  17.  Now,  at  23,  she's  a  star.  Her  first  album,  "Pieces 
1 99i )  and  became  an  instant  hit,  spending  well  over  a  year  on  the 
n  Alaska  where  she  began  performing  at  the  age  of  5.  Her  junior  and 


senior  years  in  high  school  were  spent  at  the  Interlochen  Fine  Arts  Academy  in  Michigan.  She 
then  went  to  San  Diego,  which  she  now  calls  home.  However,  Jewel  makes  a  point  of  maintain- 
ing a  solid  connection  to  her  roots  in  Homer,  Alaska — she  carries  a  container  of  genuine  Alaska 
dirt  wherever  she  travels.  in 


CoBtry  star  Tim  McGraw,  whose  last  two 
allMis— "Not  A  Minute  Too  Soon"  and  "All  I 
WaB"  — sold  a  combined  7  million  copies,  built 
hi^mreer  on  a  heartbreak  ballad.  In  the  two 
yeS  since  "All  I  Want"  hit  the  charts,  McGraw 
|Mflne  a  millionaire,  married  country  music's 
Hill,  had  a  daughter  and  gained  respect 
as  ISproducer.  His  fourth  album,  "Everywhere", 
"^e^lects  these  changes  in  his  life.  The  hit  album 
chronicles  a  man  in  transition. 


The  Verve  Pipe  is  an  incredible  rock/pop/a  ter- 
native  band  from  East  LAnsing,  Michigan.  T  leir"" 
first  single,  "Photograph",  received  a  lot  o  air 


time  and  became  a  fairly  big  hit.  But  its  succ  e^ 
cannot  be  compared  to  their  latest  single,  "Th 


Freshman."  That  song  enjoyed  time  at  Nun  ber\ 
One  on  the  Billboard  chart.  The  rest  of  the 
album,  "Villians",  contains  an  incredible  m  x  of 
sounds.  The  Verve  Pipe  Carved  their  own  n  che 

in  the  music  world. 


ss 
)er  * 


Phil  ih  has  established  an  impressive  reputa- 
tion of  tireless  touring,  dazzling  improvisation 
anc  innovative  rock  and  roll.  And  the  Vermont 
bas  3d  quartet  is  the  reigning  "jam"  band  in  the 
lan( ,  boasting  one  of  the  most  devoted  follow- 
ingi  in  all  of  rock.  The  group  was  assembled 
16  University\  of  Vermont  by  guitarists  Trey 
tasio  III  and  Jeff  Holdsworth.  One  of  their 
ns  to  fame  was  to  have  the  ice  cream 
ens  Ben  &  Jerry  honor  the  group  with  its 
flavor — Phish  Food,  a  tantalizing  combi- 
DH  of  milk  chocolate  ice  cream,  caramel, 
shmallow  swirls  and  fish  shaped  chocolate 


How  did  a  trio  of  adolescent  boys  from  America's  heartland  manage  to  hit  stardom  in  the  music  world?  By  being 
young,  cute,  blonde  and  happy,  the  brothers  Hanson  became  the  newest  kids  on  the  pop  charts.  The  band's 
infectious  single  "MMMBop"  and  their  album  "Middle  of  Nowhere"  flooded  the  ainwaves  around  the  world.  Isaac 
(16),  Taylor  (14),  and  Zac  (11)  grew  up  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  But  success  didn't  come  overnight.  The  youngsters 
dealt  with  their  share  or  rejection  slips  before  they  were  discovered  in  1996  at  the  Kansas  State  Fair., 
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Amoung  Students  in  American 
Universities  and  Colleges  1998 
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Emmanuel  A.  Adj^ 


year  old  Chrfe  Gradrw 
jnt  Bnc| Grievance  committee  chairman 
towaisdski  more  successful  governing  bod' 
\i^tf^  feel  that  I  have  k>methin^  positive 

jl^hris  steps  into  past  presicJent  Ted  Da' 
USI^o  be  abl^o^i,drly  recognize  tl^ir  senat< 

stude^jPi4(^  toware|^^k&- university  -  pr^fle  in  theTr  dca^emk  and  personal  achievements,  of  th; 
goal  for  eq|^  senator  is  for  them  to  he  forever  mindful  of  their  accountability  to  the  stui 
^        Upon  assuming  the  position  of  president,  Chris  immediately  picked  up  many 


efivis 
obilities. 


wish  to  a^uire^ 
_  jand  arfiletics., 

jgress,  dsyfell  aspeaan 

several  of  his  own.  Already  in  progress  >^^the  Red  Dot  Program,  Campus  Clean-U^,  T^l^^l^odk  rental  prc)^ams,'^IW»^^ 
reserrtation  on  the  IrHernet,  Organization  o^toi. month,  development  of  a  student  fee  oversight  comtywftee,  anc^|[ding  in 
"USL's  transitiort  toM^^^s  selective  admissr6nsJ^r'tlai|^FdHv^98  semester" 

To  the  stuc^ent  yy:    X?S>  C.      -^V.    ^^.^^^^^-^^r^^  ^      ^  e 
"Students  at  USrore  extremelySoigOer©ur  Omveiwy  is  unique-'wfe  are  pf^brrriffately  d|[|^nyuter  scnoot 
have  a  swamp  on  campu^;'greatj(fcspitality^a  diverje  student  body,  and  a  candidne^-af  coming  togeffUr  in 

I  realize  It  is  a  challeqaiig  task  to  get  Tnv/olved  on  cannpus  when  there  are  so  many  other  things  going^orLi 
you.  At  USL,  you  can  establish  a?fel  maintau^^our  ide^ity^etSPci  st^l«^^,  aaef^t  mer^|j^  social  secuciJ>M?i^fTvh(^^  are 
the  heartbeat  on  this  campuv  I  urge  you  to  aftain  a  {\M  c&iLim  eaperSndfc.  Yqg)  can  make  your  mcu4?*Dn^fifl(iraipSrand  in  life 


by  getting  invo!v( 


triis  campuv  1  u 
ed  at  USL*S«c.ce 


cesrWthout  a  meanini 


can  make  your  rnj 
[less.  Have  a 


you 


do!" 


« 


in  CK 

^'   

im  ilj^iUPDn,  T^^TOvis  mwde  an^mSct  a' 

avis  tacklecLilse  f-ifipnce  Committee' and 


ISIQ^Jkket  that  he  ran 


t  faith  later 


short  time.  Fitting'* 
ed0iQA  to  another 


^acancy 
sful 


lately  had  on  agenda  fqr  his  year  as 
rganization  cbRciDrised  yith  presidents  orofficeri,  from 

eech  Alley.  I  strongly  feel  that  students'^v^i^j^jTO^^OlWfflm^^o^y, 


which  is^ 
rgan 


sting  a  few  creative  things  which  I  hope  wilKhelp  go^-^K^ib 
gttir^^volved  in  this  university  to  change  poli^^ 
that  i^tudents  realize  that  they  pay  for  all  these 
their  needs,  then  in  genei 


J^iwl•l|l^^t^^latform  to  do  it. 
jreness  is  another  goal  I  havj 
|in|their  college  life  here  on  cai 
I  may  in  fact  go  against  what  J^e^sfuden 
lel  and  they  are  the  deciding  ^o&Slkdim^f^ 
!lct|do  their  part  and  GET  INV6llfig| 

^^feglgEJBSS^' a  mission  statement,  to  lel.<ko»i8»Beiigril'  ix)dy-img)W'^X'^fit^  senate 
ing  as  a  constant  guide. 
t|)dem  body: 
orrectimap^s  enable 


losing'  th^  correct  data  that  will 
I  J  ^ IStupent  Government  as  th 


SGA  will  be  just 
involved  -  get  Invois^adJ^lOV 


We  can  rn|kA|iu^ecilioi 
student  <x^om 
in  creating  fhese  mapsjtl 
to  follow/-  The  Student's 


arguerita  Auguiltcid/iriiis  year's  SGA  Treasurer,  is  a  21  year  old  Social  Stu^lft 
Having  served  a  year  aSj^n,  Education  senator,  Marguerita  felt  competent 
to  "open  the  doors"  for  he<^^«^re,         elected  official 

Acad^ics*"'ijre^ltell|^^ing      my  list  (of  goals 
el  for  ^3lyp  schobl,often^  community." 
Manjf^ita^ 

Margifetiitgi  S^aerjS^terM^tWij^jipeTFNhe  SGA  office,  workingj^to'  com 

freshrhen  with  qu^stjpns  about  USL,  and  told  ofi^^falfon  groups 


As  well 


f^"  thelfer^te*tHj997:  "  To^pfend  their  money  v 
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tyersal  Genen 


<4  Br^ 
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e  a  positive  rdfe 
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invol 


ave  a  successtui  ye^ 
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not  pictured:  Terri  Tharp 
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■^Cjwimte^lhe  Issues  Coo)an^ee,Th^laL,niappi. 
^         The  Yfonld' Cuhimi  CoJaniiee 


'iijoy 


jh'eO  Th 


ike  CoowvrtreelAM 
{and  liiLaveThc  xol 

which  line  sbowiutMiJovies, 
vagauza,  aiiolinvhui^  vuriohs  ^peakenf 


e  UP^'m/ttf  is  on.  we  secou^ 

IS  one  Of  ilPC's  ^minTj 
mnv  ahojiT  rhe  Afi^cau-/^ 

.ms  tpeakens  kl  d 


Th 
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fis  veny  i 
The  dmve 
coal  IS  JO  pLaif 


UT  TO  all 


•wvje, 


Hallo 


un  aoTiviTies.s 


liiT  CoQjmiTT£c  IS  also  \ 


■STudeuT^aT  LI: 
ar  The  st 


TO  USL.   This  comonTTee 


HOT  am 


^ecoammk 


\es\ 


J.  T/;t'v  am  MS]^\s^e 
j  Veople  on  rhis  coowmee 


^plafimng  and  pRoo)OTinei  diffenenT  evenTS  rh'^  vake  pla 
cowedy  shows,    dances,  and  OThen  fiin  Thii^s  of  Thaj 
rs,  huT  also  have  an  oppoKTunny  to  a)eeT  Th\  staks. 

''oo)0)iT7ee  plans  all  of  The  eveuTS  i/niT  Take  place  diiKinQ^ljoojecoonnc  week.   Soo)e  of: 
E^ll^honfiKes,  scavengen  hunis,  paKTies,and  concenrs.   Th^ose  in  This  co(no)iJTee  alsv 
\nsoK.s,  and  OTheRS  while^lanm^'g  fon  one  of  The  yeaK's  kigi^esT  evenTs. 

Ips  TO  ojake  peopleyiwaK^f:  iQ)poKTanT  issues  ThaT  ane      caQ^nls,  local,  STaTe 
Thev  one  Responsible  fOR  pReseimni^  educoTional  pRoc;Raa)ui^o  The  sTudenTs  aT 

The  Issues 


md  naTioual  uvpoR 
USL,   and  plan  such 
Comomree  !s  said 

If  you  alwavs  1 
Coa3a)i0i^^^H^pon. 
OMisic.  This  My  alsd 

TheSpiRiT  Com 
all  campus  aThleTics. 

The  Road  TRips  to  out  Qt  towh  c^aons.  \ 

USL  IS  a  wovlo  umo  nself,  and  omny  culTUResjexiST  in  This  woRld.   ThaT  is  wheRe  The  WokIi)  CuhuRe 
Coo)0)iTTee  coo)es  into  play.  This  CoonviTTce  helps  one  tv  leaRn  custoqjs,  supeRSTiTwns,  amsic,  beliefs,  dance, 
and  STORies  fRom  OThen.  culTimes.  Thev  plan  and  paRTme  in  such  Things  like  The  InTCRnuTional  Flac  CeReoJony, 
Eyes^^Wide  Open,  and  pRoqmo)s  dealing  wnh  The  local  iuhuRe. 

icTiviTies  Of  all  The  OTheR  CommiTTees  m  UPC.   They  ane 


{ao)s  as  FRee  Speech  Allev,  Aids  AwaReness,  and  Woolen's,  Week. 

I 

■he  coo)onTTee  of  "HichcR  LeaRmng".  , 

sr 

a  liTTle  soojeThmc  cxtro,  you  should  be  an  The  laqmappe  CocnmiTTce 
^£);R  planning  laQniappe  Dav.   This  is  an  ameRnoon  ThaT  include  gao)es,  and  live 
SS:  a  liTTle  soo)e  Thing  exTRa,  ThaT  is  10,900  pounds  of  boiled  CRawfish 
helps  TO  pRoo)OTe  The  spiRiT  of  The  USL  %.TudenTS.  Thev  help  to  cam  suppoKT 
Weople  Of  This  coo)a)iTTee  ORgamze  such  Thii^s  as  Kq^gm'  Rour,  pep  Rallies 
)wn  gao)es. 


7poRT 
,  and^l 


The  Public  RelaTions  ComanTTee  pRooyoTes  The 
'^^Iso  Responsible  tOR  coondmaTing  Welcoo^e  Week.  The 
\eTween  fOR  The  maypus  and  como)uniTy  acedia  and  The 


people  who  paRTake  m  This  cocna^iTTee  acT  as  The  i0 
USL  News  SeRvice  DepaRTcnenT. 


story  by:  Kacy  Watts 


/ 
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STUDENT  OllIEIVTATIOIV 
STAFF 

Each  Spmng,  apphcaTions  ane  accepred  poR  volumeeK  posnions 
on  The  STudem  Omemajion  Siapp,  aka:  The  SOS.  Fnom  The 
hmdned  on  so  ThaT  apply,  This  yean,  32  STudems  wene  selecT- 
ed  on  The  hasis  op  TheiR  knowledge  ahom  The  caaopus,  and  out- 
gomq  peRSonalmes.  The  STapp  is  poRmed  wnh  The  idea  op 
woRking  as  a  Team,  so  ThaT  each  memheR  has  soooeThing  to 
conTRiluTe  TO  The  gRoup.  SOS  is  as  dweRse  an  ORganizaTion  as 
USl's  campus  nselp.  The  puRpose  op  These  volmTeeRS  is  to 
lead  ORiemaTions  ThRoughom  The  summeR  to  The  Thousands  op 
incoming  pReshmen  and  TRanspeR  STudenTS  ThaT  come  to  USL 
each  pall.  The  STudems  on  STapp  compleTe  hundReds  op  houRs 
op  TRainmg  ahouT  The  umveRsny.  Some  op  These  ORienTaTions 
aRe  oveRnighT,  and  as  mosT  op  These  volumeeRS  aTTend  sum- 
meR school,  IT  IS  a  TRue  TesTamem  to  how  much  These  stu- 
deuTS  value  Them  school.  The  ORienTaTion  STapp  is  opTcn  The 
piRST  Real  comacT  incoming  STudems  have  wnh  The  USL  com- 
munny,  and  These  volumeeRS  should  he  salmed  poR  TheiR  haRd 
woRk  and  eppoRT. 

story  by:  Kimberly  C  Boudreaux 


Doctor  Dean 
Chris  Breaux,  Kr)%a 
Candace  Hogan,  B 
Mose,  Jamie  Onellion 
LaQuata  Thomas,  Angie 
I        Wheeler,  Walleen  WiHiams, 


Kimberly  Boudreaux, 
ifory,  Kaissy  Hammer, 
ichelle  Morse,  Travis 
oute,  Laura  Taylor, 
Neacy  Turner,  Ferris 
and  Noiko  Wilson 
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Alpha  Beta  is  USL's  accounting  honor  fraternity 
that  consists  of  only  selected  accounting  majors. 
Goals  of  the  organization  include  becoming  a 
nationally  recognized  club  (Beta  Alpha  Psi)  and 
participating  in  the  Volunteer  Income  Tax 
Association  (VITA)  project.  Alpha  Beta  remains 
involved  with  the  school  by  tutoring  accounting 
students  and  helps  the  community  by  tabulating 
the  MDA  telethon. 


GROUPS 


Based  in  the  College  of  Applied  Life 
Sciences,  Ambassadors  is  a  service  orga- 
nization. Members  visit  area  high 
schools  and  provide  information  about 
USL  and  CoALS. 


The  Accounting  Society  is  a  professional 
campus  organization  which  increases 
the  knowledge  of  its  members  in  the  field 
of  accounting  by  sponsoring  lectures. 
This  group  offers  a  good  way  for 
accounting  majors  to  meet  one  another 
and  share  information.  The  society  pro- 
vides information  to  members  on  courses 
to  prepare  themselves  for  the  CPA  exam. 
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The  American  Association  of  Family  and 
Consumer  Sciences  bodes  in  the  human  resources 
department.  Members  do  community  sevice 
projects  each  year,  and  complete  fundraisers  to 
send  members  to  national  and  state  conventions. 


Circle  K  International  is  a  service  oriented  organi- 
zation. It  is  affiliated  with  Kiwanis  and  Key  Club. 
Participating  in  conferences,  holding  meetings 
every  Thursday,  supporting  the  national  service 
project,  IDD,  and  involving  themselves  in  other 
various  campus  and  community  events.  Circle  K 
allov/s  students  to  experience  leadership  and 
friendship  through  service. 


Chi  Alpha  is  an  organization  v/hose  motto  is 
"Reconciling  Students  Through  Christ".  Activities  such 
as  weekly  meetings  in  the  Bayou  Bijou,  worship  ser- 
vices every  Wednesday  with  a  free  lunch,  and  other 
various  events  allow  them  to  create  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  for  students  to  discover  Christ  through  fel- 
lowship with  others.  It  is  affiliated  with  various  church- 
es in  the  community  and  is  open  to  all  denominations. 
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The  USL  College  Republicans  are  extremely  active 
within  their  party.  The  organization  brings  in 
speakers  (fornner  governor  Buddy  Roemer  spoke 
this  Fall),  helps  with  campaigning,  brings  infor- 
mation to  local  high  schools,  and  helps  the  com- 
munity through  fundraisers  for  their  charity,  MDA. 


CoALS  is  the  parent  organization  for  all  organi- 
zations within  the  College  of  Applied  Life 
Sciences.  They  arrange  college-wide  activities 
and  socials. 
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Members  of  the  Communicative  Disorders  Honor 
Society  are  Amy  Breaux,  Angie  Broussard,  Shawn  Butler 
(Treasurer),  Christon  Duhon,  Monica  Guarino,  Tiffany 
Harmon  (President),  Tina  Marks,  Leah  Odom,  Rhonda 
Regouffre  (Vice  President),  Jim  Snyder,  and  Keri  Viltz. 
Dr.  Tom  Rigo  is  the  advisor. 


The  Criminal  Justice  Society  is  an  acadennic  organiza- 
tion that  focuses  on  providing  infornnation  pertaining 
to  jobs  and  events  v/ithin  the  Criminal  Justice  field. 
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The  USL  Council  on  Family  Relations,  (CFR),  is 
a  campus  organization  that  promotes  av/are- 
ness  of  family  issues.  It  is  a  service-oriented 
organization  open  to  all  majors  v/ith  no  GPA 
requirements.  Past  activities  for  this  academic 
year  have  included:  visiting  nursing  homes, 
visiting  and  organizing  activities  for  children 
at  children  shelters  as  v/ell  as  taking  children 
on  field  trips  and  organizing  food  drives  for 
shelters.  (No  fees  to  join). 


Delta  Sigma  Pi  is  a  fraternity  for  business  majors. 
Like  a  fraternity,  members  must  go  through  pledg- 
ing, but  this  group  is  co-educational.  They  par- 
ticipate in  community  service  activities  such  as  St. 
Judes  Dream  Home  and  social  and  professional 
activities.  They  also  help  out  during  campus 
events  such  as  Career  Day  and  Senior  Day. 
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Gamma  Beta  Phi  is  an  honor  fraternity  here  at  USL. 
Membership  is  extended  to  all  majors  and  certain 
requirements  must  be  met  for  eligibility. 


Members  of  the  Food  Service  Committee  are 
Marguerite  Aguillard  (SGA),  Jason  Begnaud,  Jon 
Bertholot,  Antony  Billes,  Tonya  Carter,  Mark 
Cowan  (Union  Cafeteria),  Kevin  Cox,  Jerome 
Escuriex  (Grouchos/  Catering),  Chris  Gradney 
(SGA),  Leonard  King  (Conference  Center),  Ravis 
Martinez  (SGA),  Danielle  Scott,Tara  Smythe, 
Mark  Stroud  (Director),  Dexter  Turner,  and  Ed 
Wilcox. 
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This  club  holds  monthly  meetings  v/hich  feature 
various  speakers  who  provide  motivation  to  students 
interested  in  a  self-designed  curriculum.  Members 
participate  in  fundraising  activities  to  aid  needy 
families  in  the  Lafayette  area.  The  organization 
also  helps  with  Senior  Day  and  Get  on  Board  Day 
on  campus.  The  General  Studies  Club  provides 
scholarships  to  outstanding  students  in  the  general  ^ 
studies  major. 


The  German  club,  composed  of  both  students  and  German  speaking  Acadiana  residents 
has  unfortunately  declined  in  size  in  recent  years,  but  still  holds  an  annual  Christmas  party 
and  regularly  shows  German  films  or  documentaries  ,  most  of  which  are  subtitled  in 
English.  This  year,  German  native  Professor  Hans  Paffenholzen,  from  the  University  of 
Duisburg,  worked  to  create  an  MBA  program  at  USL  for  German  exchange  students  trying 


to  earn  a  degree  at  an  American  University, 


The  Honors  Program  provides  its  members  with 
educational  opportunities  made  available  with 
the  use  of  weekly  seminars  and  advanced 
courses.  The  Honors  Board  consists  of  a 
committee  of  these  students  picked  by  their 
peers  to  aid  in  activities  such  as  scholarship 
testing  and  honors  seminar  programming. 


The  USL  Geological  Society  is  a  university  organi- 
zation dedicated  to  the  promotion  of  Geology.  It  is 
open  to  students  of  all  majors  in  good  academic 
standing  and  is  currently  composed  of  about  30 
members.  Students  are  exposed  to  the  professional 
field  through  participation  in  business  meetings 
and  contact  with  geologists  in  the  industry.  Other 
activities  include  regular  field  trips  and  canoe  trips. 
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Judo  is  the  gentle  way  to  use  someone  else's 
strength  against  them  in  a  form  of  self-defense. 
The  judo  classes  involve  two  white-belt  and  one 
intermediate  course  of  training.  From  these 
classes,  teams  are  formed,  which  participate  in 
about  six  out-of-state  tournaments.  The  judo 
club  can  be  found  practicing  on  an  average  of 
four  times  a  week. 
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The  International  Student  Organization  provides  a 
place  for  International  students  to  feel  at  home. 
They  have  an  annual  fashion  show,  showcasing 
food  and  attire  of  members'  native  lands.  Weekly 
coffee  hours  are  open  to  all  USL  students  wlio 
would  like  to  share  in  the  fun,food,  and  games. 


GR0UPS 
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This  is  a  professional  organization  for 
education  majors.  The  organization 
gives  students  a  head  start  in  a  teaching 
career.  Several  conventions  and 
workshops  are  held  to  give  members 
information  on  teaching. 
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officers  of  the  Love  Alive  Christian 
Fellowship  are: 
Emily  Moore  -  President 
Tammara  Trail  -  Vice  President 
Cosalind  Frank  -  Secretary- 
Delia  Little  -  Treasurer 


The  National  Pan-Hellenic  Council  consists  of 
several  national  organizations  which  offer  a 
public  service  organization  dedicated  to  a  pro- 
gram of  sharing  membership  skills  and  organi- 
zational services  in  the  public  interest. 


The  Newman  Club  is  a  recognized  Catholic 
Organization  based  at  USL's  Wisdom  Church. 
The  group  gathers  for  fun  events,  such  as 
Homecoming,  as  well  as  worship  and  prayer. 
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Omega  Phi  Alpha  is  not  a  Greek  sorority, 
they  are  considered  a  national  service  club. 
They  operate  under  three  cardinal  principles. 
These  are  friendship,  leadership,  and  service. 
The  last  of  the  three  is  the  most  important. 
This  year's  president's  project  is  illiteracy.  The 
Omega  Phi  Alpha  is  open  to  anyone  v/ho 
wants  to  service  her  school  and  community. 
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S.P.E.A.K.  stands  for  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Environmental  Action  and  Knowledge,  a  volun- 
teer organization.  S.PE.A.K.'s  main  goal  is, 
through  education  and  service,  to  bring  environ- 
mental issues  to  the  USL  community.  This  club  is 
involved  in  a  number  of  regional  and  local  activi- 
ties, such  as  Lafayette  Hazards  waste  day,  a 
campus  wide  aluminum  recycling  program  and 
Earth  day  activities  every  spring. 


Psi  Chi  is  the  National  Honor  Society  for 
Psychology.  This  organization  is  mainly  about 
encouraging  behavior  and  other  things  that  wil 
help  its  members  get  into  graduate  school.  The 
biggest  event  that  this  club  puts  on  is  Psychology 
Day.  This  is  a  day  where  speakers  and  social  sci- 
ence students  come  to  speak.  Do  not  think  that  Psi 
Chi  is  all  work  and  no  ploy,  the  club  also  par- 
takes in  various  social  events  such  as  BBQ's  and 
the  touring  of  different  psychological  facilities. 


This  organization  trains  students  to  build  and 
develop  leadership  skills  and  produces  officers  for 
the  US  Army,  US  Army  Reserves,  and  US  Army 
National  Guard.  Students  are  led  by  cadre  active 
duty  personnel  v/ith  senior  cadets,  that  hold  the 
key  leadership  positions  in  the  cadet  chain  of 
command.  The  ROTC  cadets  assist  with  activities 
on  campus  such  as  manning  portals  at  games. 


Sigma  Tau  Delta  is  an  English  honor  society  open 
to  all  liberal  arts,  education  and  journalism  majors. 
The  group  gives  members  the  chance  to  meet  with 
professors  on  an  informal  basis  and  to  present  the 
students  with  knowledge  about  English  and 
Literature  not  normally  presented  in  the  classroom. 


The  Southwestern  Association  of  Student  Nurses  is 
active  in  the  Lafayette  community  and  has  increased  its 
membership  from  only  40  members  last  year  to  300. 
Members  volunteer  at  the  Lafayette  Health  Community 
Clinic  and  the  Red  Cross.  In  conjunction  with  the 
American  Lung  Association,  members  administer  free 
flu  shots  to  senior  citizens  in  the  community. 
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The  Student  Health  Information  Society's  goal  is  to 
provide  meaningful  interaction  among  Health 
Information  Management  students  at  USL  and 
other  medical  groups.  It  also  helps  to  further 
their  professional  knowledge  and  effectiveness  by 
interaction  with  Health  Information  Management 
personal  and  to  promote  greater  enrollment  into 
the  Health  Information  program. 


'  MLMmmikiLij 


This  club  is  open  to  anyone  who  has  taken  a 
Taekwondo  class  at  USL.  It's  an  organization 
that  allows  students  who  share  an  interest  in  Toe 
Kwon  Do  to  train  and  practice  outside  of  class. 
The  goal  of  the  group  is  to  promote  the  martial 
arts  spirit  which  is  to  "improve  the  mind,  body 
and  spirit."   There  are  no  fees  to  join  and  the 
organization  has  about  70  current  members. 
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The  Vermilion  Honor  Society's  goal  is  recognizing 
and  furthering  students  outstanding  abilities  in 
leadership  and  scholarship.  It  is  open  to  every- 
one and  it  requires  a  3.2  GPA,  at  least  45  credit 
hours,  participation  in  an  organization  other  than 
a  Greek  organization,  and  have  at  least  one  year 
remaining  in  school.  They  do  many  activities  and 
service  projects,  including  Faith  House. 


NSBE  is  one  of  the  largest  student  organiza- 
tions of  its  type  in  the  country,  established  to 
help  its  members  excel  academically,  succeed 
professionally  and  impact  the  community. 
NSBE  educates  its  members  through  tutoring, 
group  study  sessions,  mentor  study  groups, 
attendance  of  the  national  conference,  and  also 
through  high  school  outreach  programs. 


GROUPS 
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The  American  Institute  of  Architecture  Students  is 
nationally  based  in  Washington  D.C.  Through 
recruitement  and  conventions,  the  organization 
provides  a  way  for  architecture  students  to  get  to 
know  each  other.  They  have  an  annual  Beaux 
Arts  Ball  and  Crawfish  Boil. 


\>    The  American  Mechanical  Engineering  Society's 
goal  is  to  inform,  represent,  and  benefit  those 
students  in  the  mechanical  engineering  field. 
They  hold  meetings  with  speakers  from  various 


companies,  which  allows  members  to  become 
aware  of  career  opportunities.  They  also  take 


field  trips  to  corporations  such  as  Intralox  and 
attend  regional  meetings.  AMES  is  also  plan- 
ning to  send  a  newsletter  to  all  its  members  to 
update  them  on  the  latest  club  news. 


The  Society  for  Mechanical  Engineers  is  a  recog- 
nized engineering  organization  at  USL  It  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  for  students  in  mechanical 
engineering  to  meet  others  in  their  field. 
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Alpha  Zeta  is  on  Honorary  Professional 
Fraternity  open  to  students  majoring  in 
Renewable  Resources.  It  studies  issues  pertain- 
ing to  Agriculture  and  Environmental  Resources. 
Members  have  to  be  in  the  top  40%  of  their 
class,  starting  at  the  sophomore  level,  and  are 
selected  according  to  leadership,  scholarship 
and  fellowship  skills.  The  organization  is  cele- 
brating its  1 00th  year  Anniversary  on 
November  Seventh,  1 997. 
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^  The  Baptist  Student  Union  isn't  just  for  Baptist  stu- 


dents. It  is  a  campus  ministry  whose  purpose  is  "to 
help  students  know  Christ."  This  is  accomplished 
through  creating  opportunities  for  USL  students  to 
interact  with  God  in  adventuresome  experiences, 
creating  a  desire  to  adjust  their  lives  to  be  like  him. 


GROUPS 


Kappa  Delta  Pi  is  the  Education  Honor 
Fraternity.  Members  must  maintain  at  least  a 
3.0  GPA.  This  is  a  national  teaching  organiza- 
tion that  provides  service  to  the  community. 


This  is  a  student  organization  for  speech,  lan- 
guage, and  hearing  majors.  The  organization 
has  about  forty  members  that  meet  once  a 
month.  These  members  are  involved  with  a  clini- 
cal center,  v/hich  serves  as  community  and  stu- 
dents service.  The  project  in  motion  at  this  time 
is  the  "buddy  system"  ,  which  is  to  help  interna- 
tional students  to  feel  at  home. 


The  Empowerment  Student  Group's  motto  is  "One  i/. 
Voice  For  All".  This  new  group  is  a  liaison  between 
students,  faculty,  and  staff.  They  allow  students  to 
voice  their  concerns.  This  club  is  open  to  oil  students 
and  meet  every  Wednesday.  They  also  participate 
in  community  service,  such  as  Extra  Mile.  They  cir- 
culate surveys  and  open  forms  around  campus  to 
understand  what  the  students  wont. 
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Beta  Gamma  Sigma  is  the  national  honor  society 
for  business  and  management  students.  Election 


P 


to  membership  in  Beta  Gamma  Sigma  is  the 
highest  scholastic  honor  that  a  student  in  a 
school  of  business  or  management  can  achieve. 
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The  Gospel  Choir  is  a  university  organization 
designed  as  a  non-denominational  ministry. 
Members  have  an  opportunity  to  perform  tradi- 
tional gospel  music.  Yearly  events  include  par- 
ticipating in  an  important  competition  in 
Nashville  and  celebrating  the  choir's  anniversary 
with  guest  speakers  and  instructors. 
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>  The  Panhellenic  Council  governs  Notional 
Ponhell  enic  Sororities.  The  ones  at  USL  include 
Kappa  Delta,  Delta  Delta  Delta,  Phi  Mu,  Sigma 
Sigma  Sigma  and  Alpha  Omicron  Pi.  The  role  of 
this  council  is  to  regulate  and  oversee  sorority 
activities  like  Rush  and  also  to  facilitate  philan- 
thropy activities.  Its  members  are  mode  up  of  two 
student  representatives  from  each  sorority,  ten 
members  all  together. 
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Phi  Mu  Alpha  is  a  music  fraternity  founded  in 
1 898.  USL's  Delta  Epsilon  chapter  celebrated  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  December  second  of  1 997. 
The  Fraternity  as  a  national  organization  is  cele- 
brating its  one  hundredth  anniversary  in  October  of 
1 998.     Phi  Mu  Alpha  is  not  a  social  fraternity,  it 
is  a  professional  organization.  This  organization's 
primary  goal  is  to  advance  research  and  edu- 
cation of  American  music  throughout  the  nation. 


Pi  Beta  Delta  is  an  Honor  Society  for 
International  Scholars.  It  is  open  to  any  USL 
faculty,  student,  or  staff  interested  in  internation- 
al issues  and  education.  The  organization 
encourages  understanding  and  communication 
between  different  world  cultures  and  seeks  to 
improve  relations  between  international  students 
and  American  students  and  faculty. 
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Pi  Sigma  Epsilon  is  a  co-ed  Marketing  Fraternity, 
mainly  for  Business  majors.  A  way  for  students  to 
network  with  area  corporations  and  businessess.  Phi 
Sigma  Epsilon  allows  students  to  get  involved  in  the 
community  and  meet  others  who  share  their  major. 


Contributing 
Photographers: 

Gwen  Aucoin 

Lori  Boutin 
Tanya  Cormier 
Tracy  Gardner 
Hollie  LaGorde 

Jane  Landry 
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Phi  Sigma  Epsilon  provides  a  practical,  experien- 
tial environment  to  enhance  a  student's  classroom 
education  in  marketing  and  sales.  The  chapter  is 
organized  and  operated  as  an  independent, 
small  business.     It  allows  for  leadership  model- 
ing, project  management,  personal  and  profes- 
sional development,  networking,  and  communi- 
cation. There  is  an  annual  national  convention 
and  a  scholarship  program. 


Sigma  Pi  Sigma  is  a  national  business  fraternity, 
including  faculty  as  well  as  students.  While  not 
an  extremely  active  organization  on  campus,  it 
does  provide  the  important  opportunity  for  stu- 
dents to  network  with  proffessionals  in  their  field. 
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The  Student  Council  for  Exceptional  Children  is  a 
USL  organization  open  to  any  students  interested  in 
working  with  children  with  disabilities.  This  organi- 
zation works  closely  with  community  events  geared 
towards  exceptional  children  like:  Special  Olympics 
and  the  Louisiana  annual  State  Special  Education 
Conference  also  called  Super  Conference. 
Members  also  volunteer  tutoring  services  to 
parents  of  children  with  disabilities. 


Rho  Lambda  Honor  Society  was  certified  by 
USL  in  the  spring  semester  of  1  997.    It  is  the 
honor  society  for  panhellenic  women.  In  fact 
Rho  Lambda  stands  for  panhellenic  leadership. 
Every  fall  semester  five  members  from  each 
Greek  chapter  are  selected  to  join  the  organi- 
zation. The  main  event  for  this  organization 
is  the  leadership  conference  in  January.  This 
conference  is  open  to  all  organizations. 
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The  Sociology  Club  is  a  campus  organization 
dedicated  to  the  purpose  of  unifying  students 
wishing  to  pursue  an  interest  in  the  scientific 
study  of  society  through  meetings,  lectures  and 
field  trips.  The  aims  of  the  organization  are  to 
provide  support  for  students  interested  in  the 
field  of  sociology  and  encourage  greater  public 
awareness  and  appreciation  for  the  sociological 
perspective. 
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Student  Dietetics  Association  is  open  to  all 
Dietetics  majors.  Speakers  in  related  fields  are 
brought  to  weekly  meetings  to  give  information  to  5- 
USL  students  and  the  organizations  sends  repre 
sentatives  to  the  national  annual  convention. 
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j^Asin^'m^fflrs  ^W^o  Gteek 
iipc^oh  each'' year, *cifef||nembers —  ^ 
Wbd  bdte  deparfod  'ggItipus — are 
imporlanf  partpf  epch  organization 
ipter.  -By.inducHng  new^ledges  into 
Greek  ;system  and  I  welcoming  older       *  « 
lumbers  ,l!b.ck  to-  cam|ys  p  celebrate 
.  unij^  dtid  tradition,  the  C^eek  system  lives 
'  *  0^  a  never-ending  famfly.  thd^  grows  and    ^  i 
extends  itself  each  year  while  remaining  l^^J^  Ti 
constant  to  its  past  and  purpose.  ^     .  >■ 
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Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Frateumy 
was  founded  by  10  men  on  January 
5,  1911  on  the  campus  of  Indiana 
^^niverslty  at  Bloomington,  Indiana. 
^^The  chapter  at  USL  was  chartered 
during  the  school  year  of  1974-1975. 

The  organization  prides  itself 
on  service  to  the  community. 
Throughout  the  past  school  year, 
there  were  many  public  service 
projects  that  were  completed.  One 
of  the  most  significant  was  the 
tutorial  program  set  up  at  Truman 
•  Elementary  School  where  brothers 
assisted  students  in  their  daily 
assignments. 

Also  establishied  by  the  fraternity 
was  the  Kappa  Leadership 
Developmental  League.  The 
"Kappa  League "  as  it  is  referred  to,  > 
is  part  of  the  Fraternities  National 

r Guide  Right  Program.  This  program 
nuttures  males  iff  high  school  with 
SAT  workshops,  tutoring,  career  services, 
cultural  activities,  and  health 
education  programs. 

There  are  many  prominent 
men  that  have  achieved  membership 
^into  the  noble  clan  of  Kappa  Alpha 
▼Ps/  Fraternity.  Among  them  include 
V  Jon  Drummond,  a  silver  medalist  in 
V/ie  1996  Olympic  Games,  Anfernee 
Hardaway  current  Orlando  Magic 
Superstar,  high  Jump  specialist  Hollis 
Conway  with  Olympic  medals,  John 
Singleton,  film  director,  the  late 
Arthur  Ashe,  and  attorney  of  the 
most  famous  case  this  century. 


for  over  eight  decade 
momentum,  capturing  the  imagination 
and  enthusiasm  of  thousands  of 
young  men,  molding  them  info  a  fel- 
lowship that  would  bind  us  t 


What  does  college'we  have 
to  offer  you?  Most  college  students 
cannot  answer  this  question 
completely.  If  you  woup  like  to  ;y 
experience  the  answe^,  instead  of 
hearing  about  them,  then 
Lambda  Chi  Alpha  is  for  you. 

y    Lambda  Chi  Alpha  participates 
in  all  of  the  intramural  sports  that  USI  . 
has  to  offer  Not  only  do  we  partici- 
pate in  all  of  the  sports,  we  host  the 
annual  Greek/City 
flag-football  tournament  in  the 
Lafayette  area.  Our  social  functions 
include  Voodoo  party 
Homecoming,  and  Crush 
to  name  a  few. 

In  academics,  we  had  one  of 
\igt)est  grade  points  on  campm  - 
Our  house  boards  more  people 
than  an^  other  house  on  the  row. 

Last  fall,  we  raised  over  four 
thousand  pounds  of  food  for  the  - 
local  community  during  our  annual 
North^merican  Food  Drive. 

^ese  are  just  a  few  of  the 
great  things  Lambda  Chi  Alpha 
has  to  offer 

Lambda  C^i  Alpha, 
here  ^u  belong. 
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Abad.  Jenny  E 
Abadie.  Kenneth  J 
AbduIIa.  Mohammad 
Abell.  Kdwaid  C 
Abney.  Kllen  K 
Abraham.  C'harmaine  1. 
Abraham.  Danica  N 
Abraham.  -John  G 

.-Vbraham,  Shantele  D 
Abrams.  Tyrone  L 
Abrusley.  Stephanie  A 
Abshire,  .\ngel  M 
.•\bshire.  Dina  B 
Abshire.  Gail  M 
.Abshire.  Jeremy  P 
.■\bshire.  Jeremv  P 


.\bshire. 
Abshire, 
Abshire. 
Abshire. 
Abshire. 
Abshire. 
Abshire. 
Abshire, 


Joey  J 
Karmen  E 
Kerrv  D 
Michele  K 
Michelle  A 
Renee  C 
Rory  P 
Sabrina  K 


.Abshire,  Shelly  R 
Abu,  Kishk  Sami 
Abuamer,  Husam  H 
Abukishk,  Hani  S 
Acevedo,  Nadiuska  N 
Achee,  Phoebe  R 
Achord,  Steven  M 
Acklen,  Joy  M 

Adams,  Blake  C 
Adams,  Brandy  N 
Adams,  Christopher  A 
Adams,  Daniel  E 
Adams.  Eric  J 
Adams,  Jeremiah  V 
Adams.  Justin  W 
Adams,  Kelly  E 

Adams,  Rebecca  J 
Adams,  Ronald  E 
Adams,  Stacey  L 
Adams,  Stanley  C 
Addison,  LaQuanta 
Adkins,  Michelle  L 
Adkins,  Raymond  W 
Adler,  Jennifer  K 

Afewerki,  Samrawit  A 
Agard.  Ebony  C 
Aguilar,  Walter  M 
Agiiillard,  Darla  J 
AgTiillard,  Dosha  M 
Agxiillard,  Trisha  L 
Aguirrc,  Jennifer  E 
Aguirre,  Oswaldo  W 

Ahart,  Steven  J 
Ahrabi,  Randall  K 
Aiken,  Andrea  N 
Airhart,  Jason  A 
Akebu-Lan,  Kemit  N 
Akins,  Larry  D 
Akkaraju,  Nikhil 
Al-Ajmi,  Faisal  D 

Al-Darweesh,  Hamad  H 
Al-Dossary,  Paula  L 
Al-Hameed,  Zakee 
Al-Harran,  Hamed  H 
AJ-Harthi,  Mohamed  S 
Al-Harthy,  Al-Khalil  A 
AJ-Hinai,  AbdulmajeeM 
Al-Juwaisri,  Zari  S 

Al-Nassar,  Hamid  A 
Al-Shaiji,  Abdullah  A 
Al-Siabi,  Talal  H 
Alack,  Christopher  B 
Alam,  Munirul  M 
Alarcon,  Edgar 
Albarado,  Christopher  J 
Albarado,  Colby  J 

Albarado,  Corey  J 
Albarado,  Daman  P 
Albarado,  Elizabeth  N 
Albarado,  Leah  E 
Albarado,  Rondel  P 
Albarado,  Stephanie  A 
Albert,  Andrea  L 
Albert,  Bethany  C 
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Albert,  (;f>rjui  .J 
AlhcTl,  Damon  A 
Albert,  Darrell  K 
Albert,  Katye  I, 
Albert,  Shannon  M 
Albright,  (  hrihly  H 
Albritton,  Heather  K 
Alciator<',  F>in  iVI 

Al(,-ial«»r«',  Mary  I' 
Ah'si,  Av»-ry  'I' 
Alesi,  Mariano  D 
Ah'xander,  April  L 
Alexander,  OhriHtopher  H 
Alexander,  (^ourrey  •/ 
Alexander,  Krica 
Alexander,  Iwhe  L 

Alexander,  Jennifer  C 
Alexander,  Jermell 
Alexander,  Lakeisha  S 
Alexander,  LaTasha  M 
Alexander,  Lcke.sha  C 
Alexander,  Lorraine  M 
Alexander,  Mark  T 
Alexander,  Michael  L 


Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 
Alexander, 


Michelle 
Rachel  A 
Rhonda  B 
Shakita  M 
Shearro  L 
Tameka  S 
Tina  M 
Trey 


Alfred,  Glen  E 
Alfred,  Joseph  J 
Alfred,  Katrina  C 
Alfred,  Precious  E 
Alfred,  Shanell  D 
Ali,  Hussain  M 
Allain,  Jennifer  R 
Allain,  Monique  A 


Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 
Alleman, 


Aaron  K 
Anya  R 
Carolyn  D 
Kimberly  A 
Kristan  M 
Melinda  F 
Parker  L 
Rachel  G 


Alleman,  Shantel 
Alleman,  Suzanna  C 
Allemand,  Nicholas  W 
Allemond,  Chantell  M 
Allemond,  Jamey  J 
Allen,  Brandy  M 
Allen,  Elizabeth  G 
Allen,  Ian  C 

Allen,  John  C 
Allen,  Matthew  G 
Allen,  Robert  J 
Allen,  Susan  E 
Allen,  William  D 
Aloise,  Rebecca  L 
Aloisio,  Kristy  L 
Alsalem,  Bashar 

Alston,  Carrie  M 
Altman,  Mona  A 
Altobello,  Stephen  J 
Alton,  Kristopher  G 
Alvarado,  Mario  J 
AlAmoudi,  Basel  M 
AlAnsari,  Yaseen  Y 
AlAsousi,  Buder  E 

Al  Awadhi,  Walied  M 
Al  Ghanemi,  Amad  M 
Al  Rashidi,  Mohammad  F 
Al  Saab,  Ayman  I 
Amacker,  Calvin  D 
Amaya,  Natasha  T 
Ambrogio,  Charles  N 
Ambroise,  Marvin  J 

Amos,  Clement 
Amy,  Alan  A 
Amy,  Debra  L 
Amy,  Matthew  K 
Amy,  Tracey  A 
Ancar,  Tori  M 
Ancelet,  Christopher  J 
Ancona,  Rachel  L 
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Anderson,  Brian  H 
Anderson,  Byron  L 
Anderson,  t^harles  T 
Anderson,  Christopher  J 
-Vnderson,  Clifford  L 
Anderson.  Cory 
Anderson,  Grace  M 
Anderson.  Joanna  C 


Anderson, 
Anderson. 
Anderson. 
Anderson, 
Anderson, 
.\nderson, 
Anderson, 
Anderson, 


Kristy  P 
KyeUa  I) 
LaTonya  L 
Mehinie  G 
Mercuria  J 
Ryan  N 
Tasha  L 
Tavlor  C 


.\nderson,  Tyron  U 
.\nderson,  Ursula  M 
.\ndre.  Angel  E 
.Vndre,  Chonnon  A 
Andre,  Jeffrey  A 
Andrepont,  Anna  T 
.Vndrepont.  Beau  C 
.Vndx'epont.  Beau  J 

Andrepont.  Brad  M 
Andrepont.  Christine  L 
Andrepont.  Durke  P 
Andrepont.  Jacque  A 
Andrepont,  Rene  T 
Andres,  Felicia  L 
Andrew,  Laura  D 
Andrews,  Wenya  A 

Andries,  Jennifer  C 
Andries.  Sarah  E 
Andrus,  Dana  M 
Andrus.  Jean  B 
Angelle,  Amie  M 
Angelle,  Brennan  C 
Angelle,  Brooke  E 
Angelle,  Camille  R 

Angelle,  Christopher 
Angelle.  Dedra  A 
Angelle.  Jamie  G 
Angelle.  Lisa  M 
Angelle.  Mark  A 
Angelle,  Neal  C 
Angelle.  Pamela  A 
Angelle.  Rachel  R 

Angelle,  Shawn  M 
Angelle,  Simone  S 
Angelle,  Wanda  G 
Anthony,  Darnell  M 
Antoine,  Danielle 
Antoine,  Deneen  C 
Antoine,  Sonya  T 
Antrainer,  Andrew  S 

Aoga.  Maureen  S 
Aphaiyarath,  Pratimakon 
Arabic,  Brandon  M 
Arable,  Jessica  D 
Arable,  Stella  J 
Aragon,  Danny  L 
Arboneaux,  Terry  P 
Arce,  LaShaun  R 

Arcement,  Brandi  K 
Arcement,  Kimberly  A 
Arceneaux,  Aimee  R 
Arceneaux,  Aimee  Y 
Arceneaux,  Alanna  D 
Arceneaux,  Andree  N 
Arceneaux,  Angele  A 
Arceneaux,  Brandon  J 


Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 

Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 
Arceneaux, 


Bridgette  M 
Candace  T 
Carole  M 
Casey  S 
Chad  M 
Eamesha  F 
Ellie  M 
Holly  D 

Jason  .J 
Jereme  R 
Jeremy  W 
Jody  A 
Jonathan  L 
Joseph  C 
Judith  A 
Kasey 
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Arccncaux, 
Ar(r«-n<-aux, 
Arrenoiiux, 
Arr«TH'Jiux, 
Arci-ncaux, 
Ar<-«Ti<*aux, 
Ar<r<Ti«-aux, 
Arconoaux, 


K.  nd.  ll  M 
Melodic  A 
Monica  N 
Moniquc  N 
Nicholas  J 
kayna  S 
Kyan  I' 
Scott  C 


Arc<-n<-aux,  Sh«Tcc  I, 
Ar<:«-ncaux,  St<-fan  M 
Arccncaux,  Tammy  M 
Arccn«'aux,  Troy 
Arcj-ncaux-Sila,  Dana 
Archanf^cl,  Nicole  \) 
Archcllc,  Jamie  J 
Archer,  Benjiman  L 

Archer,  Colette  M 
Archer,  Jodi  A 
Archila,  Anna  L 
Archila,  Candice  K 
Ardoin,  Amy  E 
Ardoin,  Cassie  L 
Ardoin,  Charles  R 
Ardoin,  Deidrah  A 


Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 
Ardoin, 


Dillard  A 
Erica  L 
Faith 
Gregory  T 
Joseph  C 
Katina  M 
Rhonda  J 
Rylan  J 


Ardoin,  Sean  D 
Areno,  Jared  C 
Armand,  Heath  J 
Armant,  Jacques  P 
Armant,  Monique  A 
Armelin,  Keona  M 
Armentor,  Brandi  R 
Armentor,  Ryan  P 

Armond,  Billy  W 
Armstead,  Jonathan  D 
Armstrong,  Brandy  E 
Armstrong,  Dustin  R 
Armstrong,  Jaimie  L 
Armstrong,  Jason  M 
Armstrong,  LaToya  M 
Arnaud,  Chad  M 

Arnaud,  Misty  D 
Arnaud,  Shauntell  R 
Arnaud,  Tiffany  E 
Arnold,  Barry  D 
Arnold,  Blaine  D 
Arnold,  Rosemary  C 
Amouville,  Kelby  J 
Amouville,  Vickie  B 

Aron,  Monique  L 
Arsement,  Cassi  L 
Arsement,  Dalton  J 
Arsement,  Natalie  B 
Artigue,  Carrie  A 
Arton,  Amy  E 
Arton,  Michael  R 
Arvie,  Bonji  F 

Arvie,  Holly 
Ash,  Bearlyn  Y 
Ashley,  Allegra  R 
Ashley,  Patrick  D 
Ashy,  Charmaine  T 
Ashy,  Jennifer  L 
Ater,  Daniel  E 
Atkins,  Jennifer  D 

Atkins,  Scott  C 
Atkinson,  Jennifer  L 
Aube,  Brittany  A 
Aubert,  Jessica  L 
Aubrey,  Nicole  M 
Aubry,  Harold  J 
Aucoin,  Barrett  K 
Aucoin,  Brian  M 

Aucoin,  Chad  M 
Aucoin,  Diana  D 
Aucoin,  Jill  E 
Aucoin,  Kyla  E 
Aucoin,  Leslie  B 
Aucoin,  Lori  A 
Aucoin,  Tanya  L 
Audiffred,  Mary  L 


.■Vujruillard,  Marguerita  M 
Aufnist.  Holly  C 
.\ug~iist,  Thomas 
Augaistine,  Althea  L 
Au^stine,  LaQiianda  F 
Aiig;T.istine.  Sarona  U 
Au^istus,  Wilbort 
Auld,  Carolyn  M 

Austin,  John  T 
Austin.  Robert  L 
Authement,  eJamie  L 
Autin,  Kim  T 
Autin,  Peter  V 
Autin,  Stepheny  L 
Autrey.  Kristy  L 
Auzenne,  Johanna  M 

Auzenne,  Katrina  M 
Auzenne.  Pamela  L 
Avants,  Shauna  C 
Avilas.  Kristen  L 
Aycock,  Ashley  E 
Aycock,  Elizabeth  L 
Aycock,  Thomas  W 
Ayers.  Lauren  B 

Aymond.  Angela  R 
Aymond,  Brent  D 
Aymond,  Chantel  G 
Avo,  David  J 
Ayo,  Jill  E 
Aysenne,  Amanda  J 
Azar,  Paul  J 
Babin,  Corev  A 


Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 
Babin, 


Gregory  J 
James  L 
Jarrod  P 
Jefferv  P 
Kayla  M 
Kimberly  C 
Sherman  J 
Teassa  M 


Babin,  Todd  H 
Babineaux,  Amanda  L 
Babineaux,  Angela 
Babineaux,  Brandon  J 
Babineaux,  Chad  A 
Babineaux,  Cherie  A 
Babineaux,  Christopher  J 
Babineaux,  Christy  L 


Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 
Babineaux, 


Dexter  J 
Jamie  A 
Jerome 
Kay  M 
Kirk  B 
Lawanda  C 
Nathaniel  J 
Nicholas  C 


Babineaux,  Reginald  J 
Babineaux,  Rochelle  R 
Babineaux,  Ronald  D 
Babineaux,  Shawn  K 
Babineaux,  Tonia  L 
Babineaux,  William  L 
Bacala,  Scott  B 
Bachireddy,  Arpana  R 

Bacon,  Jeanne  E 
Bacon,  Kyle  M 
Bacon,  Ron  P 
Bacque,  Jeanne  F 
Bacque,  Stewart  J 
Badeaux,  Randel  J 
Badeaux,  Ricky  J 
Badeaux,  Trevis  R 

Baertschy,  Benjamin  C 
Bagala,  Lynette  B 
Bagala,  Ragin  R 
Bagdanove,  Paul  L 
Bagwell,  Jennifer  E 
Baham,  Bobby  B 
Bailey,  Anthony  W 
Bailey,  Bret  J 

Bailey,  Chad  M 
Bailey,  Cynthia  G 
Bailey,  Melissa  E 
Bailey,  Shawn  R 
Bailey,  Tina  D 
Bakeler,  Amy  M 
Bakeler,  Laurie  E 
Baker,  Eric  D 


I 


^  (H 


0^  IP 


IP 


t 


192 


hen  asked  to  describe  herself 


in  one  word,  Theresa  Comeaux's  answer  was 
simply,  "Outgoing."  Comeaux  is  a  21-year-old 
senior  majoring  in  Mass  Communications, 
specifically,  broadcasting.  What  makes 
Comeaux  so  outgoing?  Two  words:  extracur- 
ricular activities — notably  Greek  activities. 

Comeaux  is  vice  president  of  Kappa 
Delta  sorority,  and  she  has  been  a  Greek 
Seeker  for  three  years.  A  Greek  Seeker  goes 
to  local  high  schools  and  speaks  to  the  stu- 
dents about  Rush  to  promote  Greek  life.  She 
is  also  president  of  the  Order  of  Omega,  the 
Greek  honor  society.  Comeaux  received  the 
Nautilus  Award,  an  award  for  the  most  out- 
standing girl  in  her  chapter  and  she  was  also 
named  Greek  Woman  of  the  Year  in  1996. 

Comeaux  has  been  a  member  of  the  USL 
Cheerleading  squad  and  the  Ragin'  Jazz 
dance  squad  for  two  years.  She  was  co-captain 
of  the  dance  team.  She  was  on  the  1996 
Homecoming  Court,  was  the  1996  Krewe  of 
Roux  Queen,  (USL's  Mardi  Gras  Krewe),  and 
she  has  been  a  bat  girl  for  the  USL  Baseball 
team. 

Not  only  does  Comeaux  give  her  time 
and  energy  to  her  school,  but  she  also  gives 
back  to  the  community.  She  is  on  the  Church 
Retreat  Team,  a  volunteer  for  the  American 
Cancer  Society  and  the  Lafayette  Children's 
Shelter.  And  she  has  been  a  member  of  the 
LASC  (Louisiana  Association  of  Student 
Council)  for  three  years.  Comeaux  also  held  a 
part-time  job,  working  about  twenty  hours  a 
week  at  Pete's  for  the  past  three  years. 


Does  Comeaux  have  enough  time  to 
study?  Yes,  judging  from  the  honors  she  has 
received  for  her  scholastics.  She  has  been 
named  in  Who's  Who  Among  College 
Students.  She  also  received  a  SGA  scholar- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1997,  and  she  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Blue  Key  Honor  Society. 

"When  people  ask  me  how  I  do  all  that  I 
do,  I  tell  them  the  first  thing  is  time  manage- 
ment. Because  I  do  everything  that  I  do  and  I 
like  it,  it  makes  things  easier.  My  social  life 
has  changed  since  my  freshman  and  sopho- 
more years.  My  priorities  have  changed.  In 
addition,  I  don't  care  to  go  out  as  much  as  I 
used  to;  but,  if  I  have  the  time,  I  will." 

In  August,  Comeaux  married  her  long- 
time boyfriend,  Mike,  whom  she  has  been  dat- 
ing for  six  years.  When  did  she  find  time  in 
her  hectic  schedule  to  plan  for,  of  all  things,  a 
wedding?  "Mike  helped  me  a  lot  and  so  did 
Tarrah  (Theresa's  sister).  When  we  became 
engaged  in  December  (1996),  I  tried  to  do  all  I 
could  before  school  started  again." 

Comeaux  also  has  high  career  goals  after 
she  graduates  in  August.  "I  have  been  offered 
a  job  as  a  producer  at  Channel  3.  I'm  an 
intern  at  the  moment.  I  hope  to  go  back  to 
school  to  get  my  master's  at  USL,  or  go  to  Law 
School  at  LSU.  As  of  now,  I  would  like  to  do 
something  in  the  broadcasting  field." 

Things  seem  to  be  going  well  for  someone 
self-described  as  "outgoing."  ^ 


Story  :  Danielle  Scallan    Photos:  Tracy  Gardner 
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JL  According  to  mechanical  engineering 
senior  Burton  Keating,  success  comes  with  self  con- 
fidence and  will  power. 

"Success  just  doesn't  fall  in  your  lap,"  Keating 
stated.  "It  takes  a  lot  of  hard  work." 

The  president  of  Tau  Beta  Pi  (USL's 
Engineering  Honor  Society),  as  well  as  the  vice  pres- 
ident of  Pi  Tau  Sigma  (The  Mechanical  Engineering 
Honor  Society)  and  the  secretary  of  ASME 
(American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers), 
Keating  gets  his  inspiration  from  his  father 

"My  dad  is  my  role  model,"  he  pointed  out. 
"He's  been  a  hard  worker  all  of  his  life.  He  is  a 
farmer,  and  his  job  is  not  easy  because  it  is  depen- 
dent on  things  he  cannot  control  like  the  weather. 
He  gets  up  at  the  crack  of  dawn  everyday  and  works 
till  the  sun  goes  down.  I  respect  his  determination, 
and  I  think  some  of  it  has  carried  over  into  what  I 
am  doing  with  respect  to  my  studies  and  my 
involvement  with  USL." 

Even  though  Keating  is  a  dedicated  student 
now,  his  said  he  hasn't  always  been  so  enthusiastic 
about  his  studies. 

"I  never  really  applied  myself  in  high  school," 
he  explained.  "I  was  on  the  track  team,  and  that  was 
my  number  one  priority.  I  used  to  run  eight  miles  a 
day.  It  wasn't  until  my  junior  year  in  college  that  I 
started  to  discipline  myself  At  that  point,  I  started 
to  see  how  all  the  classes  I  took  previously  where  fit- 
ting together  into  a  bigger  picture.  This  sparked  my 
interest,  and  now  I'm  an  avid  student." 

Keating  still  runs  as  a  hobby  and  enters  the 
Cajun  Cup  every  year  just  for  fun. 

"I've  considered  joining  the  track,  team,  but  I 
realistically  don't  have  the  time, "  he  added.  "I  run 
in  the  Cajun  Cup  which  is  a  10  km  race." 

When  asked  about  holding  officer  positions  in 
three  different  organizations,  Keating  said  he 


attributes  being  elected  to  his  outgoing  personality. 

"I've  never  been  a  straight-A  student.  I've 
always  been  above  average,  though.  I  think  I  got 
elected  to  these  positions  not  because  of  my  grades 
but  because  of  my  communication  abilities.  I'm  easy 
to  get  along  with." 

"I  became  a  member  of  ASME  in  the  Spring  of 
'97,"  he  recalled.  "This  society  helps  mechanical 
engineering  students  stay  interested  in  their  field. , 
We  share  ideas  and  show  the  newcomers  the  ropes. 
Over  the  past  year,  we  organized  a  crawfish  boil  in 
Sunset  and  tried  to  get  as  many  mechanical  engi- 
neering students  as  we  could  to  attend.  We  had 
almost  all  of  our  faculty  members  and  our  dean.  Dr. 
Simon  present.  I  just  recently  got  initiated  into  Tau 
Beta  Pi.  You  have  to  go  through  an  interview 
process  in  front  of  all  the  members  saying  why  you 
want  to  join.  It  was  a  spur  of  the  moment  type  of 
deal  because  I  didn't  know  I  was  going  to  have  to 
give  a  speech  when  I  went  in  there." 

Keating  has  been  on  a  Vietnam  Veteran's  | 
Scholarship  that  has  paid  for  his  school  books  for' 
the  past  three  years.  d 

"I'm  thankful  for  the  scholarship,  "  Keating! 
concluded.  "My  dad  was  in  the  Vietnam  War  and 
that  was  one  of  the  requirements.  It  helps  me  a  lot 
because  my  books  are  so  expensive." 

This  friendly  student  is  still  living  at  home  and 
said  his  closeness  with  his  family  helped  him  main- 
tain a  certain  standard  throughout  college,  even  at 
a  time  when  he  wasn't  very  motivated. 

"My  first  couple  of  years  of  college,  I  had  to  live 
up  to  what  they  expected,"  emphasized  Keating.  "If 
I  had  moved  out,  I'm  pretty  sure  I  wouldn't  have 
been  so  successful." 


Story:  Jaleh-Kazemi  Richard    Photos:  Lori  Boutin 
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he  one  word  that  almost  everyone  uses 
when  describing  their  hfe  is  "busy."  There's  school, 
homework,  and — for  some— jobs,  and  children 
that  all  have  to  be  intertwined  to  make  up  just 
one  day  of  our  "busy"  lives.  But  what  if  there  was 
more  to  do  in  one  day?  What  if  you  were  to 
replace  the  word  "busy"  with  the  word  "challeng- 
ing?" Would  that  one  word  make  a  big  difference 
in  the  way  that  you  viewed  your  life  and  the  way 
you  think  about  those  around  you? 

Dawn  Howey's  life  is  busy,  like  all  of  ours. 
But  she  chooses  to  make  it  challenging,  not  only  to 
help  those  who  are  around  her,  but  to  better  her- 
self as  a  person. 

Howey  is  a  21-year-old  biology  major  who 
is  expecting  to  graduate  in  May  1998.  As  a  child, 
Howey^s  family  moved  a  great  deal,  so  she  did  not 
set  roots  to  any  particular  place.  "My  parents  were 
in  the  Air  Force,  and  I  have  lived  all  over  the 
world,"  she  said.  "I  was  born  in  Japan,  and  I  have 
lived  in  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Germany  for  four  years, 
Maine,  and  I  graduated  from  high  school  in 
Shreveport." 

Howey  moved  from  Shreveport  to  Lafayette 
not  knowing  a  soul  here.  She  said  that  it  was  a 
challenge  to  try  and  meet  new  people  and  to  get 
involved  in  different  organizations  and  clubs. 

"Most  people  in  Shreveport,  when  you  say 
USL,  they  say  things  like  'What?'  They  don't  even 
know  where  Lafayette  is."  Howey  said  that  the 
move  to  Lafayette  was  not  so  bad  because  she  was 
so  used  to  traveling  with  her  family.  The  only  dif- 
ference this  time  was  that  her  family  was  not  with 
her. 

Howey  is  also  an  active  member  of  several 
school  organizations,  as  well  as  holding  two  jobs. 


She  is  the  editor  of  directory  for  the  Blue  Key 
and  is  senior  vice  president  for  Association  of 
Future  Alumni.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Vermillion  Honor  Society,  the  Honors  Program, 
and  the  Sports  Medicine  Society.  Howey  said  that 
her  greatest  accomplishment  was  getting  into  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  an  interdisciplinary  international 
honors  program.  Only  the  top  5  percent  of  the 
junior  class  with  a  3.8  GPA  or  above  and  the  top 
10  percent  of  the  senior  class  receive  an  invita- 
tion to  join  this  prestigious  organization.  Her  two 
jobs  include  working  part  time  at  a  physical  ther- 
apy clinic,  and,  working  for  Parking  and  Transit 
on  campus  and  as  a  computer  room  coordinator 
for  the  dorms. 

Dawn  estimates  that  she  works  about  30 
hours  a  week.  She  also  volunteers  at  Lourdes 
Hospital  in  the  Physical  Therapy  Department. 
Unbelievably,  she  does  find  enough  time  for  her 
friends  and  her  bo5^riend. 

When  asked  about  her  life  philosophy, 
Howey  answered,  "To  help  people  wherever  I  can 
and  to  make  people  feel  better.  Physical  Therapy 
is  not  only  my  goal  but,  what  I  want  to  do  and  also 
what  I  love  to  do.  My  Physical  Therapy  job  is  very 
rewarding.  I  get  to  see  people  go  from  not  being 
able  to  walk  or  move,  to  being  functional,  feeling 
good,  and,  most  of  all,  smiling." 

Howey  also  adds  that  there  is  a  little  sajdng 
that  she  keeps  in  mind  about  helping  people:  "You 
don't  have  to  put  out  someone  else's  candle  to 
make  yours  brighter.  I  like  to  think  that  I  do  that 
to  make  people  around  me  better,  and  that,  in 
turn,  makes  me  shine  brighter." 
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1  /  ver  wish  you  could  escape  from  the 
dreaded  income  tax  return?  Well,  James  Dauterive 
enjoys  helping  people  "figure"  out  how  to  do  this. 
Speaking  of  'figures,'  that  is  exactly  what  this 
accounting  major  deals  with  everyday.  "I  feel  that  I 
have  always  had  a  natural  knack  for  accounting." 

Dauterive  has  proven  his  passion  for  account- 
ing through  his  continuing  involvement  in  his 
major.  Serving  as  President  of  Alpha  Beta, 
Dauterive  plans  to  participate  in  MDA  telephone 
tabulations,  tutoring  programs  for  other  accounting 
students,  VITA  (Volunteer  Income  Tax  Assistance), 
and  raffles  to  establish  scholarship  funds.  But  prob- 
ably the  most  time  consuming  extracurricular 
activity  that  Dauterive  is  involved  in  is  petitioning 
of  the  local  chapter  of  Beta  Alpha  Psi,  which  is  a 
nationally  recognized  Accounting  Society  communi- 
ty service  organization. 

But  don't  think  that  Dauterive  stops  there. 
Soon  to  begin  an  internship,  he  works  part-time  as 
an  entry  level  accountant  at  Darnell  Sikes  and 
Frederick  CPA  firm.  You  may  occasionally  catch 
him  jogging,  biking,  or  swimming  when  not  busy 
with  his  job. 

As  recipient  of  the  SGA  and  Jack  Jones 
Memorial  Scholarship,  Dauterive  is  grateful  and 
determined  to  continue  his  education.  "The  money 
will  never  stop  me  either  way,  whether  it's  from 
scholarship  funding  or  if  I  have  to  borrow  it.  I'm  not 
going  to  let  that  stand  in  the  way."  Planning  to 
graduate  in  December  of  1998,  Dauterive  states, 
"I'm  going  to  study  hard  and  work  hard." 


Most  of  Dauterive's  life  was  spent  in  Lafayette, 
but  in  sixth  grade,  he  got  a  taste  of  Arizona.  But 
because  of  his  mother's  new  engagement,  he  and 
his  family  moved  to  California.  After  spending 
most  of  his  teen  years  just  south  of  Los  Angeles,  his 
family  returned  to  Lafayette.  Dauterive  said  the  job 
market  in  California  began  to  decline,  therfore 
causing  his  family  to  move. 

He  returned  to  Lafayette  at  the  beginning  of 
his  junior  year,  but,  after  his  junior  year,  he  decid- 
ed to  return  to  California  because  he  missed  his 
friends  and  the  California  lifestyle.  Although  he 
moved  in  with  his  older  brother,  Dauterive  learned 
quickly  how  to  survive  in  the  real  world.  Dauterive 
was  financially  on  his  own  and  held  several  jobs. 
Over  some  time,  Dauterive  rearranged  his  priori- 
ties by  returning  to  Lafayette  to  attend  college. 

Dauterive's  main  priorities  are  school,  work, 
and  his  wife.  About  a  year  ago,  the  New  Iberia 
native,  married  USL  nursing  graduate,  Carol 
Prejean.  Mrs.  Dauterive  works  at  Lafayette 
General  and  Women's  and  Children's  Hospital 
where  she  has  the  pleasure  of  helping  to  deliver 
babies. 

Dauterive  mentions  how  funny  it  is  because 
his  birthday  is  April  16th  and  Carol's  birthday  is 
April  15th,  which  happens  to  be  tax  day!  The  two 
have  been  extremely  supportive  of  each  other's  edu- 
cation funding.  "Whenever  I'm  done  with  school,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  support  her  and  send  her  back  to 
school  so  she  can  get  her  master's  degree." 


Story  and  Photos:  Jennifer  Grimmelt 
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J_^ver  felt  like  you  were  living  in  the  wrong 
time  or  the  wrong  place?  Monique  Leathern  has. 
Leathern  is  a  23-year-old  senior,  majoring  in  history. 

"I  had  a  lot  of  majors.  I  believe  six,  but  I  really 
enjoy  history,"  she  said. 

Leathern  is  the  daughter  of  Theresa  Hayes.  "I 
really  feel  like  my  mom  has  truly  been  a  guiding 
influence  in  my  life.  She  had  to  take  over  the  role  of 
mother  and  father  when  my  dad  passed  away.  She 
has  always  been  there  no  matter  what  I  do  or  did.  I 
am  really  going  to  miss  her  when  I  leave  for 
California  after  graduation." 

Leathem  is  going  to  California  to  pursue  her 
interest  in  movies.  "I  love  old  movies  and  old  music. 
My  favorite  singer  is  Barbara  Streisand.  Sometimes 
I  feel  like  I  should  have  been  born  sooner. 
Sometimes  I  feel  as  if  I  want  to  hop  to  the  future 
and  do  something  with  my  life.I  do  not  want  to  live 
in  the  past,  but  yet,  I  want  to  bring  the  past  to  the 
present,"  she  said. 

"I  do  not  have  much  time  to  myself,  but  when  I 
do  have  it,  I  like  to  write  poetry.  These  are  just 
thoughts  that  are  in  my  head  that  I  want  to  get  on 
paper  I  never  show  them  to  anyone;  it  is  my  little 
private  collection." 

Leathem  also  likes  to  travel.  "I  have  been  to 
Europe,  New  York,  California  several  times,"  she 
said.  "I  have  family  there,  even  though  I  am  from 
Lafayette." 

Leathem's  love  of  movies  increased  when  she 
had  the  opportunity  to  be  on  the  production  team  of 
"Uncle  Sidney  and  the  Mexicans,"  a  locally-pro- 
duced film.  "I  kinda  had  my  hands  in  everything," 
she  said.  "I  also  got  to  experience  actors  trying  to 
work  with 


helicopters  and  trucks,  which  were  donated  to  the 
film  by  local  businesses  and  companies. 
"An  interesting  part  of  the  job  was  that  I  had  to  beg 
surrounding  businesses  to  donate  food  to  feed  the 
crew,"  she  commented.  "Surprisingly,  I  got  pretty  f 
good  at  it.  Helping  with  a  movie  is  something  I  ■ 
always  wanted  to  do  and  thought  I  might  as  well  do  M 
it  while  I  had  the  chance.  I  love  the  movies,  and  I  P 
hope  to  get  involved  in  the  movies  as  a  career 
maybe,"  Leathem  said. 

Leathem  first  attended  LSU  before  coming  to 
USL.  "I  find  that  USL  is  a  much  friendUer  school,"  P 
she  said.  "It  is  also  smaller  and  closer  to  home.  USL  ^ 
does  not  deserve  the  reputation  it  has  for  being  awj 
party  school.  USL  is  a  fine  school;  it  has  great  pro-  C 
fessors  and  a  very  caring  campus.  That  in  itself  is  « 
hard  to  find  nowadays." 

One  of  Leathem's  influences  on  campus  has  _ 
been  Dr.  Gloria  Fiero.  "She  encouraged  me  acade-  fl 
mically  by  telling  me  to  set  my  goals  high  and  to  S 
fulfill  my  potential.  I  went  from  being  a  student  I 
who  never  asked  questions  and  was  always  really  r. 
drawn  back  to  a  student  who  asks  questions  and 
enjoys  class." 

The  professors  helped  me  realize  that  they  were 
people  too.  They  treated  me  as  an  adult  and  not  as 
a  child.  I  have  really  enjoyed  my  experience  here  at 
USL,"  Leathem  said. 

Leathem  is  an  eager-to-get-involved  type  of  per- 
son who  is  gearing  up  for  many  more  great  changes 
and  developments  in  her  life.  She  is  a  person  with  a 
strong  sense  of  direction  and  a  great  deal  of  ambi- 
tion. These  qualities  will  i^^efuUy  help  her  to  make 
it  big  in  the  movie  scene. 

Story  :  Laura  Broussord    Photos:  Jeanne  Rogers 
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X  he  next  time  you  see  Paul  Rochon's 
name,  it  may  in  an  article  stating  that  a  cure  has 
been  found  for  one  of  the  many  infectious  diseases 
that  affect  humanity.  Rochon  is  both  a  microbiolo- 
gy and  chemistry  major.  His  main  goal  is  to  finish 
the  MD  and  Ph.D.  program. 

This  program  involves  medical  scientist  train- 
ing and  takes  between  seven  and  nine  years  to 
complete.  Rochon  says  that  he  would  like  to  touch 
both  aspects  of  clinical  medicine  and  research  med- 
icine. He  has  always  had  a  desire  for  medicine, 
working  with  people,  and  working  in  a  laboratory. 
And  with  his  work  experience,  Rochon  has  solidi- 
fied his  decision  to  work  in  the  medical  field. 

Rochon  completed  an  internship  at  the  the 
Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Disease.  This 
lab  specializes  in  parasitic  diseases,  which  means 
that  Rochon  was  dealing  with  such  diseases  as 
malaria.  "It  was  interesting  to  work  in  a  lab  where 
all  information  on  world  health  comes  in." 

When  Rochon  was  younger,  he  always  said 
that  he  was  going  to  be  a  doctor.  Then  while  in  high 
school,  his  father  became  very  ill  from  a  disease. 
The  physicians  had  a  difficult  time  diagnosing  him 
because  this  disease  was  so  rare.  This  pulled 
Rochon  closer  to  the  thought  of  research  medicine. 

Ever  since,  Rochon  has  wanted  to  find  out 
cures  for  infectious  diseases.  "Now,  I  may  not  find 
the  cure  for  AIDS  or  something  like  that,  but  I 
would  like  to  play  an  important  role  of  finding  a 
cure  for  some  infectious  disease  in  the  future." 

Rochon  definitely  keeps  himself  busy.  If  he 
hasn't  been  your  chemistry  tutor  here  at  USL,  then 
you  may  have  seen  him  fulfilling  his 
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part-time  job  in  the  produce  department  of  Winn 
Dixie. 

Rochon  also  remains  active  with  the  music 
department.  In  high  school,  he  was  the  drum  major 
for  two  years.  Even  now  he  remains  involved  by 
devoting  his  summers  to  instructing  Carencro 
High  School's  marching  band.  He  enjoys  guiding 
his  younger  brother  who  has  also  taken  up  his 
love  for  music. 

As  far  as  being  involved  at  USL,  Rochon  is  a 
member  of  several  organizations.  These  include 
the  Premedical  Society,  Newman  Club,  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  Gamma  Beta 
Phi,  Phi  Eta  Sigma,  and  Alpha  Phi  Alpha.  Rochon 
participated  in  the  Collegiate  Scholars  Bowl  and 
took  first  place  in  the  southwest  region.  He  has 
been  doing  research  in  the  ImmunoBiology  lab 
since  he  was  a  freshman.  Some  of  his  projects  in 
the  lab  have  led  him  to  presenting  preliminary 
studies  at  National  Microbiology  Conventions. 

One  day,  Rochon  would  like  to  have  his  own 
laboratory.  He  would  like  to  work  in  a  clinical  set- 
ting, where  he  could  channel  his  research  and  dis- 
coveries made  in  the  lab  to  clinical  patients.  "I  pos- 
sibly could  serve  as  a  bridge  for  both  the  clinical 
and  research  aspect.  I  may  be  able  to  find  a  con- 
nection so  that  the  possibility  of  finding  a  cure 
would  be  beneficial  to  us,"  Rochon  said. 

Hopefully,  Rochon  will  be  given  the  chance  to 
write  an  honors  thesis  for  his  research.  "You  are 
the  one  that  needs  to  make  your  own  path.  You 
have  your  dream  and  that  dream  can  possibly  cre- 
ate your  path.  You  don't  necessarily  have  to  follow 
someone  else's  dream,"  he  said.  ^J;^ 
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amantha  Sylvester  decided  to  go  into 
nursing  after  taking  care  of  a  sick  neighbor.  Her 
friend,  unfortunately,  was  a  hemophiliac  and  con- 
tracted the  HIV  virus  after  a  blood  transfusion. 
Sylvester  constantly  gave  him  treatments,  but 
did  not  mind  taking  time  to  help  out  her  friend. 

Every  summer,  Sylvester  volunteers  at 
Camp  Heartland,  a  camp  for  children  who  have 
the  HIV  virus.  There  are  usually  300  kids  that 
attend  annually,  and  there  are  several  activities 
that  the  children  are  able  to  participate  in.  "The 
kids  at  camp  have  a  blast!  They  live  life  to  the 
fullest.  They  don't  waste  time  on  the  little 
things,"  she  said.  Sylvester  has  also  been  active 
in  getting  the  word  out  about  Camp  Heartland. 
This  summer,  she  has  traveled  to  11  different 
states  to  guide  and  provide  information  to  other 
camps.  "We  need  more  camps  because  the  kids 
need  them.  .  .  and  the  more  kids  we  get  to  camp, 
the  better,"  Sylvester  said. 

Family  is  a  huge  part  in  Sylvester's  life.  Her 
parents  have  been  very  patient  and  supportive  of 
all  that  Sylvester  does.  She  has  two  sisters,  and 
one  is  also  in  the  nursing  program  at  USL.  But 
even  though  both  are  interested  in  the  same  field, 
they  are  going  in  different  directions.  Sylvester's 
sister  is  planning  on  being  a  nurse  practioner. 
She  would  like  to  deal  more  with  the  paperwork 
and  administrative  side,  while  Sylvester  is  plan- 
ning to  focus  more  on  the  patients. 

"I'd  love  to  go  work  at  the  National  Institute 
of  Health  or  another  large  hospital.  I'm  going  to 
specialize  in  pediatric  AIDS,  so  I  probably  will 
not  be  able  to  stay  in  Lafayette.  It  will  be  hard 


because  I  don't  want  to  leave  my  family,  but  I 
have  to  ...  I  really  can't  see  myself  doing  any- 
thing else,"  she  said. 

Sylvester  was  greatly  influenced  by  her 
neighbor  who  is  a  nurse.  She  was  able  to  learn 
from  her  what  daily  routines  nurses  must  go 
through.  Sylvester  says  that  sometimes  nurses 
don't  know  a  child's  background,  so  they  may  not 
give  the  best  medications  for  the  child. 
Sylvester's  dream  is  to  open  a  home  health 
agency.  This  will  allow  trained  nurses  to  go  into 
different  areas  and  know  how  to  take  care  of  each 
individual  child  differently,  depending  on  their 
needs. 

Sylvester  definitely  keeps  herself  busy  with 
work,  school,  and  other  involvements.  She  is  very 
thankful  because  her  job  has  been  very  support- 
ive of  her  busy  schedule.  Sylvester  was  able  to 
keep  up  her  grades  because  she  knew  that  she 
had  to  do  well  in  order  to  help  out  with  camp  in 
the  summer.  "Sometimes  I  wonder  what  I'd  be 
like  if  I  did  not  go  to  camp.  .  .  What  would  I  be 
doing?" 

Sylvester  started  an  AIDS  awareness  pro- 
gram at  Sacred  Heart  Christian  Academy,  and  is 
certified  by  the  Red  Cross  to  teach  HIV  and  AIDS 
education.  "Eventually  I  may  get  into  doing  more 
with  educating  people,  but  I  just  don't  have  the 
time  right  now."  Occasionally  you  can  spot 
Sylvester  reading  a  novel  or  skating,  but  whatev- 
er it  may  be,  Sylvester  remains  busy.  "Sometimes 
I  just  stop  and  think  of  all  that  I  do.  I  never  think 
of  it  as  not  being  normal.  I  just  do  it.  It's  who  I 


Story  and  Photos:  Jennifer  Grimmett 
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ompassion  and  a  desire  to  work 
with  patients  on  a  one-to-one  basis  compelled 
Kevin  Cox  to  switch  his  major  from  premed  to 
nursing. 

The  Lafayette  native  and  graduate  of 
Lafayette  High  (class  of  '91)  will  become  a  USL 
graduate  in  December  of  1997.  Where  he  will  put 
his  degree  to  work  is  still  up  in  the  air.  "I  would 
like  to  stay  here.  I  thought  about  being  a  traveling 
nurse — travel  around  the  country  to  different 
places  and  see  what  health  care  is  like  in  different 
places.  It  would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  advance 
myself  and  learn  a  lot  more,"  Cox  said. 

Three  years  in  premed  convinced  Cox  that 
nursing  was  where  his  future  lay.  "I  was  in  premed 
for  three  years.  That  explains  why  I've  been  here  so 
long,"  he  said  with  a  laugh.  "I  worked  at  the  emer- 
gency room  at  Lafayette  General,  where  I  work 
now.  And,  I  really  saw  the  difference  between  med- 
icine and  being  a  nurse.  The  nurse  gets  more 
patient  care;  the  doctor  has  to  see  500  different 
people.  The  (nurses)  get  your  five  or  six  people,  and 
those  are  the  people  you  really  get  to  take  care  of 
You  get  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  with  them  and  build 
a  personal  relationship." 

Working  in  the  emergency  room  was  an 
interesting  experience  for  Cox.  "It's  very  exciting, 
and  it's  always  something  different.  It's  not  the 
same  stuff  that  you're  exposed  to  all  the  time,"  Cox 
explained.  The  frenzied  pace  and  need  to  make 
instant  decisions  isn't  a  problem  for  him.  "I'm  pret- 
ty calm.  It  doesn't  bother  me,  blood  squirting  on 
me;  it  never  has.  The  nurses  down  there  tell  me  I've 
got  the  kind  of  personality  to  work  in  a  high  stress 
kind  of  area,"  he  said. 


Cox  describes  emergency  room  nursing,  for 
some  nurses,  as  "finding  your  niche.  Once  you  find 
it,  you  don't  want  to  get  out  of  it."  He  finds  nursing 
itself  to  be  an  excellent  field  of  endeavor.  "It's  a 
really  caring  profession,  and  I  think  it's  a  great  ser- 
vice that  you  can  do  for  someone  who  is  sick. 
Because,  when  you're  sick,  you  feel  at  your 
absolute  worst,  and  you  don't  want  to  talk  to  any- 1 
one.  You  don't  want  to  see  anyone.  All  these  people 
come  into  your  room  and  do  all  these  things  to  you. 

"Some  patients  have  told  me  that  some  nurs- 
es come  in  and  don't  even  talk  to  them.  That  hurts 
me;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  can  only  make  myself 
more  available  to  those  people  and  spend  more 
time  with  them.  And  there's  ways  you  can  do  that," 
Cox  said. 

Nursing  isn't  just  a  job  to  Cox,  it's  a  calling. 
"Nursing  is  a  profession.  It's  kinda  of  a  fire  that 
comes  from  within.  It's  a  vocation.  Just  as  much  as 
any  other  vocation,  I  think.  Because  if  you  don't 
care  about  people,  I  think  you're  in  the  wrong  busi- 
ness," Cox  stated. 

The  passion  for  health  care  comes  from  with- 
in Cox,  and  it  is  inspired  by  his  grandfather.  "My 
grandfather  has  been  one  of  the  biggest  inspira- 
tions in  my  life.  My  family  is  real  close,  and  my 
grandfather  was  an  old-timey  doctor.  He  was  the 
only  doctor  in  Assumption  Parish  for  30  something 
years.  He  was  a  general  surgeon,  and  he  delivered 
everybody.  He's  the  coroner  in  Assumption  Parish 
now.  He's  in  his  80s,  and  he's  tireless.  He  says  it 
makes  him  feel  young  when  he  buries  ^mebody  he 
delivered,"  Cox  said  laughing  with  delight. 
"Sometimes,  people  paid  him  in  crops.  I  always 
admired  that  about  medicine." 


Story:  David  Gillis    Photos:  Jennifer  Grimmelf 
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Gaspard,  Denny  J 
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Gaspard,  Joshua  Q 

Gaspard,  Kristi  M 
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Gaspard,  Pamela  M 
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Gaston,  Rory  T 
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Gautreau,  Danica  M 

Gautreau,  Rowdy  J 
Gautreaux,  Andre  P 
Gautreaux,  Angie  M 
Gautreaux,  Brandon  J 
Gautreaux,  Dana  B 
Gautreaux,  Dylan  M 
Gautreaux,  Jeff  A 
Gautreaux,  Jeremy  D 

Gautreaux,  Micheal  S 
Gaveau,  Patrick  B 
Gay,  Melanie  J 
Gayle,  Jahzeel  N 
Gayle,  Kevin  M 
Gayneaux,  Joseph  W 
Gedward,  Lovina  M 
Gee,  John  H 

Gear,  Keith  B 
Geidel,  William  D 
Genitty,  Marvin 
Gennuso,  Christopher  S 
Genre,  Todd  C 
Genter,  Heather  B 
Gentry,  Colby  J 
Gentry,  Joshua  A 

Gentry,  Paula  J 
Gentry,  Raquel  P 
Geoffrey,  Christy  M 
Geoffrey,  Grady  P 
Geoffroy,  Gregory  P 
Geoffrey,  Natalie  A 
George,  Anthony 
George,  Carla  C 

George,  Jason  J 
George,  Michael  R 
George,  Theresa  A 
Gerace,  Jennifer  L 
Gerace,  Rocky  G 
Gerami,  Stephanie  M 
Gerard,  Aimee  F 
Gerard,  Nicole  A 

Gerbert,  Cristine  G 
Gerlick,  Robert  E 
Gesch,  Jennifer  R 
Cesser,  Elizabeth  K 
Gettys,  Heidi  M 
Gewin,  Scott  N 
Ghika,  Ruxandra  R 
Ghio,  Anna  E 

Ghirardi,  Ronda  L 
Ghorashi,  Ali 
Giavotella,  Jason  P 
Gibbens,  Patrick  S 
Gibbons,  Kellie  L 
Gibilterra,  Michael  V 
Gibson,  Allison  L 
Gibson,  Benjamin  E 

Gibson,  Justin  D 
Gibson,  Kendrick  L 
Gibson,  Michelle  F 
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Gibson,  Todd  W 
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Gilbeaux,  Erika  D 
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Gipson.  Alanna  C 
Girard,  Angela  M 
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Giroir,  Julie  E 
Giroir,  Ryan  J 
Giroir,  Shannon  M 
Girouard,  Amanda  E 
Girouard,  David  J 

Girouard.  Kimberly  L 
Girouard,  Sarah  A 
Girouard,  Wayne  P 
Gisclair,  Blake  M 
Gisclair,  Crystal  A 
Githens,  Jonathan  M 
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Glancy,  Joshua  A 

Glapion,  Alisha  M 
Glass,  Heather  R 
Gleason.  Rhonda  K 
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Gloster,  Kyllie  S 
Glover,  Ann  K 
Glover,  Florence  A 
Glover,  Quanzette  S 

Godchaux,  Jeff  D 
Godchaux,  John  A 
Godeaux,  Tabatha  F 
Goff,  Marcia  D 
Goforth,  Manuel  R 
Goggans,  Joanne  R 
Going,  Jennifer  L 
Goins,  Erik  J 

Golden,  Shamekia  A 
Goltr>',  Jason  D 
Gomez,  Christopher  B 
Gomez,  Heath  J 
Gomez,  Johnny 
Gondron,  Justin  P 
Gondron,  Kodi  C 
Gonsoulin,  Robin  E 

Gonsoulin,  Tameka  E 
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Gonzales,  Mia  D 
Gonzales,  Nicholas  J 
Gonzales,  Nicole  D 
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Gonzalez,  Cesar  E 
Gonzalez,  Jeremy  J 
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Gosserand,  Kimberly  S 
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Goudeau,  Angelique  M 
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JL  JL  JL  ichael  D.  Celestin  Jr.  describes 
himself  as  being,  "very  serious  when  it  gets  down 
to  business." 

A  22-year-old  Interpersonal  and  Public 
Communications  major,  Celestin  has  gotten 
down  to  a  lot  of  business.  Since  coming  to  USL, 
he  has  become  involved  in  numerous  organiza- 
tions which  help  to  serve  both  the  Lafayette  area 
and  the  university. 

Celestin  has  been  active  with  the  USL 
Student  Orientation  Staff  since  1993,  helping  the 
thousands  of  first  time  freshmen  become  accli- 
mated to  the  USL  campus.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  USL  Parking  and  Appeals  Committee. 
These  are  the  people  you  go  to  that  decide 
whether  or  not  you  really  need  to  pay  your  park- 
ing tickets. 

Celestin  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
World  Culture  Committee  of  the  USL  Union 
Program  Council.  He  has  also  been  selected  for 
the  AmeriCorps  Scholars  of  Acadiana  Service 
Organization.  This  is  a  group  that  serves  the 
Lafayette  community  through  tutoring. 

Celestin  is  also  a  three-year  member  of  the 
Alpha  Phi  Alpha  Fraternity,  Inc.  He  is  a  proud 
member,  who  speaks  very  highly  of  his  fraternity, 
as  he  was  quick  to  proclaim,  "Alpha  Phi  Alpha  is 
the  light  of  the  world!" 

Celestin  came  to  USL  from  the  New 
Orleans  area.  He  graduated  from  Edna  Karr 
Magnet  High  School.  His  parents  are  Michael 
and  Sheryl  Celestin,  and  he  is  the  brother  of 


Russell  and  Toni  Celestin. 


Although  he  claims  he  has  no  free  time, 
when  Celestin  is  fortunate  enough  to  have  , 
some,  he  likes  to  play  pool,  basketball,  and  lis- 
ten to  music.  Among  Celestin's  favorite  tjrpes  of 
music  are  jazz,  R&B,  and  rap.  More  important- 
ly, Celestin  is  always  ready  to  volunteer  for  ser- 
vice organizations  when  needed.  When  asked 
how  he  felt  about  USL,  Celestin  simply 
answered,  "I  love  this  place!" 

Celestin  only  has  two  complaints  about 
USL.  First  of  all,  he  says,  "In  my  opinion,  I  feel 
that  the  university  makes  it  very  hard  for  stu- 
dents to  graduate  in  their  major  field,  pushing 
them  to  graduate  studies.  However,  I  do  under- 
stand that  individual  merit  must  be  acknowl- 
edged as  a  factor."  Not  uncommon  among  other 
students  at  USL,  his  only  other  complaint  is  the 
parking  situation  on  campus.  Celestin  feels  that 
the  parking  on  campus  is  "atrocious  to  the  needs 
of  convenience."  Many  students  are  quick  to 
agree  with  Celestin  on  this  issue. 

People  who  know  Celestin  find  that  he  is  a 
kind,  outgoing  person  with  a  good  sense  of 
humor.  He  also  describes  himself  as  being  very 
conservative.  Despite  all  of  his  involvements  on 
campus  and  in  the  community,  and  being  outgo- 
ing and  authoritative  in  times  of  business, 
Celestin  still  feels  that  when  it  comes  down  to  it, 
he  is  a  shy  person. 


Story:  Jason  Tonglet    Photos:  Jeanne  Rogers 
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Grace,  Greg  M 
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Graffeo,  Lisa  M 
Graham,  James  E 
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Granger,  Kim  N 
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Granger,  Rachel  L 
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Grant.  Kellie  M 
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Grant,  Sara  M 
Gratton,  Ginger  S 

Grau,  Trevor  M 
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Gray,  Jacquelin  C 
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Grayson,  Matthew  C 
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Green,  Wesley  R 
Greene,  Frank  N 
Greene,  Heather  V 
Greene,  Lissadell  G 
Greene,  Wilbert  L 
Greenhouse,  Levar  W 
Gregory,  Blaise  B 
Gregory,  Jonathan  E 

Gregory,  Matthew  A 
Greig,  Carrie  L 
Greig,  Courtney  M 
Greig,  Jenee  S 
Greig,  Jerome  K 
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Guidry,  Allison  C 


Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 

Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
Guidry, 
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on't  burn  any  bridges,  because  you 
always  need  your  connections,"  said  Danny 
Devillier.  "Especially  in  the  music  business  or 
entertainment  industry — It's  so  hard  to  make  a 
name  for  yourself."  Devillier  is  a  graduate  stu- 
dent majoring  in  music  composition.  He  believes 
that  success  is  ninety  percent  who  you  know  and 
ten  percent  what  you  can  do. 

A  percussionist,  Devillier  can  often  be  found 
plajdng  the  drums,  or  even  the  guitar  and  piano. 
Devillier  has  played  with  the  Jazz  Ensemble 
since  his  freshman  year.  He  explains  that  there 
are  many  different  "bands"  at  the  school. 
Sometimes  when  people  talk  about  "the  band," 
they  are  referring  to  the  "marching  band."  But 
actually  there  are  several  bands,  such  as  the 
wind  ensemble,  jazz,  and  percussion,  for  whom 
Devillier  writes  and  plays.  He  also  enjoys  help- 
ing coordinate  concerts  for  the  theatre  and  dance 
department.  Devillier  wrote  music  for  such  pro- 
ductions as  "The  Big  Bang"  and  "Guernica." 

Devillier's  inspiration  came  from  a  couple  of 
guys  in  his  neighborhood  when  growing  up.  All 
of  the  guys  played  the  drums  and  Devillier 
thought  to  himself,  "I've  got  to  do  that,"  whenev- 
er he'd  see  them  perform.  Since  the  third  grade, 
Devillier  knew  that  plajdng  the  drums  is  what 
he  wanted  to  do.  "And  the  more  I  got  into  it,  the 
more  people  influenced  me — such  as  my  high 
school  band  director." 

After  graduation,  Devillier  taught  a  few 
music  classes.  He  decided  that  teaching  would 
be  a  supplementary  income  for  him. 


He  respects  those  that  can  teach  music. 

"Personally  I  don't  have  the  patience  to  keep 
up  with  that  kind  of  work.  It  takes  a  special  per- 
son." 

Devillier  does  continue  to  write  music  for 
himself  and  others.  Aside  from  school,  Devillier 
plays  and  writes  for  the  Megatron  Jones,  jazz 
gigs,  weddings,  and  events  around  town.  "Except 
for  eating  and  sleeping,  my  whole  day  is  basical- 
ly nothing  but  music.  It's  weird  because  it  just 
totally  consumes  me." 

The  USL  music  department  is  actually  very 
small  compared  to  some  of  the  other  universities, 
and  Devillier  says  that  is  a  true  advantage  for 
the  students.  "The  chance  of  your  material 
becoming  exposed  is  so  much  greater  than  if  you 
were  in  a  bigger  department.  There  is  always  a 
chance  to  have  something  of  yours  played." 

Devillier's  main  writing  interest  is  film  scor- 
ing. "I  don't  get  to  do  much  of  it  because  there 
aren't  film  camps  around."  But  Devillier 
remains  very  interested  in  the  media  aspect.  He ' 
would  love  to  be  able  to  work  with  music  videos. 
"I  think  that  is  my  one  writing  passion.  I'd  like 
to  see  myself  doing  that  in  the  future." 

A  Lafayette  native,  Devillier  said  his  family 
has  been  supportive  of  his  interest  in  music, 
although  other  members  of  his  family  have  not 
had  a  large  interest  in  plajdng  or  writing  music. 
"No  one  in  my  family  plays  an  instrument  or  has 
any  musical  talent,  so  I  really  don't  know  where 
I  get  it  from." 
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\/\/  hen  one  first  speaks  to  Joy 
Blanchard,  the  tone  in  her  voice  gives  a  great 
first  impression.  Her  name  itself  says  it  all.  She 
is  a  joy  to  listen  to  and  a  joy  to  talk  to.  At  19,  she 
has  a  wonderfiil  sense  of  direction  in  her  life  and 
an  outstanding  viewpoint  on  it  as  well. 

This  St.  Martinville  native  is  majoring  in 
French  education  with  a  minor  in  Journalism. 
Why  French  Education?  "It  was  kind  of  like  a 
calling,"  she  said.  "I  always  knew  that  I  wanted 
to  be  a  teacher.  I  know  that  in  the  classroom  is 
where  I  could  make  a  difference.  I  not  only  want 
to  teach  French  to  give  the  children  a  second  lan- 
guage so  that  they  can  compete  in  the  business 
world,  but  just  to  teach  them  about  life." 

"I've  had  so  many  wonderful  teachers  that 
have  inspired  me  and  I  know  that  teachers  today 
are  mentors  and  friends.  That's  what  I  want  to 
do." 

Blanchard's  plans  for  the  near  future  are 
ambitious,  to  say  the  least.  "I  want  to  get  into 
administration  and  pursue  my  doctorate  in  edu- 
cation." After  she's  finished  her  doctorate, 
Blanchard  wants  to  teach  for  a  few  years  and 
maybe  become  a  principal. 

"You  see  so  many  people  who  don't  believe 
that  it's  (education)  important,  and,  later  on  in 
life,  they  regret  it.  It's  so  that  we  encourage  chil- 
dren to  take  every  opportunity  that  they  have 
and  to  utilize  every  tool  that  is  placed  in  front  of 
them  so  that,  when  they  get  older,  they  don't  just 
have  one  thing  to  choose  from.  They  have  career 
opportunities  and  doors  that  are  left  to  be 
opened.  They  can  realize  that  they  have  poten- 
tial," she  added.  Getting  her  education  does  play 


a  significant  role  in  Blanchard's  life,  but  she  also 
actively  participates  in  a  lot  of  activities. 
Blanchard  is  the  SGA  President  of  Education,  is 
on  the  Honors  Board,  and  is  one  of  USL's  repre- 
sentatives to  the  State  Board.  Her  honors  orga- 
nizations include  Alpha  Lambda  Delta,  ICappa 
Delta  Pi,  Gamma  Beta  Phi,  the  Vermilion 
Honors  Society,  and  the  Society  of  Professional 
Journalists. 

Her  community  services  include  being  a  lec- 
tor at  her  church,  and  volunteering  for  America's 
Junior  Miss  Program,  which  is  a  scholarship  pro- 
gram for  female  high  school  students,  and  she  is 
St.  Martinville's  Pepper  Queen. 

And  she  has  part-time  jobs.  "I  was  an  aero- 
bics instructor,  and  I  used  to  freelance  for  the 
Advertiser,  and  was  a  private  French  tutor.  A 
jack-of-all  trades,  you  could  say."  Blanchard  man- 
ages her  time,  she  says,  by  not  sleeping.  "During 
the  semester,  seriously,  I  sleep  maybe  two  hours. 
Then  on  Friday  nights,  I  catch  up  on  my  sleep. 
I'm  just  a  hyper  person!  I  fit  my  name  quite  well. 
I  find  that  the  more  I  do,  the  better  I  manage  my 
time.  The  more  I  do,  the  more  it  motivates  me." 

"I  think  USL  is  quite  amazing  because  you 
walk  across  campus  and  you  see  familiar  faces, 
and  it's  just  nice  because  you're  not  a  number. 
The  more  you  get  involved,  the  more  people  you 
meet." 

"  I  always  dreamed  of  being  a  teacher  and  a 
principal.  Now,  it's  a  near  reality.  I'd  better  make 
it  happen  now  so  that  I  can  fulfill  all  of  my 
dreams." 


Story  :  Laura  Broussord    Photos:  Tracy  Gardner 
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i-  ^  on't  be  surprised  if  you  see  Jeanne 
Fuselier  more  than  once  on  campus.  Fuselier  is  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Mu  sorority,  and  she  is  presi- 
dent of  the  panhellenic  council,  which  is  the  gov- 
ernment body  of  sororities. 

"I  really  enjoy  interacting  with  people  in 
other  sororties,"  she  said.  "I  don't  just  like  being 
secluded  in  my  own  sorority."  Fuselier  believes 
that  the  sororities  are  a  great  way  to  get  to  know 
other  women  as  well  as  making  new  friends  on 
campus.  She  also  has  participated  in  aroki 
retreats.  An  aroki  is  a  RUSH  counselor.  Fuselier 
served  as  an  aroki,  but  now  as  president,  she  is 
in  charge  of  the  aroki  aspect  of  RUSH. 

Cheerleading  was  another  way  that 
Fuselier  stayed  active  with  school.  Although  this 
year  Fuselier  had  to  give  up  cheerleading 
because  of  her  involvement  with  the  panhellenic 
council,  she  still  manages  to  help  out  with  cheer- 
leading camps.  She  loves  cheering  and  was  able 
to  teach  six  camps  this  summer. 

"I  think  it  is  so  interesting  to  teach  younger 
kids  something  that  I  really  love  to  do.  I  do 
though  dread  having  to  drive  to  Baton  Rouge  or 
Hammond,  stay  in  dorms,  and  eat  cafeteria  food, 
but  once  I'm  out  there  teaching  the  kids  and 
really  interacting  with  them,  I  really  love  it.  I 
think  that's  why  I'm  going  into  teaching." 

When  FuseHer  first  started  school  at  USL, 
she  was  majoring  in  the  mass  communications 
field  in  advertising  and  fashion  merchandising, 
but  now  she  is  interested  in  secondary  art  edu- 
cation. She  enjoys  working  with  teenagers 
because  she  feels  that  they  are  a  bit  more  recep- 
tive than  younger  kids.  "Teenagers  have  a  httle 


more  control  over  their  minds  and  are  much 
more  attentive  than  junior  high  kids.  I  love  kids 
that  are  very  involved  and  ask  lots  of  questions." 

Besides  teaching,  Fuselier  has  an  affinity 
for  art.  So  she  has  combined  her  two  favorite 
things  to  make  her  perfect  major.  She  loves  to  let 
her  mind  wander  and  she  does  this  by  painting 
and  sculpting  clay.  "I  feel  a  great  loss  for  some- 
one who  has  never  let  themselves  go  because  it  is 
so  overwhelming.  People  who  say  they  are  not 
artistic  just  have  not  let  that  part  of  them  out 
yet.  And  by  saying  that  they  are  not  good 
enough,  these  people  are  suppressing  their  artis- 
tic abilities." 

In  high  school,  even  Fuselier  believed  that 
she  had  no  artistic  ability,  but  when  she  took  a 
drawing  class  for  her  fashion  merchandising 
major,  she  really  surprised  herself  At  that  point, 
she  realized  that  she  could  draw  well;  she  had 
just  never  let  it  come  out. 

Fuselier  plans  to  graduate  in  a  year  or  two, 
but  she  definitely  is  not  ready  to  give  up  the 
classroom  experience.  "I  love  going  to  class  and 
learning  new  things,"  she  said.  She  is  planning 
to  get  her  master's  degree  in  higher  learning  and 
may  possibly  be  interested  in  teaching  art  histo- 
ry or  art  appreciation.  She  enjoys  explaining  the 
reasoning  for  colors  used  in  a  painting  or  what 
may  have  happened  during  a  certain  time  period 
that  may  have  influenced  a  painter. 

Fuselier  and  her  family  are  fi'om  Lafayette 
and  spend  a  lot  of  time  together.  Fuselier  also 
hopes  that  she  can  make  a  positive  difference 
during  her  life. 


Story:  Jennifer  Grimmett   Photos:  Lori  Boutin 
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.1  ^  usy  seems  to  be  Quinta  Thompson's 
middle  name.  This  twenty-year-old  senior  who  is 
majoring  in  poltical  science  is  a  member  of  the  SOS 
orientation  committee,  a  dorm  hall  director,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Resident  Hall  Association,  and  she  vol- 
unteers with  Acadiana  Cares.  An  honor  student, 
Thompson  is  also  a  member  of  the  Newman  Club. 
She  has  made  a  great  change  from  being  a  busy 
high  school  student  to  an  even  busier  college  stu- 
dent. 

Thompson  attended  New  Iberia  Senior  High 
School.  There,  she  participated  in  many  clubs, 
including  Beta,  Honors,  the  Gifted  and  Talented 
program.  Quiz  Bowl,  Literary  Rally  Team,  and  the 
French  club.  She  was  President  of  Students 
Against  Drunk  Driving  (SADD),  the  Tabasco 
Relays  Court,  and  was  on  the  board  for  the  Diocese 
of  Lafayette. 

"I  was  a  busy  little  person,"  remarked 
Thompson.  "In  my  spare  time,  which  is  something 
I  do  not  have  much  of,  I  like  to  read,  write,  garden, 
bake,  dance,  and  I  am  interested  in  photography 
and,  of  course,  watch  old  movies  and  Star  Trek.  My 
favorite  old  movies  are  Meet  Me  At  St.  Louis,  and 
Sentential  Journey.  Oh,  and  I  also  love  musicals." 
She  also  enjoys  the  music  of  J.R.  Richards  and 
socializing. 

"I  love  to  talk  to  people.  I  guess  that  is  why  I 
love  my  residence  hall  job  so  much,"  she  said."It 
allows  me  to  meet  the  people  in  the  dorms.  Also,  it 
allows  me  the  chance  to  meet  the  people  of  USL.  I 
assume  that  is  why  I  wanted  to  become  a  member 


of  the  SOS  orientation  staff. 

"I  have  been  a  member  for  two  years  now,  and  I 
have  loved  every  minute  of  it." 

Thompson  is  the  daughter  of  Curtis  and  I 
Charlene  Thompson.  She  has  two  sisters,  Alfeda 
and  LaVero.  Both  of  her  sisters  and  her  mother 
all  attended  USL.  So  she  is  continuing  in  the 
family  tradition  of  attending  USL.  "I  love  coming 
to  the  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana,  and 
the  campus  is  really  friendly.  Students  get  a  great 
education  at  a  reasonable  price.  However,  I  feel 
that  the  community  college  should  not  be  run  out 
of  USL.  They  need  their  own  campus  somewhere 
else  besides  USL,"  commented  Thompson. 

Two  people  who  have  made  an  impression  on 
Thompson's  life  are  her  grandmothers.  "I  would 
have  to  say  my  grandmothers  are  the  biggest 
influence  in  my  life.  They  both  were  hard  working 
women  who  came  from  very  rough  back- 
grounds. They  are  very  strong  and  independent 
women.  They  raised  their  families  on  their  own. 

"My  grandmothers  have  taught  their  chil- 
dren, grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren 
to  have  strong  morals  and  to  be  better  human 
beings.  I  love  my    grandmothers  very,  very^ 
much,"  Thompson  said. 

In  terms  of  future  plans,  Thompson  said  she 
wants  to  become  a  very  successful  attorney  and 
have  her  own  practice.  An  ambitious  and  outgoing 
person  with  strong  morals  and  beliefs,  Thompson 
has  a  bright  future  ahead  of  her  . 
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X  really  love  USL.  There  is  no  other 
place  I'd  rather  be,"  said  Anna  Claire  Hundley. 
Hundley's  involvement  at  USL  has  increased 
since  she  changed  her  major  After  starting  out 
as  a  major  in  dietetics,  Hundley  realized  that 
family  studies  was  more  to  her  liking. 

"I've  always  been  an  average  student,  but 
since  I  love  my  major  so  much,  it  makes  me  want 
to  learn  more.  I  have  been  doing  so  much  bet- 
ter," she  said. 

Hundley  serves  as  president  of  her  sorority, 
Kappa  Delta.  When  she  entered  school,  Hundley 
went  through  Rush.  When  it  came  time  for  her 
to  pick  up  her  invitation  to  see  which  sorority 
she  had  been  selected  to  join,  Hundley  became 
too  nervous.  She  wound  up  not  even  showing  up. 
But  when  the  next  year  rolled  around,  Hundley 
(with  the  help  from  friends)  was  able  to  over- 
come her  nervousness  and  receive  her  invita- 
tion. 

Ever  since,  Hundley  has  done  nothing  but 
prosper  in  her  sorority.  She  had  the  good  fortune 
of  attending  a  leadership  conference.  There,  she 
was  able  to  realize  the  need  for  sororities  be  less 
competitive.  Everyone  was  able  to  learn  about 
each  other's  sorority  and  had  a  blast  working 
together 

And,  at  USL,  Hundley  is  a  member  of  the 
Greek  Honor  Society  and  the  Panhellenic  Honor 
Society.  Her  main  project  for  this  year  with  the 
honor  societies  is  to  establish  a  leadership 


conference  in  which  any  USL  student  can  par- 
ticipate. 

Besides  being  extremely  involved  with  her 
sorority,  Hundley  may  be  found  showing  stu- 
dents the  campus  or  directing  people  in  the 
parking  lots.  She  is  a  member  of  the  student  ori- 
entation staff  and  says  that  she  has  been  able  to 
meet  people  outside  of  the  Greek  system,  people 
from  different  majors  and  backgrounds,  and  peo- 
ple who  are  attending  USL  for  the  first  time.  As 
for  the  parking  directing,  Hundley  can  be  found  j 
at  the  Martin  Hall  parking  lot  booth.  She  says 
that  it  is  a  great  job  to  have,  and  whenever  it 
isn't  busy,  she  is  able  to  attend  to  her  school 
work. 

As  far  as  Hundley's  future  is  concerned,  she 
intends  on  traveling  to  different  colleges  for  her 
sorority.  By  doing  this,  she  will  visit  the  many 
chapters  and  give  them  ideas  or  help  them  with 
Rush.  Since  she  will  be  visiting  the  different  col- 
leges, Hundley  will  be  able  to  see  what  all  the 
colleges  have  to  offer.  This  will  aide  in  her  deci- 
sion concerning  graduate  school. 

Hundley  has  been  supported  by  her  family 
all  the  way.  She  is  very  close  to  them  and  can't 
wait  to  have  a  family  of  her  own  one  day. 
Eventually,  Hundley  would  like  to  work  as  a 
Greek  affairs  assistant  or  advisor.  "The  adminis- 
tration here  at  USL  is  so  amazing.  They  have 
really  inspired  me  to  work  with  college  kids."  ^ 
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X  never  want  to  limit  myself  to  just 
one  thing.  I  want  to  keep  my  options  open,"  said 
Cheramie  Gosnell.  Gosnell  is  a  public  relations 
major  who  is  working  on  her  internship  at  a 
marketing  and  creative  professional  firm.  "I  like 
marketing,  advertising,  computers,  and  graph- 
ics," she  said. 

Gosnell  started  at  USL  in  the  fall  of  1992 
and  pledged  Tri-Delta.  She  soon  became  active 
with  the  Greek  council  and  learned  how  other 
sororities  worked.  Now,  Gosnell  is  the  Greek 
affairs  staff  assistant.  This  is  where  she  has  the 
opportunity  to  assist  Greek  Deans.  Gosnell  is 
concerned  with  sorority  RUSH.  She  may  be 
found  working  with  the  RUSH  counselors, 
Panhellenic  and  inner  fraternity  council,  or 
with  the  National  Panhellenic  Council.  Keeping 
the  groups  on  track  and  helping  them  out  is 
what  Gosnell  does. 

After  graduating,  Gosnell  said  that  she 
was  excited,  but  not  ready  to  leave  school  yet. 
So,  she  applied  to  be  a  dorm  counselor.  Then  she 
heard  of  an  opening  for  the  Greek  affairs  stu- 
dent assistant  position.  "It  was  too  perfect,  and 
it  came  at  a  great  time!"  Gosnell  got  the  job  and 
really  feels  like  a  part  of  a  team.  She  enjoys 
being  able  to  travel  with  other  sorority  girls  to 
conventions. 

Some  of  the  conventions  that  Gosnell  has 
attended  are  the  Southern  Greek  Leadership 
Conference  (SGLC)  and  the  Southeastern 
Panhellenic  Conference  (SEPC).  At  SGLC, 
Gosnell  found  it  interesting  to  hear  guest 


speakers  talk  about  college  and  life  itself. 
SEPC's  programs  were,  however,  more  geared 
towards  women.  "I've  just  learned  so  much." 

Traveling  is  a  big  deal  to  Gosnell.  And 
because  of  the  Career  Fair^  Student 
Conservation  Association,  she  has  had  some 
awesome  traveling  opportunities.  Whether  it 
was  guiding  people  through  caves,  or  welcoming 
people  to  the  Magic  Kingdom  of  Walt  Disney 
World,  Gosnell  has  had  a  blast. 

"It  was  incredible!  I  had  never  been  to  the 
mountains  or  inside  a  cave  before.  At  Disney 
World,  I  was  able  to  meet  people  from  all  over 
the  world!"  So,  Gosnell  was  able  to  gain  great 
living  and  working  experience  that  will  defi- 
nitely aid  in  her  future  career  (whatever  it  may 
be). 

"As  far  as  what  I'm  going  to  be,  I  have  no 
idea  .  .  .  but,  I  know  that  I  want  to  travel,  even 
though  I  love  it  here  in  Louisiana."  Gosnell 
plans  to  eventually  get  her  master's  degree 
after  working  a  while  and  seeing  what  it  is  she 
actually  wants  to  do  with  her  future. 

She  has  held  several  jobs  and  has  been 
able  to  meet  many  people.  "You  work  in  places 
to  help  you  get  to  other  places."  Gosnell  is  hop- 
ing that  maybe  her  internship  will  take  her  in 
some  sort  of  direction.  "I've  done  things  in  the 
past  that  have  given  me  the  experience  I've 
needed.  I've  opened  up  a  lot  of  doors." 
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\  ^  randon  Stokley  is  one  of  the  top  ath- 
letes in  the  country.  One  might  think  that  Stokley,  a 
junior  Ail-American  wide  receiver,  would  have  an 
ego  as  large  as  the  amount  of  national  attention 
that  he  has  been  receiving  over  the  past  two  years. 
But,  Stokley  is  not  the  typical  athlete  that  is  out  for 
praise  and  glory.  And  he  knows  how  to  keep  his  life 
as  well  as  his  ego  in  perspective. 

Football  is,  obviously,  Stokley's  first  love. 
"I've  been  around  football  all  of  my  life  and  basical- 
ly, it's  what  I  know  and  what  I  like  doing,"  he  said. 
"I  got  into  football  really  from  my  dad"  (USL  Head 
Football  Coach  Nelson  Stokley).  "I've  been  around  it 
all  of  my  life  and  watching  him,  seeing  what  he 
does,  I  really  like  it  a  lot." 

Playing  receiver  on  the  football  team,  Stokley 
has  some  outstanding  statistics.  In  just  two  years, 
he  has  set  multiple  school  and  NCAA  records  and 
has  totaled  156  receptions  for  2,281  yards  and  16 
scores.  His  75  catches  for  1,121  yards  as  a  first-year 
player  were  the  most  by  a  freshmen  in  the  history 
of  college  football. 

Despite  the  accolades,  Stokley  downplays  the 
national  attention  and  his  individual  achievements." 
It's  a  nice  recognition,  but  you  have  to  put  it  into  per- 
spective," he  said.  "You  owe  a  lot  to  your  teamates. 
You  know  that  you  can't  do  it  on  your  own." 

Having  his  father.  Nelson  Stokley,  as  the  head 
coach  of  the  team  has  been  "great"  for  Stokley.  "He 
treats  me  like  all  of  the  other  players.  I  get  to  see 
my  dad  a  lot  more  than  I  would  if  I  wasn't  pla5ang 
football." 

When  asked  if  he  thinks  of  the  team  as  a 
family,  Stokley  said,  "Yes.  When  there's  something 
like  football  where  it's  a  year  round  thing,  always 
working  out  together  and  being  with  them 


an  tne  time;  its  iiKe  tneyre  your  orotners,  ana  yoi 
have  to  look  out  for  one  another." 

Since  Stokley's  name  is  well  know  around 


campus,  has  this  hign  protile  status  changed  his  lite 
in  any  way?  "It  hasn't  really,"  he  said.  "Most  people 


don't  recognize  me.  That's  how  I  feel  about  it.  I 
feel  like  I'm  the  same  as  everyone  else.  I'm  just 
a  student  on  campus." 

Stokley's  expectations  for  the  future  are 
very  ambitious.  "I  hope  to  try  to  play  in  the  NFL 
for  a  few  years,  and  then,  after  that,  just  see 
what  jobs  are  available."  At  USL,  Stokley  is  cur- 
rently pursuing  a  degree  in  Adaptive  Education 
and  coaching  might  be  in  his  future  when  his 
playing  days  are  over.  His  ultimate  dream  for  the 
future  is  "plajdng  pro-football  in  the  NFL  one  day. 
I'd  want  to  play  for  the  49ers  because  they  have 
such  a  classy  organization." 

"I  love  football.  I  think  the  best  thing  about 
it  is  hanging  out  with  all  of  your  friends  because 
they're  on  the  team.  Being  with  them  makes  the 
whole  experience  fun.  It  also  makes  it  easier  dur- 
ing tough  times  of  the  season.  We're  a  good  unit," 
he  said. 

Being  in  the  limelight  has  not  affected  \ 
Stokley's  view  of  his  life.  He  readily  gives  credit 
where  credit  is  due,  he  appreciates  the  team,  and 
appreciates  the  time  he  is  able  to  spend  with  his 
father.  The  attitude  that  Stokley  possesses  makes 
one  wish  that  all  athletes  looked  at  what  is  most 
important  in  life — ^family  and  friends  and  not  at 
how  much  money  their  contract  is  worth  for  that 
season.  Stokley  exemplifies  the  idea  that  some  ath- 
letes don't  play  for  money  and  fame,  but  for  the  love 
of  the  game  itself 
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Moss,  Jefferson  J 
Moss,  Rebecca  N 
Motteler,  Jennifer  S 
Motteler,  Terra  F 
Motto,  Melissa  A 
Mouhot,  Christy  M 
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Cedrick  W 
David  W 
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Mouton,  Karmal  R 
Mouton,  Kathy  A 
Mouton,  Kellie  E 
Mouton,  Laura  M 
Mouton,  Mia  R 
Mouton,  Michaela  K 
Mouton,  Monica  L 
Mouton,  Paul  R 

Mouton,  Rebecca  S 
Mouton,  Robert  J 
Mouton,  Russ  S 
Mouton,  Sarah  A 
Mouton,  Shemetia  M 
Mouton,  Valerie  L 
Mouton,  William  A 
Mower,  Jana  R 

Mowrey,  Robin  M 
Mowry,  David  P 
Moyers,  Paul  M 
Mozingo,  David  C 
Mudge,  Noah  D 
Mueller,  Charles  D 
Mueschke,  Nicholas  J 
Muffoletto,  Brandon  S 

Muhoberac,  Laura  A 
Mullens,  Benjamin  K 
Munnerlyn,  Jeremy  P 
Munro,  Michael  J 
Murphy,  Holly  G 
Murphy,  Laura  E 
Murphy,  Robert  M 
Murray,  Khoi  D 
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Murray,  LaHhandra  M 
Murrcll,  (-'harity  M 
Murry,  J«*«Mi<ra  A 
Murta/a,  Syod  A 
Muse,  K<  lli  M 
MuHc,  'I'ahitha  K 
MuHfirovo,  Andrew  C 
Myers,  Abbie  M 

Myers,  Axhlie  M 
Myers,  Brandon  (i 
Myers,  (ireg  M 
Myers,  Jason  A 
Myers,  Jason  T 
Myers,  Jeff  A 
Myers,  Lindy  G 
Myers,  Lynette  M 

Myers,  Marsha  E 
Myers,  Remi  M 
Myers,  Sara  M 
Myers,  Stacey  L 
Myers,  Trisha  C 
Myrick,  Michael  S 
Nabonne,  Carrie  M 
Nacol,  Natalie 

Najolia,  Joseph  A 
Nalker,  Daniel 
Nalley,  Jennifer  M 
Naquin,  Amy  C 
Naquin,  Amy  D 
Naquin,  Brian  J 
Naquin,  Kevin  R 
Naquin,  Melissa  A 

Naquin,  Rachelle  H 
Naquin,  Rhonda  A 
Naquin,  Tracy  L 
Narcisse,  Abigail  M 
Narcisse,  Darcianna  S 
Narcisse,  Laventra  J 
Narcisse,  Noelle  M 
Nash,  Christan  B 

Nash,  Jason  T 
Nash,  Shelly  D 
Naumann,  Michael  K 
Navarre,  Jason  L 
Navy,  Yolanda  R 
Naylor,  Elizabeth  C 
Neally,  Matthew  S 
Nealy,  Brandon  W 

Necaise,  Olivia  D 
Neck,  Van  K 
Ned,  Earline  M 
Nedock,  Stephanie  A 
Neece,  Jarod  R 
Nelams,  Kimberly  A 
Nelson,  Bryan  D 
Nelson,  Holly  R 
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Nelson, 
Nelson, 
Nelson, 
Nelson, 
Nelson, 
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Janet  T 
Kevin  F 
Laurie  K 
Loren  B 
Louise  E 
Michelle  N 
Steve  R 
Thomas  B 


Nero,  Denise  M 
Nero,  Melanie  K 
Nerve,  Deidra  P 
Nesser,  Elizabeth  A 
Nettles,  Kimberly  F 
Nettleton,  Christopher  G 
Neustrom,  Benjamin  O 
Neustrom,  Emily  K 

Neuville,  Brandon  J 
Neuville,  Misty  M 
Neuville,  Shantel  P 
Neveu,  Phoenicia  M 
Neveu,  Tyra  M 
Neville,  KaToya  G 
Neville,  Trelana  G 
Nevills,  Karen  A 

Nevils,  Colleen  M 
Nevils,  Jan  M 
Nevitt,  Todd  W 
Newberg,  Todd  S 
Newburn,  Michael  J 
Newman,  Jennifer  L 
Newman,  Jennifer  R 
Newman,  Jessica  M 
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Newman.  l.aShon  N 
Newniiin.  Kyan  R 
Newman.  IVavis  \V 
Newsom.  Christopher  L 
Newsom.  Joel  W 
Newsom.  Melissa  L 
Newton,  Shatonda  K 
Neyland,  Jeremy  C 

Nezat.  Leah  H 
Nezey,  Dana  M 
Ng.  Wai  >I 
Ngo.  Lien  P 
Ngtiy.  Anh  T 
Nguyen.  .\nh  T 
Nguyen.  .\nh  T 
Nguyen,  .\nhtuyet 

Nguyen.  Chau  D 
Nguyen,  Davis 
Nguyen.  Due  N 
Nguyen,  Gioan  D 
Nguyen,  Hien  M 
Nguyen,  Hoang  T 
N'gtiyen,  Hung  H 
Nguyen,  Hung  M 

Nguyen,  Hung  N 
Nguyen,  Jimy  T 
Nguyen,  Kim 
Nguyen,  Lam  N 
Nguyen,  Lan  T 
Nguyen,  Long  T 
Nguyen,  Nga  H 
Nguyen,  NTia  T 

Nguyen,  NTie  T 
Nguyen,  Phap  V 
Nguyen,  Quang  D 
Nguyen,  Quyen  M 
Nguyen,  Sharon  K 
Nguyen,  Thao  T 
Nguyen,  The  T 
Nguyen,  Thuy  L 

Nguyen,  Trang  N 
Nguyen,  Truoc  V 
Nguyen,  Tung  C 
Nguyen, Yen  T 
Nice,  Norb 
Nicholas,  Natasha  N 
Nicholas,  Tara  D 
Nichols,  Brett  J 

Nichols,  Deidra  C 
Nicholson,  Dwana  A 
Nicholson,  Shana  L 
Nickels,  Cristae  M 
Nickels,  Jeremy  B 
Nickelson,  Kenric  K 
Nickerson,  Tamettra  L 
Nico,  Takisha  L 

Niebler,  Suzanne  D 
Nieweg,  Jeanne  L 
Niolon,  Spencer  L 
Nix,  Angela  J 
Nix,  Foster  C 
Nix,  Katherine  R 
Nix,  Kyla  B 
Nixon,  Aaron  M 

Nizzo,  Lauren  E 
Noble,  Joshua  P 
Noble,  Sandra  S 
Nobles,  Jessica  B 
Noel,  Alana  R 
Noel,  Cecilia 
Noel,  DanieUe  R 
Noel,  Derrick  W 


Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 
Noel, 


Jennifer  A 
Jessica  A 
Jodie  L 
Lacey  L 
Mark  A 
Nicholas 
Royce 
Stacey  M 


Noland,  Christopher  R 
Nolen,  Willard  S 
Norbury,  Toni  N 
Norman,  Chartina  L 
Norman,  Michelle 
Normand,  Kelly  A 
Norris,  Kimberly  E 
Norris,  Robert  L 
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NorriH,  Shcllic  L 
Norton,  Krin  F 
Norton,  Ivory  H 
Norwood,  Anthony  J 
Nolo,  AnK«-l<"  M 
Nolo,  I{cl)«'<:c:a  I> 
NuK«  nt,  H«-ath  J 
Nugent,  KriMti  K 

Nugier,  Jill  K 
Nunfz,  Ilitamiir  I) 
Nun<'Z,  J<'nnif<'r  A 
Nunez,  Kern  M 
Nunez,  Seth  A 
Nunez,  Shelley  M 
Nunziante,  Gia  L 
Nunziante,  Kevin  G 

Nunziante,  Sean 
Nuraga,  Siddya  Y 
Nyce,  William  K 
O'  Neal  Jennifer 
O'  Neal  Kimberly 
O'Banion,  Jeremy  L 
O'Brien,  Alison  M 
O'Brien,  Daniel  F 

O'Brien,  Shawn  P 
O'Bryan,  Shannon  M 
O'Connor,  Brandon  P 
O'Connor,  Michael  S 
O'Dwyer,  George  L 
O'Dwyer,  Jonathan  P 
O'Gwin,  Ebony  K 
O'Loughlin,  Jamie  T 

O'Neal,  Kara  K 
O'Neal,  Matthews  S 
O'Neal,  Raelyn 
O'Neal,  Tina  M 
O'Quin,  Kristi  L 
O'Rourke,  Sarah 
Obala,  Achieng  D 
Obey,  Natasha  M 

Odom,  Jerry  W 
Oestriecher,  Clifton  A 
Oge,  Cara  D 
Oge,  Charles  S 
Ogea,  Aaron  M 
Oldenburg,  Nicholas  R 
Oliphant,  Kesha  K 
Oliva,  Byron  J 

Oliver,  Christy  L 
Oliver,  Michelle  P 
Oliver,  Richard  W 
Olivier,  Bayne  A 
Olivier,  Cheramie  C 
Olivier,  Cy  C 
Olivier,  Dane 
Olivier,  Dustin  S 


Elizabeth  A 
Jason  M 
Jonathan  D 
Justin  T 
Kim  R 
Kimberly  R 
Kristopher  S 
Kristy  R 

Latricia  L 
Leah  D 
Lorie  A 
Melanie  J 
Nicholas  L 
Olivia  G 
Patricia  A 
Samantha  J 
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Olivier, 
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Olivier, 
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Olivier, 
Olivier, 
Olivier, 
Olivier, 
Olivier, 

Olivier,  Simone  A 
Oiler,  Stephen  D 
Olney,  Troy  T 
Olson,  Samuel  P 
Olt-Crochet,  Sabine 
Oncale,  Byron  J 
Oneal,  Brady  R 
Oneal,  Christopher  B 

Onebane,  Eve  A 
Onellion,  Jamie  S 
Orantes,  Jose  F 
Ordoyne,  Amy  M 
Oreilly,  Charity  A 
Organ,  Jennifer  L 
Orgeron,  Johnny  J 
Orlando,  Noelle  C 


289 


Ormsby.  Susan  V 
Ortega.  Jana  I. 
Ortega,  Koxanne  G 
Ortego.  Brandy  C 
Ortego.  Carlie  R 
Ortego.  Christy  A 
Ortego.  Crystal  R 
Ortego.  Heather  A 

Ortego.  Katherine  L 
Ortego.  Kelli  A 
Ortemond.  Lance  D 
Orth.  N  icole  .M 
Ortis.  Thomas  M 
Or>-.  .\nianda  C 
Or>',  Caroline  C 
Osatis,  Phanuwit 

Osatis.  Yingsak 
Osberi->'.  Kunta  L 
Osborn.  Anna  L 
Osborne.  Cynthia  D 
Osborne.  Denise  M 
Osidipe.  Oluwakemi  T 
Osorio,  Christian  G 
Osorno,  Melanie  A 

Osterberg.  Lori  S 
Otillio.  Michael  D 
Oubre.  Brennan  P 
Oubre,  Dennis  C 
Oubre.  DeJuanna  M 
Oubre.  Dodi  R 
Oubre,  Kimberly  A 
Oubre,  Michelle  L 

Oubre,  Nicole  E 
Ounsamone,  Manyphone  P 
Overdyke,  William  L 
Owens,  Jamie  L 
Owens,  Keidrick  C 
Owens,  Lori 
Owens,  Priscilla  C 
Owens,  Robert  L 

Owers,  Randy  W 
Ozen,  Soner 
Ozene,  LaTonya  L 
Packard,  Melissa  N 
Paddio,  Kristi  R 
Page,  Karen  E 
Paisant,  Lanara  Y 
Paisant,  Nichelle  K 

Palao,  LaTarsha  N 
Palermo,  Kristi  M 
Palmer,  Christopher  M 
Palmer,  John  L 
Palombo,  Dustin  J 
Palombo,  John  P 
Pao,  Michael  M 
Papillion,  Aquana  A 

Parastar,  Allison  M 
Parent,  Joseph  G 
Parish,  Leslie  C 
Parish,  Matthew  S 
Parish,  Shauna  M 
Park,  Younhee 
Parker,  Chad  J 
Parker,  Christopher  J 

Parker,  Lashawn  C 
Parker,  Micah  J 
Parker,  Michael  J 
Parker,  Nikita  S 
Parker,  Tyler  M 
Parks,  LaTasha 
Parlier,  Misty  M 
Parrott,  William  H 

Pasquier,  AnneMarie 
Pasquier,  Michelle  C 
Pass,  Emily  O 
Passman,  Paula  A 
Passes,  Fabiana  M 
Passes,  Fabio  M 
Pastor,  Amy  C 
Pate,  Allison  F 

Pate,  Tanya  A 
Patel,  Tina  H 
Patel,  Ur\'i  G 
Patemostro,  Mike  J 
Paterwic,  Mariya  W 
Pathammavong,  Kongmaly 
Patin,  Al  J 
Patin,  Bradv  K 
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\/  \/  hat  type  of  person  is  involved  in 
six  different  organizations  on  campus  in  her 
senior  year  when  she's  tr5dng  to  graduate?  One 
without  much  free  time. 

Tennia  Lynn  Stevenson  is  a  twenty-year- 
old  Public  Relations  major  from  Garyville, 
Louisiana.  She  hopes  to  one  day  own  her  own 
public  relations  firm.  Until  then  she  is  keeping 
busy  at  USL. 

Stevenson  has  sacrificed  her  summers  to 
be  on  the  Student  Orientation  Staff  (SOS)  for 
the  past  three  years.  Why  would  she  do  that?  "I 
joined  SOS  to  give  other  freshmen  what  some- 
one gave  to  me,"  she  said. 

"I  was  very  nervous  when  I  came  to  USL 
for  orientation.  The  SOS  helped  to  ease  that,  and 
I  thought  it  would  be  fun  to  do.  I  have  met  some 
of  my  best  friends  through  SOS,  and  it's  a  great 
feeling  knowing  you've  helped  someone  feel 
more  comfortable  about  coming  to  USL." 
Stevenson  has  probably  helped  many  of  the  peo- 
ple reading  this  article  adjust  to  being  a  college 
student. 

USL  was  Stevenson's  first  college  choice 
after  seeing  its  beautiful  campus.  She  was  also 
inspired  by  the  friendly  atmosphere  on  our  cam- 
pus. Living  in  the  dormitories  is  convenient  for 
her  because  "whenever  I  wake  up  late,  it  doesn't 
matter  because  class  is  right  there." 

"Classes  at  USL  have  never  been  a  prob- 
lem for  me.  I've  enjoyed  most  of  them  and  most 
of  my  professors." 


Stevenson's  USL  involvement  doesn't  stop  at 
classes  and  SOS,  she's  also  a  member  of  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.,  the  Union  Program 
Council,  AmeriCorps,  PRSSA,  and  the 
Residency  committee.  She  used  to  be  a  JV 
cheerleader  at  USL  also.  So,  does  she  have  any 
free  time? 

"I  usually  don't  have  any,  but  I  do  like  to 
spend  as  much  time  as  I  can  with  my  family  and 
friends."  She  also  manages  to  squeeze  in  a  little 
reading,  pla5dng  softball,  and  shopping! 

You  would  think  Stevenson  comes  fi-om  a 
large  family,  with  such  an  outgoing  attitude,  but 
this  East  St.  John  graduate  has  only  one  one 
brother  Jason  and  her  dog  Tiny.  Her  parents  are 
Wesley  and  Elizabeth  Stevenson. 

Stevenson  sees  more  to  USL  than  fun  and 
classes.  "Continuing  to  be  a  diverse  university 
and  striving  to  make  everyone  feel  as  welcome 
as  they  have  been  will  be  our  biggest  issue  as  we 
approach  the  100-year  anniversary  of  USL.  We 
also  face  the  challenge  of  making  our  university 
the  best  it  can  be!" 

"USL  is  a  great  place  to  be  if  you're 
involved-  I  would  find  it  impossible  to  live  here 
and  not  be  involved.  I  have  truly  enjoyed  USL 
and  encourage  others  to  make  the  most  of  their 
time  here  "  .  t\ 


Story;  Kimberly  Boudreaux    Photos:  Tracy  Gardner 
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Patin.  Shaw  A 
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Patout.  Jean  E 
Patrick.  David 
Patrick.  Kassi  D 
Patterson,  Dios  A 
Patterson,  Heather  C 
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Patton,  Ketric  D 
Patzke,  Susan  M 

Paul.  Andrea  D 
Paul.  John  P 
Paul,  Nickara  C 
Pavich,  Lora  N 
Payne,  Cornelius  L 
Payne.  Jamison  N 
Payne.  Ron  C 
Payton,  Donovan  T 
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Pearce.  Charles  C 
Peatross.  Robert  F 
Pea\-y,  Tonika 
Pedone,  Joseph  A 
Peete,  Anna  D 
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Pelafigue,  Amy  J 

Pellegran,  Pamela  A 
Pellegrin,  Benjamin  H 
Pellegrin,  Claiborne  J 
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Pellerin,  Melissa  A 
Pellerin,  Roland  J 

Pelletier,  Adam  G 
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Peltier,  Angela  K 
Peltier,  Clarisse  F 
Peltier,  Joseph  E 
Peltier,  Rhett  K 
Peltier,  Sean  C 
Peltier,  Shasta  M 

Peltier,  Steven  J 
Peltier,  Tina  R 
Pendergrass,  Anne  L 
Penn,  Daniel  J 
Pennington,  James  R 
Penny,  Natalie 
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Percle,  Kimberly  S 
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Pereida,  Daniel  J 
Pereira,  Melanie  A 
Perez,  Jacob  J 
Perez,  Jeremy  B 
Perez,  Julie  M 
Perez,  Raina  A 

Periou,  Todd  M 
Perkins,  David  R 
Perkins,  Gina  T 
Perkins,  James  A 
Perkins,  Joseph  M 
Perkins,  Michelle 
Perret,  Jason  R 
Perrett,  Adele  M 

Perrett,  Brooke  A 
Perrin,  Michael  B 
Perrin,  Philip  P 
Perrodin,  Christopher  P 
Perrodin,  Jason  B 
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Perrodin,  Kelly  A 
Perrodin,  Mark  E 
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Perron,  Jacob  W 
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Perry,  ('hrin  S 
IVrry,  David  J 
I'crry,  Dodi  A 
l*«'rry,  J  a  won  J 
IVrry,  .Jenni*-  L 
IVrry,  M«'»'(;an  N 
Perry,  'I'imothy 
Persinger,  Greg  S 

Person,  Jefferey  J 
I'erhon,  Jon  I' 
Peschier,  Karrie  E 
Pete,  Trillis  I) 
Pete,  Vickie  L 
Peters,  Kristen  E 
Peters-Hamilton  Toria, 
Peterson,  David  B 

Peterson,  Kris  A 
Peterson,  Troy  J 
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Petry,  Janis  L 
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Petry,  Jonelle  M 
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Tommy  T 
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Pharis,  Steven  W 
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Pharr,  Charles  A 
Pharr,  David  S 
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Phasavath,  PhanthouraT 
Phasavath,  Xathkieng  D 
Phelan,  Kelli  C 
Phelan,  Ryan  N 
Phillips,  Charity  D 
Phillips,  David  E 
Phillips,  Denise 
Phillips,  Denise  M 

Phillips,  Jesse  C 
Phillips,  Kateesha  M 
PhiUips,  Kevin  E 
Phillips,  Marcy  L 
Phillips,  Melanie  D 
Phillips,  Paul  A 
PhiUips,  Shellie  N 
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Piasecki,  Jennifer  D 
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Picard,  Carolyn  C 
Picard,  Jeremy  L 
Picard,  Jesse  W 
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Picard.  Judd  K 
Pickard,  Cynthia  G 
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David  M 
Jamie  R 
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Pierre,  Henrietta  M 
Pierre,  LaKeisha  F 
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Pierson,  Joy  M 
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Pillette,  Jamie  R 
Pillette.  Shawna  N 
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Pilon,  Nicole  R 
Pilot.  Melinda  M 
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Pinkley.  Kim  Y 
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Pinkney.  Stephen  J 
Pinkney.  Victor  D 
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Pirnie.  Kyle  D 
Pisani.  Adam  L 

Pisani,  Alicia  K 
Pitcher.  Cortney  T 
Pitre.  Amy  D 
Pitre,  Caprisha  M 
Pitre,  Christl  N 
Pitre,  Dagan  D 
Pitre,  Donvona  J 
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Pitre,  Johathan  M 
Pitre,  Jol>iin 
Pitre,  Kory  J 
Pitre,  Leslie  A 
Pitre,  Michael  S 
Pitre,  Rachael  A 
Pitre,  Shawn  D 
Pittman,  Chanell  M 

Pittman,  Nicholas  G 
Pizzalato,  Joseph  E 
Plaisance,  Ashley  D 
Plaisance,  Desiree  E 
Plaisance,  Erin  M 
Plaisance,  Julie  L 
Plaisance,  Laurie  L 
Plater,  Partrainia  E 

Plauche,  Shasta  M 
Ploue,  Stephen 
Plowden,  Keith  W 
Plowden,  Kevin  B 
Plowden,  Shartamia  R 
Plumbar,  Danielle  M 
Plummer,  Ameglus  L 
Plunkett,  Angela 

Plunkett,  Heather  L 
Poche,  Cathleen  H 
Poche,  Denise  P 
Poche,  Jess  M 
Poche,  Shane  A 
Podhorez,  Joni  E 
Poiencot,  Lori  L 
Poirier,  Brandie  M 

Poirier,  Jacques  P 
Poirier,  Stasi  E 
Poirot,  John  J 
Poirrier,  Katherine  L 
Poisso,  Garold  R 
Polak,  Amy  L 
Polite,  Angela  M 
Polite,  Arranette  T 

Polite,  Love  D 
Polk,  James  K 
Polkey,  Amanda  M 
Pollard,  Angella  C 
Pollard,  Felene  J 
Pollard,  Janet  M 
Pollard,  Kathleen  M 
Pollock,  Amy  A 

Pollock,  Karen  E 
Polo,  Arthur  A 
Pomiechowski,  Alexander 
Ponce, de  Leon 
Ponciano,  Jose  A 
Pontiff,  Brandon  J 
Pontiff,  Cacey  C 
Pontiff,  Jamie  R 
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I'ontiff,  I,«  ah  K 
Pontiff,  Mi<  h«-ll€-  M 
Pontiff,  Naomi  I. 
Pool*-,  Urc-tt  (; 
Poole,  Jam«-s  M 
I'ool*-,  Melissa  It 
Poole,  Retain  a  Id  I) 
Foole,  Shannon  D 

Popich,  Robert  N 
Porehe,  David  H 
Porche,  Ronald  .1 
I'orter,  Kristin  I) 
I'orter,  Laquinta  I) 
Porter,  Selena  C 
Porter,  Tamieka  S 
Fortier,  LaDonna  P 

Posey,  Shaun  M 
Pothier,  Michael  D 
Potier,  Benita  A 
Potier,  Marcus  D 
Potier,  Simone  J 
Potter,  James  O 
Pouliot,  Jason  P 
Pouliot,  Tiffany  A 

Pourciau,  Andre  R 
Pourcio,  Jessalyn 
Pousson,  Candace  B 
Pousson,  Paul  T 
Powell,  Charles  J 
Powell,  Mark  H 
Powell,  Quincy  J 
Powell,  Sontina  S 

Powell,  Staci  J 
Powell,  Wesley  E 
Power,  Brian  G 
Power,  Jennifer  S 
Prade,  Stephanie  A 
Pradier,  Louis  M 
Prados,  Dian  K 
Prather,  Blaise 

Pratt,  Philip  A 
Preddy,  Bryson 
Prejean,  Blair  J 
Prejean,  Brandon  S 
Prejean,  Christopher 
Prejean,  Christopher  H 
Prejean,  Danielle  L 
Prejean,  David  M 

Prejean,  Elizabeth  D 
Prejean,  Kaye  D 
Prejean,  Molly  M 
Prejean,  Neil  D 
Prejean,  Nicole  R 
Prejean,  Victoria  E 
Prendergast,  Marlaina  L 
Prenell,  Riecharde  T 

Pressley,  William  H 
Preston,  Ashley  N 
Preston,  Rebecca  L 
Prevost,  Amy  T 
Prevost,  Jason  W 
Prewitt,  Stephen  M 
Price,  Audrey  P 
Price,  Christopher  A 


Price, 
Price, 
Price, 
Price, 
Price, 
Price, 
Price, 
Price, 


Danielle  M 
Edward  C 
Gregory  L 
Julian  A 
Rachel  L 
Robbie  J 
Robbie  K 
Sherri  L 


Price,  Susan  E 
Pride,  Roger  E 
Pride,  Shanette  M 
Primeaux,  Coty  J 
Primeaux,  Gabriel  V 
Primeaux,  Jennifer  E 
Primeaux,  Karen  D 
Primeaux,  Loretta  G 

Primeaux,  Michelle  R 
Primeaux,  Nichole  R 
Primeaux,  Ryan  J 
Primeaux,  Thad  M 
Primeaux,  Tiffany  A 
Primeaux,  Travis  C 
Primeaux,  Wendy  M 
Prince,  Benjamin  J 
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Prince.  Gina  E 
Prince,  Gregory  A 
Prine,  Clarence  J 
Prioux,  I.acy  J 
Pritchard.  HoUie  E 
Pritchard.  Shaun  M 
Pritchard,  William  F 
Pi'ivat,  Jan  (J 

Privat,  Pharaby  S 
Prosper,  Blake  A 
Provencher.  Terence  A 
Provost,  Dawn  R 
Provost,  Joseph  S 
Provost,  Laura  A 
Prudhomme,  Amy  S 
Prudhomme,  Angela  M 

Prudhomme,  Scott  M 
Prudhomme,  Vaaques  A 
Pryor,  Janice  L 
Pryor,  Jennifer  M 
Prj  or,  Wj-vette  N 
Pucheu,  Kenneth  H 
Pujol,  Christopher  S 
Punch,  Bonnie  J 

Purgahn,  Jennifer  J 
Purpera,  Frank  C 
Purpera,  Phillip  F 
P>  le,  .\my  C 
Pj'le,  Benjamin  B 
Quarles,  Shoca  N 
Quebedeaux,  Andre  P 
Quebedeaux,  Brandy  S 

Quebedeaux,  David  L 
Quebedeaux,  Heather  A 
Quebedeaux,  Kandace  R 
Quebodeaux,  Lorne  R 
Quebodeaux,  Natalie  G 
Quey,  Jennifer  C 
Quibodeaux,  Michelle  M 
Quick,  Randy 

Quinney,  Henry 
Quinones,  Michael  A 
Rabalais,  Jeremi  A 
Rabalais,  Melvin  P 
Rabalais,  Randon  J 
Rabalais,  Traci  N 
Rabalais,  Tricia  A 
Rabeaux,  Christopher  S 

Rabeaux,  Timothy  M 
Rachal,  Robert  J 
Rackett,  Gregory  P 
Raffel,  Wendy  G 
Ragas,  Ryan  P 
Raghavan,  Sanjay  O 
Ragozzino,  Angeline  E 
Rahbany,  Tyra  S 

Rainey,  Matthew  C 
Rainey,  Maurice  J 
Rajapho,  Virasack  A 
Raley,  Kenneth  S 
Ramagos,  Penny  L 
Rambin,  Jennifer  A 
Ramirez,  David  A 
Ramirez,  Jack  R 

Ramirez,  Jeffery  C 
Ramirez,  Luke  W 
Ramos,  Allan 
Ramsay,  Jude  J 
Ramsey,  Matthew  K 
Randall,  Adrienne  J 
Randall,  Patsy  A 
Randall,  Sharonda  R 

Randall,  Simone  M 
Randazzo,  Grace  C 
Rando,  Amy  E 
Rando,  Brian  D 
Rando,  Charles  N 
Randol,  Russell  P 
Rao,  S  P 

Raphiel,  Nakiesha 

Rappelet,  Case  A 
Rashad,  Tiwanda  L 
Rasmussen,  Melanie  L 
Ratcliff,  Beth  A 
Ravaglia,  Gina  M 
Rawls,  Kessler  E 
Raxsdale,  Victor  L 
Ray,  Ashley  D 
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Louisiana,  a  high  school  senior  decided  to  join 
other  students  at  USL.  The  first  time  she  visited 
USL's  beautiful  campus,  she  decided  she  loved  the 
environment.  She  chose  USL  because  it's  not 
home,  but  it's  close  enough. 

USL  gave  Nioka  Carlette  Wilson  a  very  warnl 
welcome,  and  made  the  transition  from  East  St. 
John  High  School  to  a  university  campus  an  easy 
one.  Wilson  decided  to  become  one  of  those  "wel- 
coming people"  at  USL,  and  she  joined  the  Student 
Orientation  Staff 

"I  love  working  with  and  helping  others," 
Wilson  said.  "I  want  to  make  sure  that  every  first- 
time  freshman  that  enters  USL  is  prepared  for 
their  first  semester  at  college." 

Not  only  did  Wilson  make  a  big  impact  in  the 
exciting  land  of  Orientation,  but  she  decided  to 
make  an  effort  to  help  students  already  attending 
USL.  By  serving  as  an  SGA  senator  in  the  College 
of  Business,  she  was  able  to  offer  assistance  to 
those  with  whom  she  shared  a  major.  Wilson  decid- 
ed not  to  stop  at  the  immediately  local  level.  She 
joined  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.  and  was 
selected  to  join  AmeriCorps  so  that  she  could  help 
the  entire  Lafayette  community  through  various 
volunteer  projects. 

There  comes  a  time  in  everyone's  life  when 
they  must  think  about  themselves  for  a  bit, 
though,  and  Wilson  does  have  plans  of  her  own. 

"After  graduating,  I  plan  on  going  to  graduate 
school  to  receive  my  masters  in  Business 


KA 


O 


Administration  and  to  one  day  open  my  own  busi- 


( 


ness, "  Wilson  said. 

When  Wilson  has  free  time,  she  enjoys 
"spending  time  with  family,  friends,  sorority 
sisters,  and  maybe  even  catching  up  on  some 
sleep  sometimes." 

As  an  outgoing  ,  friendly,  and  caring  per- 
son, her  favorite  aspect  of  USL  is  "the  friend- 
liness on  campus."  No  matter  how  caring  she 
may  be,  however,  or  how  busy  she  finds  herself,  she 
hasn't  failed  to  notice  the  parking  problems  on 
campus,  which  is  her  least  favorite  part  of 
attending  USL. 

The  daughter  of  James  and  Terry  Wilson, 
Nioka  is  not  the  only  member  of  her  family 
committed  to  service  and  friendliness.  Her  20- 
year-old  sister  Heather  followed  Wilson's  lead 
to  USL  and  is  also  an  Orientation  Staff  member. 
Twenty-one-year-old  Wilson  also  has  a  brother 
named  James  and  a  six  year  old  sister,  Briana. 

"Here  at  the  university,  service  and  volun- 
teerism  play  an  important  role^  in  my  life.  While 
at  USL,  I  have  enjoyed  meeting  people  and 
being  active  outside  of  the  classroom." 

Wilson's  advice  to  entering  and  currently 
enrolled  students  is  that  "Getting  involved  in  orga- 
nizations and  activities  makes  college  a  lot  easier 
and  more  fun." 

So  as  you're  walking  around  campus  next  time, 
smile  at  someone.  It  could  be  your  smile  and 
friendliness  that  infleunced  other  students  like 
Wilson  to  join  come  to  USL. 


Story:  Kimberly  Boudreaux   Photos:  Christine  Moreland 
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Ray,  Chanoll  .M 
Ray,  l.ucretia  F 
Ray.  Michelle  C 
Ray,  Nicholaus  C 
Ray,  Tara  T 
Ray.  Toi  r>  M 
Raymond,  Peter  J 
Readore.  Manuel  J 

Real.  Aimee  K 
Reason.  Ashly  .\ 
Reason.  Chadwick  P 
Reasoner.  Michelle  M 
Reaux,  Amy  K 
Reaux,  Holly  R 
Reaux.  Joshua  J 
Reaux.  Kim  A 

Reaux.  Shawn  B 
Reaux.  Troy  G 
Rebardi.  Heather  D 
Rebouche.  Jennifer  L 
Reboul.  Donald  J 
Record,  Aimee  J 
Records,  Heather  P 
Reddick,  Heather  R 

Reddoch,  Jeffrey  A 
Redmon.  Jennifer  N 
Redmond.  Amy  C 
Redmond.  Benjamin  T 
Redmond.  Brian  K 
Redmond.  Heidi  K 
Reed,  Ben 
Reed,  Benjamin  A 

Reed.  Carmelita  M 
Reed.  Casey  L 
Reed.  Christopher  P 
Reed.  David  J 
Reed,  Gregory  J 
Reed. Jason  P 
Reed,  Joshua  J 
Reed,  Kenneth  L 

Reed,  Keyre  L 
Reed,  Lakeshia  R 
Reed,  Larissa  S 
Reed,  Mitzi  D 
Reed,  Monica  L 
Reed,  Ryan  J 
Reed,  Schnicka  L 
Reed,  William  L 

Reed,  William  P 
Reeder,  Erica  R 
Rees,  Charles  A 
Reese,  Elizabeth  C 
Reeves,  Jenna  D 
Reeves,  Kelly  S 
Reeves,  Tamara  C 
Reeves,  Wynette  R 

Regan,  Christi  L 
Reggio,  Heather  M 
Regis,  Kendall  J 
Reichel,  David  A 
Reichel,  Edward  S 
Reid,  Heather  M 
Rein,  Lisa  J 
Reiser,  Jeremy  J 

Reites,  Jennifer  J 
Renard,  Kimberly  L 
Renaudin,  Daniel  B 
Rene,  Curlis  G 
Rester,  David  S 
Resweber,  Milton  G 
Rettig,  Joelle  T 
Revere,  Rachel  D 

Reviere,  Marc  A 
Reyes,  Alexandro  A 
Reyes,  Diana  C 
Reynaud,  Richard  L 
Reynolds,  Alison  F 
Reynolds,  Anthony 
Reynolds,  Robert  M 
Reynolds,  Wendy  A 

Reynolds,  Yvette  M 
Rhea,  Quinese  Z 
Rhodes,  Anne-Marie 
Rhodes,  April  D 
Rhodes,  Clinton  A 
Rhodes,  Gerald  J 
Rhodes,  Jennifer  K 
Rhodes,  Seth  T 
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Hicard,  Donna  (' 
ItitM',  |yorrain<'  (' 
lti<;h,  IJonniif  M 
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Rich,  Toby  W 
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Alison  M 
AlisHa  S 
Awhlcc  E 
Barrett  R 
Hfc  ky  A 
Urad  I) 
Hrandi  I. 
Brian  ]' 

Brock  J 
Chad  A 
Charles  R 
('hrista  J 
(.'hristian  J 
Clothilde  A 
Coby  J 
Daryn  J 

Dawn  E 
Deidra  A 
Duane  J 
Dustin  R 
Gregory  L 
Gregory  P 
Jacque  P 
James  L 

Jennifer  A 
Jennifer  R 
Jodi  L 
John  R 
Kelly  B 
Kendrick  M 
Keneshia  N 
Kenneth  J 

Kentry  J 
Kerrie  F 
Kristan  L 
Leah  C 
Lonnie  D 
Marie  L 
Marie  M 
Melissa  J 

Michelle  E 
Monique  L 
Nicholas  J 
Nicole  R 
Rachelle  R 
Regina  K 
Renee  A 
Robert  L 

Rory  J 
Ryan  S 
Schana  K 
Scott  A 
Scotty  R 
Shannon  J 
Shawn  H 
Stephen  P 


Richard,  Tavia  C 
Richard,  Ted  L 
Richard,  Ted  N 
Richardelle,  Darryl  C 
Richards,  Bradley  T 
Richards,  Kawyki  T 
Richardson,  Alan  M 
Richardson,  Jasmine  F 

Richardson,  Katy  G 
Richardson,  Natalie  L 
Richaud,  Jaime  L 
Richert,  Elizabeth  M 
Richert,  Nicholas  C 
Richoux,  Clinton  J 
Richter,  Courtney  P 
Ricks,  James  J 

Ricks,  Ronald  D 
Rideau,  Aracheal  F 
Rideau,  John  L 
Rideau,  Keshia  L 
Rideau,  Shenada  M 
Rideaux,  Leslie  L 
Ridgley,  Renee  T 
Ridley,  Brian  D 
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Rieck.  William  A 
Riodl.  Melanie  L 
Rigaiid,  Lindsey  E 
Riggins,  Delisa  .J 
Riggins,  Dicardo  T 
Riggins,  Teronna  M 
Riggs,  Lisa  R 
Riley.  Ai  a  T 

Riley,  ChiquandraC 
Riley,  Faye  D 
Riley,  Keondra  K 
Riley,  Tinaysha  M 
Rinberger,  Michael  D 
Riner,  Joshua  L 
Ringo,  David  A 
Ringuet,  Ryan  C 

Riser,  Charlie  R 
Risher,  Suzanne  M 
Rissky,  Jeffrey  A 
Ritchey,  Cliff  A 
Ritchie,  Brandy  D 
Ritchie,  Matthew  P 
Ritter,  Ervin  L 
Ritter,  Jennifer  C 

Rivera.  Amanda  C 
Rivera,  Francisco  J 
Rivera,  Maribeth 
Rivera,  Ruth  E 
Rivet,  Jeffrey  P 
Rivette,  Bryant  A 
Rivette,  David  J 
Rizzo,  Kevin  P 

Roach,  Percy  T 
Roan,  Jeremy  M 
Robb,  James  W 
Robbins,  Jamar  T 
Robbins,  Ryan  L 
Roberie,  Toby  L 
Roberson.  La'Kesha  C 
Roberson,  Reginald  S 

Roberson,  Stephen  C 
Robert,  James  A 
Robert,  Kawonna  F 
Robert,  Merry  A 
Robert,  Michelle  M 
Roberthon,  Amy  L 
Roberthon,  Mark  A 
Roberthon,  Renee  M 
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Roberts,  Valerie  A 
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Robertson.  Jacinda  A 
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Robichaux, 
Robichaux, 
Robichaux, 
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Jennifer  R 
Lawrence  Q 
Levi  L 
Nicole  W 
Patricia  L 
Rebecca  A 
Tanginica  S 
Tasha  J 

Tory  T 
Brady  P 
Gregory  P 
Heather  A 
Jessica  A 
Patrice  A 
Ron  D 
Stacie  M 


Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 
Robicheaux, 


Amanda  A 
Anthony  S 
Hascal  A 
Jason  S 
Kyle  L 
Maria  L 
Nicole  L 
SaUy  J 
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Robison,  Cason  R 
Robison,  Wess  A 
Robling,  Kevin  G 
Robson,  Doug  A 
Roby,  Amanda  M 
Rocha,  Stephen  D 
Roche,  James  W 
Roche,  Joseph  C 

Roche,  Monique  A 
Roche,  Tiffany 
Rochon,  August  F 
Rochon,  Paul  J 
Rockette,  Shanta  E 
Rockvoan,  Angel  A 
Rockweiler,  Jennifer  L 
Rockweiler,  John  S 

Rodgers,  Chris  L 
Rodgers,  Eric  R 
Rodgers,  Kimberly  M 
Rodgers,  Sonja  K 
Rodgers,  Valerie  A 
Rodgers,  Vandralyn  S 
Rodrigue,  Andre  G 
Rodrigue,  Heidi  E 

Rodrigue,  Janna  L 
Rodrigue,  Laney  M 
Rodrigue,  Ryan  P 
Rodriguez,  Gabriel  R 
Rodriguez,  Luis  A 
Rodriguez,  Mary  H 
Rodriguez,  Roddie  L 
Roger,  Elizabeth  K 

Rogers,  Baron  D 
Rogers,  Brandy  L 
Rogers,  Celeste  A 
Rogers,  Erin  R 
Rogers,  Idi  A 
Rogers,  Jeanne  L 
Rogers,  Jennifer  D 
Rogers,  Stacy  L 

Roghair,  Christopher  M 
Rohm,  Jamie  P 
Rohrbach,  Matthew  A 
Roland,  Christopher  J 
Rollins,  Jamie  S 
Roman,  Stephanie  M 
Romar,  Chad  C 
Rome,  Alycia  M 
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Alicia  F 
Amy  D 
Angela  B 
Anita  L 
April  E 
Beth  E 
Blake  J 
Brandi  L 
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Komero,  Brandon  J 
Romero.  Chauna  L 
Ron>t>ro,  Cody  L 
Romero.  Danielle  M 
Romero.  Dawn  R 
Romero.  Donna  iVI 
Romero.  Doug  A 
Romero,  Harris  J 

Romero.  Heath  R 
Romero.  Heidi  M 
Romero.  Jadie  L 
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Marcus  J 
Mathew  H 
Melanie  E 
Melanie  R 
Patrice  K 
Rachel  A 
Raymond  J 
Russ  W 

Ryan  C 
Ryan  J 
Ryan  N 
Shannon  L 
Shantel  R 
Shantell  M 
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Id  age"  convinced  Chinatsu 
Miyauchi  to  attend  a  university  in  the  United 
States. 

After  spending  a  year  stud5dng  English  at  LSU, 
the  23-year-old  freshman  transferred  to  USL  to 
major  in  dietetics. 

Miyauchi  is  from  Kanagawa,  Japan.  She  want- 
ed to  travel  to  Louisiana  because  a  college  educa- 
tion is  cheaper  here  than  in  Japan  and  because  of 
her  advanced  years.  "If  I  had  enterd  a  university  in 
Japan,  I  would  have  felt  uncomfortable  because, 
they  care  about  age.  They  care  about  age  a  lot. 
Everyone  in  Japan  goes  to  a  university  as  soon  as 
they  graduate  (from  high  school),"  Miyauchi  said. 

Just  getting  into  a  university  in  Japan  is  a  dif- 
ficult process.  Students  frequently  have  to  spend 
one  year  or  more  taking  math,  history,  and 
Japanese  courses  in  order  to  prepare  for  university 
classes,  she  said.  The  cost  can  exceed  $10,000  per 
year. 

A  cheerful  student,  Miyauchi  was  prag- 
matic about  going  to  school  and  Avanted  more  time 
to  prepare  herself  mentally  and  financially  for  the 
rigors  of  academic  life. 

''T  didn't  want  to  go  to  a  Japanese  university  at 
•hp  time.  1  felt  that  everyone  played  after  they 
i'.nter  the  unn'prsity.  They  didn't  study,  they  got 
everything  from  the  university.  I  felt  I  wanted  to 
io  ;-!omething  new  I  didn't  want  to  lose  mv  money." 
Mivauchi  said. 


Instead,  she  went  to  Tokyo  and  found  a  job 
working  for  a  transportation  company.  She  typed 
and  helped  the  boss  in  her  position  as  an  office 
assistant. 

Then,  Miyauchi  decided  to  go  to  Baton  Rouge 
and  learn  English.  The  reason  she  chose 
Louisiana,  "because  it's  cheap,  I  mean  reasonable," 
she  said  laughing.  But,  that  wasn't  the  only  lure 
that  attracted  her  here. 

"The  music,  like  jazz  music  and  blues  music — I 
like  it,"  she  said.  Miyauchi  knew  exactly  where  to 
go  to  hear  the  best  of  both  types  of  music.  "I  want- 
ed to  see  New  Orleans,"  she  said. 

Her  parents  weren't  thrilled  with  the  idea  of 
their  daughter  coming  to  America  to  attend  school. 
"They  wanted  me  to  stay  in  Japan.  But,  I  decided 
I  want  to  (attend  school  here),"  Miyauchi 
explained. 

She  chose  dietetics  as  her  discipline  because, 
"it's  helpful  for  people."  She  stops  to  consider  her 
answer  "And  I  like  food,"  she  says  erupting  into 
laughter  again. 

Asked  if  she  enjoys  Cajun  food,  she  said,  "I  love 
it."  But,  there  is  one  delicacy  here  that  she  isn't 
sure  about — crawfish.  "I  tried  it,  it's  nice.  But 
crawfish,  it's  a  pet  in  Japan." 

Miyauchi  said  she  would  like  to  stay  in 
F^ouisiana  after  she  graduates  and  try  and  find  a 
job.  Maybe,  she  can  raise  a  few  crawfish  as  pets  in 
her  spare  time 


Story  and  Photos:  David  Gillis 
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JL  JL  terrific  sense  of  humor  is  a  necessity  for 
chemical  engineering  students — along  with  a  father 
who  is  a  chemist  with  two  Ph.D.s  and  a  mother  who 
is  an  English  teacher  And  a  healthy  I.Q.  doesn't  hurt 
either 

At  least  that's  the  formula  that  is  helping  Jenny 
E.  Garcia  make  it  in  a  very  difficult  discipline  at  USL. 
Along  with  a  chemical  engineering  major,  her  minor 
is  chemistry.  "I  like  chemistry,  physics  and  math.  I 
don't  know  how  to  explgdn  that.  I  like  it,"  said  the  19- 
year-old  native  of  Caracas,  Venezuela. 

Her  sense  of  humor  is  irrepressible.  Jenny  laughs 
at  everything:  you,  me,  school,  life — everything.  She 
really  enjoys  life,  and  you  can't  be  around  her  for 
more  than  two  seconds,  without  her  proving  it. 

Why  did  she  choose  USL?  "It's  cheaper,  but  not 
anymore."  Ok,  that's  one  thing  that  definitely  doesn't 
amuse  her.  But,  how  did  she  even  hear  about  USL  in 
Caracas?  I  had  two  cousins  going  to  USL.  They  told 
me  about  it,"  she  said  smiling. 

Jenny  said  that  she  is  getting  a  good  education, 
but  the  price  increases  infuriate  her  "Yes,  but  it's  too 
expensive.  It's  a  good  education,  but  it  doesn't  have  to 
be  that  expensive,"  she  said.  International  students 
pay  almost  four  times  what  in-state  students  are 
charged  per  semester.  "It's  not  fair,  and  they  are  going 
to  raise  the  tuition  to  $4,000  next  semester,"  she  said. 

But,  she  does  find  the  people  and  way  of  life  in 
southern  Louisiana  amusing.  "They  are  friendly  and 
spicy,"  she  said  with  a  laugh. 

Her  graduation  will  take  place  in  1999,  and  she 
has  plans  for  her  future.  "Get  a  master's,  go  to  gradu- 
ate school."  Where?  "I  don't  know  yet.  I'll  think  about 
that  in  two  years,"  she  said  with  another  laugh.  After 
that  ,she  intends  to  get  a  job,  but  where  is  up  in  the 
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"Anywhere  in  the  world,"  Jenny  explained. 

Although  the  location  of  her  fiiture  employment 
is  vague,  she  is  very  specific  about  what  she  would 
like  to  do.  "I  want  to  make  artificial  hearts  and  kid- 
neys, artificial  organs.  To  save  peoples  lives,"  Jenny 
said. 

Her  lifestyle  in  the  futvire  will  improve  dra-  J 
matically  no  doubt,  but  right  now,  she  lives  very  W 
simply  in  a  small,  one-bedroom  apartment  near  I 
the  campus.  She  says  that  she  enjoys  living  M 
alone,  "because  I  can  study  better  I  don't  have  ■l 
to  tell  people  to  be  quiet. 

In  the  rare  moments  when  she  isn't  study- 
ing,  Garcia  likes  to  kick  back.   "Drink  beer,  HH 
watch  movies,  learn  ItaliEin,  cook,  call  fidends,  ^H/L 
watch  the  Discovery  Channel.  I  used  to  like  to  ^ 
play  with  my  computer.  But,  someone  stole  my 
computer,  printer  and  television,"  Jenny  said 
of  a  bre£Lk-in  that  occurred  while  she  was 
home  for  the  summer  holidays.  J^^^ 

Now  she  listens  to  the  radio.  Her  tastes  ^^^pB 
run  fi-om  classical  music,  Jazz,  Caribbean  ^^^^ 
music,  "something  you  can  move  (to).  And,  of  Bit^> 
course,  some  rock.  All  kinds  of  music,"  she  ^^"^ 
said  laughing.  ^HlH 

Jenny  said  she  only  has  one  hobby,  Tae- 
Kwon-Do.  She  took  up  the  discipline  at  USL,  in  her 
P.E.  classes.  She  currently  holds  a  green  belt  but  is 
continuing  to  gain  the  knowledge  and  skill  that  wiU 
one  day  earn  her  a  black  belt.  She  took  it  up,  "because 
living  by  myself  I  need  to  protect  myself,"  she 
explained. 

Garcia  is  becoming  a  true  renaissance  woman, 
skilled  in  chemical  engineering,  the  arts,  music,  and 
one  day  she  will  have  a  black  belt  in  Tae-Kwon-Do, 
and  she  will  always  have  that  terrific  sense  of  humor. 


Story  and  Photos:  David  Gillis 
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-M.  JL  finance  major,  Matt  Trevino, 
has  a  plan  for  the  future  that  does  not  exactly 
involve  business.  Trevino  hopes  to  become  a 
professional  golfer.  And  by  playing  no  less  than 
two  hours  a  day,  Trevino  works  to  his  fullest  to 
improve  his  game. 

Since  he  was  about  eight  years  old, 
Trevino  has  played  golf  His  father  introduced 
him  to  this  sport,  and  immediately,  Trevino 
became  addicted.  Now  Trevino  spends  all  of  his 
time  playing  and  says  that  he  really  enjoys  it 
because  it  is  a  game  that  can  be  played  individ- 
ually. So  it  isn't  as  though  Trevino  always  has 
to  worry  about  having  a  partner.  When  he  feels 
like  going  on  the  course,  that  is  exactly  what  he 
does.  And  because  it  is  a  year-round  sport,  he  is 
able  to  play  constantly  for  tournaments. 

The  tournaments  are  usually  not  local,  so 
Trevino  travels  a  lot.  He  says  that  he  enjoys 
traveling  though  since  he  doesn't  like  to  stay  in 
the  same  place  for  very  long.  "I  feel  that  I  am 
more  well  rounded  because  I  have  had  the 
opportunities  to  play  out  of  the  country." 

Trevino  has  several  impressive  golf 
accomplishments.  He  has  managed  to  set  a 
course  record  at  Le  Triomphe,  finish  second  at 
NCAA  regionals  (which  is  the  second  time  in 
school  history),  and  has  won  Louisiana  State 
and  first  place  in  the  Sun  Belt  Conference. 
Trevino  has  also  played  on  a  national  level. 


Trevino  and  his  team  have  kept  them- 
selves busy  during  and  after  the  school  year. 
There  are  ten  to  eleven  guys  on  the  team,  and 
they  are  coached  by  Bob  Bass.  Despite  his 
experience,  Trevino  still  finds  himself  getting 
nervous  before  a  tournament.  "I  think  it's  a 
good  thing  to  be  nervous  because  it  means  that 
you  care."  There  are  usually  15  teams  at  a 
tournament,  so  the  competition  is  very  hot.  I 
Competition  is  what  it's  all  about  and  I  really 
enjoy  it!" 

Trevino's  parents  have  been  very  sup- 
portive of  him.  They  are  planning  to  attend  all 
of  his  games.  Trevino  has  a  younger  sister  who 
teaches  in  Trevino's  home  town  of  San  Antonio. 
"My  sister  and  I  are  not  at  all  alike.  While  she 
likes  staying  in  one  place,  I  am  always  on  the 
go."  This  summer  Trevino  proves  this  by  trav-  ^ 
eling  the  entire  time. 

The  22-year-old  golfer  hopes  to  be  able  to 
play  on  television  in  the  future.  To  play  for  the 
professional  tours  will  be  a  five  to  six  hour 
process.  Trevino  hopes  that  his  game  will 
mature.  And  even  if  his  game  doesn't  improve, 
he  has  already  had  so  many  successes  and  has 
learned  a  lot.  He  plans  to  leave  his  options 
open. 

Trevino  hopes  to  achieve  even  more  in  the 
golf  profession  and  continues  to  practice  his 
game.  So  be  on  the  lookout  for  Trevino  at  Oak 
Borne  or  possibly  even  on  television  in  the  near 
future.  <^ 
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Story;  Jennifer  Grimmett   Photos:  contributed  by  Matt  Trevino 


Tate.  Nicole  P 
Tale,  RachacI  A 
Taimun.  Edw  anl  A 
Tatman,  Nancy  L 
Tatman,  Shannon  S 
Talum,  D;iniclle  M 
Tauriac.  Sinionc  M 
Tau/in.  Amy  L 

Tau/in,  Jamie  N 
Tau/in.  Nicole  M 
Taylor,  .\le\is  D 
Taylor.  Allison  R 
Tay  lor.  .Amy  .A 
Taylor,  .\ngelia  .A 
Taylor.  .Anlonita  M 
Taylor,  Ashley  M 

Taylor.  Brad  P 
Taylor.  Bridgclie  R 
Taylor.  Bry  am  C 
Taylor,  Camemn  I 
Taylor.  Carl  B 
Taylor.  Clarence  J 
Taylor.  Clyde  J 
Taylor.  Crystal  L 

Taylor,  Dana  N 
Taylor,  Dell  M 
Taylor,  Erik  D 
Taylor.  Eunice  A 
Taylor.  Jaimie  A 
Taylor,  Janice 
Taylor.  Jennifer  M 
Taylor.  Krislie  A 


Taylor. 
Taylor. 
Taylor. 
Taylor, 
Taylor. 
Taylor. 
Taylor. 
Tavlor. 


Kristin  A 
Laura  M 
Lori  S 
Nancy  E 
Nalaka  C 
Qiana  S 
Romie  L 
Ryan  D 


Taylor,  Wyndi  L 
Tchakarou.  Jivodar  B 
Teague,  Slefan  A 
Tegeder,  Daniel  R 
Templet.  Eric  P 
Templet.  Joseph  C 
Templet,  Mary-Alice 
Tenney,  Ashley  E 

Teno,  Mellany  W 
Teoh,  Frances  S 
Terns,  Tammy  M 
Terrell,  Brian  D 
Terrell,  Misty  L 
Terrell.  Willie  J 
Terry.  Brandon  J 
Terry.  Joni  L 

Terry,  LeKeshia  N 
Terry.  Melissa  G 
Tewelde.  Asmerel  E 
Tezeno,  Kimberiy  R 
Thakur.  Vipul  A 
Thaler.  Patricia  E 
Thanakone,  Seng 
Thatcher,  Carrie  E 

Thayer,  Jessica  L 
Theall,  Cassle  A 
Theard,  Clayton  B 
Theard,  Tashanta  M 
Thcaux,  Gretchcn 
Theaux,  Jamie  C 
Theaux,  Nicole  D 
Thcriot,  Angie  E 

Theriot,  Ann  E 
Theriot,  Cory  D 
Theriot,  Curtis  T 
Theriot,  Dominique  O 
Theriot.  Garland  J 
Theriot.  Jean  P 
Theriot,  Jeremy  J 
Theriot,  Jessica  D 

Theriot,  Jessica  S 
Theriot,  Jill  E 
Theriot,  Laura  M 
Theriot,  Leah  M 
Theriot,  Michelle  M 
Theriot,  Mitzie  A 
Theriot,  Nicholas  W 
Theriot,  Pierre  E 


I 


t 


I 

s    A  f .  £  ^ 


41 


1 3*      f  • 


t 


Ik  ^ 


•1 


Ml 


1^ 


Thcriol,  Samanlha  M 
Thcriol,  Troy  M 
I'hcriol,  William  J 
I  hcunisscn.  Holly  D 
Thcuniiiscn,  Shant  J 
'I  hcvcnoi.  Carrie  T 
Thevis.  Daria  K 
Thcvis,  Kiinbcrly  N 

Thevis.  Trudy  L 
Thcvis,  Valeric  J 
Thihcaux.  Brian  K 
Thibcaux,  Hunter  A 
'ITiihcaux,  Melissa  A 
'Hiiheaux,  Natasha  T 
Thibcaux.  Omar  J 
Thibcaux,  Tyronne  J 


Thibodaux. 
Thibodaux. 
Thibodaux. 
Thihodcaux 
Thihodcaux 
Thihodcaux 
Thihodcaux 
Thihodcaux 


Casey  B 

Jared  W 

Kelly  A 
Abbic  R 
Amanda  K 
Amanda  V 
Amber  L 

.  Angel  M 


Thihodcaux.  Ashley  N 
Thihodcaux.  Brad  J 
Thihodcaux.  Brad  J 
Thihodcaux.  Brandic  L 
Thihodcaux.  Brandy  L 
Thihodcaux,  Cheryl  J 
Thihodcaux,  Ellen  E 
Thihodcaux,  Ericka  N 

Thihodcaux.  Garrett  W 
Thihodcaux.  Glenn  J 
Thihodcaux.  Jan  A 
Thihodcaux.  Jason  L 
Thihodcaux.  Jesse  L 
Thihodcaux.  Joni  .S 
Thihodcaux.  Katie  A 
Thihodcaux.  Kizzy  J 

Thihodcaux.  Kristie  L 
Thihodcaux.  Kristie  L 
Thihodcaux.  Lance  A 
Thihodcaux.  Lance  C 
Thihodcaux.  Lori  M 
Thihodcaux.  Marcy  N 
Thihodcaux.  Mary  J 
Thihodcaux.  Melinda  K 

Thihodcaux.  Michael  J 
Thihodcaux.  Mindy  M 
Thihodcaux.  Misty  R 
Thihodcaux.  Paula  M 
Thihodcaux.  Randolph  O 
Thihodcaux.  Ryan  S 
Thihodcaux.  Sean  M 
Thibodeaux,  Shawn  D 

Thibodeaux,  Stacy  L 
Thibodeaux,  Stephanie  G 
Thibodeaux.  Steven  P 
Thibodeaux.  Sunnylyn 
Thibodeaux.  Tara  A 
Thibodeaux.  Tekcar  L 
Thibodeaux.  Toric  S 
Thibodeaux.  Traci  A 

Thibodeaux.  Travis  S 
Thibodeaux.  Ulysscus  P 
Thiel.  Stephen  D 
Thick,  Shannon  A 
Thierry,  Ahner 
Thierry,  Jude  W 
Thierry,  Leslie  T 
Thies.  Brandy  H 

Thieu.  Le  N 
Thimmesch.  Tara  E 
ThistlethwaiteCarrie.  E 
Thomas.  Akeshia  K 
Thomas,  Angel  B 
Thomas.  Angela  B 
Thomas,  Ben  E 
Thomas,  Charise  R 

Thomas,  Chrystal  L 
Thomas,  Coby  B 
Thomas.  Courtland  C 
Thomas.  D'Juanus 
Thomas.  Daniel  D 
Thomas,  Dura  L 
Thomas,  Eileen  M 
Thomas,  Ermaine  T 


Thomas,  Fcianna  T 
Thomas.  Felicia 
Thomas.  Isaac  C 
Thomas.  James  D 
Thomas.  Jamie  L 
Thomas.  Jennifer  L 
Thomas.  Jessica  L 
Thomas,  Jonathan  C 


Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 
Thomas. 


Kamell  J 
Kurk  E 
LaQuala  A 
Lorraine  A 
Marco  M 
Margo  M 
M;irietla 
Mar\-  E 


Thomas.  Ra\  en  A 
Thomxs.  Reginald  B 
Thomas.  Sarah  E 
Thomas.  Shaney  L 
Thoma-s.  Tammi  J 
Thomas.  Toya  C 
Thomas.  Tremaine  M 
Thomas,  Tricia  A 

Thomas.  Troy  E 
Thomas.  Tyrhonda  L 
Thomas.  Yolanda  M 
Thomas.  Yolanda  .S 
Thomassee.  Angie  E 
Thomassee.  D\va_\  ne  A 
Thomassee.  Kellie 
Thomassie.  Trac\  C 

Thompson.  Amanda  R 
Thompson.  Amy  S 
Thompson.  James  C 
Thompson.  Jonathan  P 
Thompson.  Kelly  D 
Thompson.  LaTan\  a  R 
Thompson.  Quinia  L 
Thompson.  Taraven  R 

Thompson.  Torri  D 
Thompson.  Toya  L 
Thomson.  George  M 
Thomhill.  Natalie  M 
Thorpe.  Heriot  L 
Thrasher.  ChristopheC 
Thum.  .Melvin 
Tibbies.  Sheri  A 

Tilbury,  Chad  M 
Tillie.  Julia  C 
Tdlman.  Queenat  K 
Tilmon,  Paul  B 
Tinney.  Alison  M 
Tinnin.  Beau  .M 
Titus.  Charles  D 
Todd.  Vdaius  K 

Tolbert.  Trinina  L 
Tolds.  .Samanlha  S 
Tomic.  Mirjana  .S 
Tomlin.  Elizabeth  A 
Tomlin.  Margaret  H 
Tomlinson.  Kaya  M 
Toncrey.  Angela  M 
Tonglet,  Jason  M 

Topham,  Drew  C 
Topping.  Jeffery  L 
Torres,  Chase  K 
Torres.  Jean  C 
Torres.  Omayra 
Tortorich.  Heather  K 
Touchet.  Brandon  C 
Touchet.  Chance  M 

Touchet.  Channtina  M 
Touchet.  Nicholas  J 
Touchet.  Nissa  J 
Touchet,  Roy  G 
Touchet.  Shawn  D 
Touchet,  Tanya  R 
Touchet,  Theresa  A 
Touchet.  Traci  K 

Touchette.  Casey  M 
Touchetle.  Scotty  M 
Toups.  Amanda  T 
Toups.  Amy  A 
Toups.  Angelle  J 
Toups.  Jeanne 
Toups.  Karl  E 
Toups.  Kellie  R 
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ToupK,  Pamela  B 
Tourney,  Nathan  R 
louninau.  Mylord  K 
Towery,  ( 'hrislophcM 
Towner.  Shi  N 
lownsend.  Trudy  M 
Toyc,  Terry  N 
Irabeaux. Jeannine  M 

Iraty.  AMison  H 
I  racy,  Marcclla  11 
Irahan,  Adam  K 
I  rahan.  Amanda  K 
I  rahan,  Anne  M 
Irahan.  Ashley  E 
Irahan.  Ashley  M 
Irahan.  Barry  M 

Trahan.  Belh  li 
Trahan.  Brandon  C 
Trahan.  Brandy  T 
Trahan.  Briitany  R 
Trahan.  C  aria  M 
Trahan.  Chad  R 
Trahan.  Christine  A 
Trahan,  Christine  M 

Trahan.  Christy  M 
Trahan.  Colleen  E 
Trahan.  Courtney  R 
Trahan.  Damon  A 
Trahan.  Darren  W 
Trahan.  David  A 
Trahan.  Devon  M 
Trahan.  Donald  E 

Trahan.  Dustin  K 
Trahan.  Erika  L 
Trahan.  Gabriel  C 
Trahan.  Hallie  L 
Trahan.  Holli  L 
Trahan. Jacalyn  S 
Trahan.  James  C 
Trahan.  Jeremy  P 

Trahan.  Jessica  L 
Trahan,  Jill 
Trahan.  John  T 
Trahan, Joshua  I 
Trahan,  Katie  A 
Trahan,  Katrina  A 
Trahan,  Kayla  R 
Trahan,  Koby  P 

Trahan,  L  D 
Trahan,  Lindsey  E 
Trahan,  Lorinda  B 
Trahan,  Mary  K 
Trahan,  Matthew  J 
Trahan,  Nancy  J 
Trahan,  Nichole  D 
Trahan,  Rene  G 

Trahan,  Robert  L 
Trahan,  Scotty  J 
Trahan,  Shirley  S 
Trahan,  Simone  M 
Trahan,  Stacie  L 
Trahan.  Teflan  A 
Trahan.  Tobin  J 
Trahan.  Tracy  L 

Trahan,  Trenace  A 
Trahan,  Ty  A 
Trahan,  William  G 
Trail,  Tammara  O 
Trainer,  Amanda  L 
Trainer.  Erica  J 
Trammel,  Christy  N 
Tran,  Brenda  K 

Tran,  Ha  R 
Tran,  Huyen  H 
Tran,  Jimmy  H 
Tran,  Kimloan  T 
Tran,  Lan  K 
Tran,  Phuong  L 
Tran,  Phuong  M 
Tran,  Thanh  D 

Tran,  Trung  V 
Tran,  Xung  T 
Trant,  Misty  L 
Trantham,  Harold  E 
Traugott,  Darrell  S 
Traugotl,  Tania  L 
Travasos.  Hilary  A 
Traxler,  Joshua  A 


Traylor.  Damyon  K 
Tregle.  Thomas  J 
Trenl.  JunK's 
Trepagnicr,  Sidney  M 
Trctl.  Amy  T 
Trcvino,  Maithcw  D 
Tribe.  Chad  D 
Triche.  Eli/abelh  A 

Triche.  Nii.x>le  M 
Trigg,  Ashunla  L 
Trim.  Corey  D 
Trimble.  Eric  J 
Trinh.  Hoa 
Trinh.  Khanh 
Trinh,  My  T 
Triola.  Casey  M 

Trochessel,  Jean  A 
Treisclair,  Kimbcrly  M 
Trotter.  Beau  E 
Taiuard.  Justin  D 
Taiuille.  Brett  A 
Taixclair,  Michael  T 
Troxclair,  Toni  L 
Truax,  Royd  H 

True,  Jade  E 
Truill.  Michelle  L 
Trujillo.  Melanie  R 
Trujillo.  Rebecca  L 
Trumps.  Jarrod  P 
Truxillo.  Andrew  J 
Truxillo.  Hay  w  ood  A 
Tsega.  Agegnehu 

Tu.  Khanh  M 
Tucker.  Juanila  A 
Tucker.  Lekesha  S 
TuUier.  Amber  D 
Tumblin.  Shigeko  Q 
Tuminello,  Graeme  R 
Turner.  Courtney 
Turner.  Daphne  A 

Turner.  Jamila  S 
Turner.  Kalherine  E 
Turner.  Lonnic  P 
Turner.  Michele  L 
Turner.  .Myron  T 
Turner.  Neacy  K 
Turner.  Rebecca  L 
Turner.  Richard  K 

Turner.  Robert  M 
Turner.  Ryan  P 
Turner.  Steven  J 
Turner.  Sullivan 
Turner.  Vicki  L 
Turner.  Yolonda  A 
Tumley.  Bart  D 
Tumley.  Carl  A 

Tumley.  Kimberly  T 
Turpeau.  Shannon  M 
Tuten.  Elizabeth  A 
Tutt.  Kenya  N 
Twiner.  Jackie  L 
Tyler.  Chevelon  D 
Tyler.  Eleanor  S 
Tyler.  Jamaah  L 

Tyler.  Mary  M 
Tyler.  Michael  D 
Tyler.  Sharon  L 
Tyler.  Timothy  T 
Tylock.  Lacy  L 
Tyson.  Jivonna  L 
Tyson.  Ralph  E 
Unbehagen.  Marsha  G 

Underwood.  ChristopheC 
Underwood.  Kirk  A 
Underwood.  Laura  A 
Upton.  Annette  M 
Upton.  Kourtnie  C 
Usher.  Henry  C 
Usie,  Krystal  D 
Usie,  Nicholas 

Ussery,  Jill  R 
Ussin,  Aprilanna  L 
Vaccaro.  Rachael  S 
Valdetcro.  Erika  D 
Valdetero.  Shane  A 
Valdez.  Wendell  L 
Valladares.  Juan  .M 
Vallair.  Omecia  D 
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JL  he  word  involvement  best  describes 
Danielle  M.  Scott.  A  20-year-old  junior  majoring 
in  English  education,  Scott  enjoys  singing,  church 
activities,  writing,  and  traveling.  Her  favorite  food 
is  "anj^hing  Mexican,  and  I  love  the  music  group 
Boys  II  Men." 

Scott  is  involved  in  the  Student 
Government  Association,  and  the  USL  Ministry 
Association.  In  SGA,  she  is  a  part  of  the  Transit 
and  Parking  committee,  the  Lyceum  committee, 
and  the  Food  Service  committee.  She  is  also  a  rep- 
resentative on  the  UPC. 

"I  love  SGA,"  Scott  said.  "In  this  organiza- 
tion, we  all  stick  together  and  do  things  as  a 
group."  Scott  is  also  a  member  of  USL's  Gospel 
Choir  and  is  Vice-President  of  the  organization. 

And  she  enjoys  the  activities  that  the  Watch 
Care  Association  does.  "I  am  a  member  of  the 
Campus  Ministry  group.  In  that  group  we  try  to 
gain  souls  for  Christ.  Just  because  a  student 
moves  out  of  their  parents  home  does  not  mean 
they  have  to  stop  going  to  church.  It  is  still  very 
important  for  individuals  to  attend  church  regu- 
larly and  to  follow  God's  teachings.  Religion  is 
very  important  in  my  life.  I  have  let  religion 
become  a  very  important  part  of  my  life.  I  have 
became  a  better  person  due  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Progressive  Member  Church  here  in  Lafayette." 

Scott  has  made  a  connection  between  music 
and  religion.  "The  fondest  memory  I  have  experi- 
enced with  this  church  was  the  National  Baptist 
Student  Choir  retreat.  It's  a  fun  experience;  we 
got  to  meet  other  college  students  from  around 
the  country,"  said  Scott.  She  was  also  involved 
with  band  in  high  school.  "I  participated  in  the 


band  and  was  percussion  section  leader  for  two 
years.  I  was  also  a  member  of  the  Future  Teachers 
Committee.  I  always  new  I  wanted  to  be  a 
teacher,"  she  said. 

"I  would  advise  any  incoming  Freshmen  to 
get  involved  in  the  university  activities.  It  will 
help  you  learn  the  university,  its  policies  and  you  I 
get  to  meet  new  people  every  day,"  commented  ' 
Scott. 

With  ever5^hing  that  she  is  involved  in 
Scott  still  finds  time  to  travel.  She  has  been  to 
Europe,  New  Jersey,  Florida,  New  York  City, 
Houston,  Dallas,  Washington  D.C.,  North 
Carolina,  and  South  Carolina.  "I  have  traveled  all 
over  the  United  States,  and  I  plan  to  see  it  all 
someday"  said  Scott.  Also  in  her  fiiture  plans  is 
teaching  in  her  hometown  of  New  Orleans.  "After 
I  graduate,  I  would  like  to  teach  and  go  to  night 
school  and  pursue  my  master's  degree.  After  that, 
I  would  like  to  earn  my  Ph.D. 

In  terms  of  her  education,  Scott  gives  cred- 
it to  her  parents.  "I  would  have  never  accom- 
plished this  without  the  help  and  support  of  my 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford  Scott,"  she  said.  "I 
would  especially  like  to  recognize  my  dad.  My  dad 
was  always  there  for  me  when  I  needed  him.  I 
love  him  very  much."  Scott  also  has  a  sister  who 
attends  Southern  University  as  a  senior. 

Scott  loves  to  be  with  people  and  make  a 
difference  whenever  possible.  "I  love  USL  and  it's 
people.  The  campus  is  super  friendly  and  the  uni- 
versity staff"  is  always  there  to  help  whenever  you 
are  in  need  of  it"  remarked  Scott.  ^ 
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Nallairc.  Elievisc  J 
\  allairc.  Lori  A 
\allalar.  RuvichanJr 
\allan.  Michael  J 
\allcl.  Cor>  M 
Valley.  Natosha  L 
\  allier.  Tanickia  L 
\allier.  Travis  L 

N'allol.  Brooke  A 
Vallot.  Krisli  L 
\'allol.  Maua-en  T 
N'alois.  Waller  A 
N'alyan.  Ryan  C 
\'an.  Bnvklin  Dale 
Van.  Epps  Kerry 
Van.  Righl  Edith 

\andcrbill.  KaWanda  M 
N  an  der  Koogh.  Joosje 
\anderliek.  Joseph  G 
\an.  Lecuwcn  Petronella 
Van  Nieuwiand.  Mark 
Vandewalcr.  Kiiiiberly  C 
VanlangendonckTamiin.  L 
Vanover.  Kara  L 

Variste.  .Sandra  B 
Vasquez.  Martin  M 
Vasseur.  Curtis  G 
Vasseur.  Randee  R 
Vaughn.  Amhcr  M 
Vautrot.  Victor  J 
Veal.  Vickie  R 
Veale.  Darin  N 

Veazey.  Jerrod  M 
Veillon.  Ashley  M 
Veillon.  Carmen  E 
Velez.  Stephanie  S 
Velotta,  Bradley  C 
Venable.  Catherine  J 
Venable.  Emily  F 
Venable.  Gary  J 

Venable.  Jeremy  C 
Venable.  Joshua  R 
Venable.  Leslie  A 
Venable.  Ryan  J 
Venetis.  Jennifer  E 
Venezio.  Jeremy  J 
Venible.  Kiante  R 
Ventress.  lola  V 

Ventress.  Janayya  M 
Ventress.  Joseph 
Ventress.  Nadia  N 
Ventroy.  Jeffery  D 
Vera-Arteaga.  Ana  K 
Vercher.  Aimee  K 
Vercher.  Leslie  R 
Verges.  Cade 

Verges.  Neil  C 
Vergez.  Henri  L 
Vergona.  Chris  A 
Vernon.  Stacey  L 
Veronie.  Eva  H 
Verret.  Aimee  C 
Verrel.  Bethany  L 
Verret,  Francis  J 

Verret.  Kristal  L 
Verret,  Mandy  M 
Verret.  Sean  M 
Verret.  Shonlel  L 
Verret.  Tandi  R 
Verrett.  ChristopheA 
Verrett.  Siti  R 
Verrette.  Stacie  L 

Vestal.  Elizabeth  L 
Vestal,  Jaclyn  M 
Vial,  Suzanne  T 
Viator,  Alison  V 
Viator,  Andre  S 
Viator,  Chad  D 
Viator,  Chad  P 
Viator,  Craig  D 
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Dwayne  J 
Erica  L 
Jennifer  E 
Mark  A 
Michelle  L 
Nicole  C 
Priscilla  A 
Ryan  J 
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Vice,  Amandii  M 
Vict.  lirit  J 
Vice.  Jaiiii  I. 
Vice.  Jude  I. 
Vice.  Michael  I. 
Vicknair.  Nichole  M 
Vicknair,  Ron  M 
Vic(oria.  Lakcsha  (■ 

Victorian.  Kirk  I. 
Victorian.  La'Ionya  M 
Vidalier.  Kalhcrine  A 
Vidallia.  Brandie  I. 
Vidrine.  Chad  P 
Vidrine.  Cory  J 
Vidrine,  Erica 
Vidrine,  James  D 

Vidrine,  Leshc  L 
Vidrine.  Melissa  T 
Vidrine.  Melony  B 
Vidrine.  Nicholas  P 
Vidrine.  Philip  J 
Vidrine.  Rachel  D 
Vidrine.  Tracie  L 
Vige,  Chris  S 

Vige,  Edmond  L 
Vigueric,  .Sarah  E 
Vildibill.  Janice 
Villagomc/,.  Aimcc  M 
Villaluna.  Maricris  J 
Villavaso.  Adam  C 
Villavaso.  Meg  M 
Villcmarctlc.  Jason  P 


Villicn. 
Villicn. 
Vincent 
Vincent 
Vincent 
Vincent 
Vincent 
Vincent 


Denise  R 
Monique  L 
.  Alyson 
Amanda  I. 
Amber  M 
.  Chrisla  A 
ChrislopheM 
ChristopheR 


Vincent,  Courtney  J 
Vincent.  Cristy  L 
Vincent.  Julie  E 
Vincent.  Lacey  L 
Vincent.  Leroy  A 
Vincent.  Mendy  S 
Vincent.  Michaela  N 
Vincent,  Nicholas 

Vincent.  O'Teman  J 
Vincent.  Pamela  L 
Vincent.  Roben  B 
Vincent.  Samuel  B 
Vines.  Jennifer  L 
Vines.  Kathryn  A 
Vines.  Lesley  D 
Vining.  Crystal  D 

Vinson.  Brad  E 
Vinson.  Jamie  D 
Vinson. Jo  A 
Vinson.  Mary  E 
Vinterella.  Erin  A 
Viola.  Rowe  J 
Virgin.  Sondra  M 
Vitatoe.  Lakeshia  L 

Vitte,  Amber  J 
Vizena.  Wade  D 
Vlahogeorge.  Christophel 
Vo,  Anthony  M 
Voelker.  Shane  A 
Voinche,  Damon  P 
Voilier.  Brook  E 
Voller,  Latonia 

Vondenstein.  Eric  N 
Vondenstein.  Tara  C 
Voss.  Robert  A 
Voss.  William  R 
Voss.  Zachary  D 
Wade.  Latasha  D 
Wadleigh.  Knstian  R 
Wadlow.  Delale  L 

Wagner,  Richelle  L 
Wagner.  Steven  P 
Wagnon.  John  R 
Waguespack.  Melanie  L 
Wahl.  Jason  K 
Wahlen.  David  C 
Wainwright.  Brandy  A 
Waldrop.  Kelly  M 


Walker.  Adam  J 
Walker.  Anana  N 
Walker.  Bianca  M 
Walker.  Brandy  R 
Walker.  Cathy  A 
Walker.  Craii!  A 
Walker.  Delirice  M 
Walker.  Dionne  V 

Walker.  Jason  B 
Walker.  Joshiia  M 
Walker.  Laura  C 
Walker.  LaSha«  n  M 
Walker.  Lelilia  V 
Walker.  Miehael  R 
Walker.  Miehelle  C 
Walker.  Michelle  M 


Walker. 
Walker. 
Walker. 
Walker. 
Walker. 
Walker. 
Wallace 
Wallace 


Sarah  K 
Shandal  S 
Shelley  D 
Tara  E 
Vicki  E 
W  ade  M 
Anne  M 
April  M 


Wallace.  Bobby  E 
Wallace,  Kalara 
Wallace.  Nehemiah  A 
Wallace.  Rebecca  B 
Wallace.  Shalonda  M 
Wallace.  Tina  M 
Waller.  Lauren  C 
Wallis.  Wendy  A 

WaLsh.  Christine  E 
Walsh,  Roxanne  B 
Walter.  Janet  L 
Walters.  Benjamin  R 
Walters.  Timmy  A 
Walton,  Heather  E 
Ward.  Andrew  P 
Ward,  Andrew  T 

Ward.  Donald 
Ward.  Elizabeth 
Ward.  Jamie  L 
Ward.  Monica  L 
Ware,  Keith  M 
Ware.  Octavius  D 
Ware.  Tamarri  S 
Warfield.  Amy  D 

Warner.  Gene  W 
Warren.  Angle  G 
Warren.  Derrick  L 
Warren.  Shannon  S 
Warren,  Wendy  R 
Wartelle.  Constance  R 
Washington.  Amanda  M 
Washington,  Barbara  S 


Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington, 
Washington. 
Washington. 
Washington. 


Berman  C 
Chrislophe 
James  G 
James  L 
Joy  L 

Kimberly  A 
.Marcia  M 
Pagshuwa  M 
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Washington.  Sheresha  M 
Washington,  Timothy  A 
Washington,  Wes  A 
Wasiloski,  Theresa  L 
Waterman,  Harry  L 
Waters,  Norman  J 
Waters.  Timothy  R 
Walhen,  Joseph  B 

Watkins,  Erin  E 
Watkins,  Norma  F 
Watkins.  Robin  M 
Watkins.  Tiffany  J 
Watson.  Atisha  S 
Watson.  BemarshiaR 
WaLson.  Emeric  M 
WaLson,  Jeanean  M 

Watson,  John  T 

Watson.  Lennis  E 
Wauson,  Renee  C 
Wat-son,  Sedonia  L 
Wattigny,  Celia  C 
Wattigny,  Melissa  P 
Wattigny.  ,Michael  G 
Walts.  Jason  B 


I 


fit  I 


9l  ^ 


fifc  ^ 


XI.  JL 


M. 


t 


f  tl 


f 


4^  t 


Waiu.  Jennifer  K 
Wall"..  Jennifer  I- 
WallH,  Katy  A 
WaiiK.  Kemfut  M 
Walls.  Mary  M 
Wal/ke.  John  J 
Weary.  CtianUi  I- 
Wealtiersliy.  Veorge  M 

Weaver.  John  J 
Wchb,  Amanda  M 
Webh.  Amanda  f< 
Webb.  fJrady  J 
Webb.  fJana  M 
Webh.  Mary  S 
Webb.  Miehael  J 
Weber.  Hans  C 

Weber.  Maria  1, 
Weber.  Steven  R 
Weber.  Ty  C 
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Webre,  Melissa  A 
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Webster.  Amy  N 
Webster.  Angela  L 

Webster.  CassiopciaN 
Webster.  Elizabeth  N 
Webster.  Isaiah 
Webster,  Jason  H 
Weeden.  Aubrey  J 
Weigel.  Matthew  M 
Weill.  Jason  W 
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Weinier.  Lesley  C 
Weinsiein.  Michael  T 
Wclborn.  Jason  B 
Welch.  Jennie  C 
Welch.  .Shane  E 
Welch.  Simone 
Welch.  Walter  D 
Wells.  Amy  E 

Wells.  Brandon 
Wells.  Chcri  S 
Wells.  David  A 
Wemple.  Matthew  F 
Wen/el.  Jennifer  A 
Werner.  Quinn  D 
Werner.  Sean  A 
Wesley.  Megan  E 

Wesley.  Niesha  W 
West.  Charles  A 
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West.  ChristopheB 
West,  Joseph  H 
West.  Opal 
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White,  Charles  C 
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Whiliingion.  Misli  B 
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Wiley,  Larry  W 
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Wilhelm.  Edward  L 
Wilkerson.  Brannon  K 
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Wilkins.  Carlitta  D 
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Williams.  .Aaron  P 
Williams.  Alicia  M 

Williams.  Arthur  G 
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Deon  J 
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Donald  B 
Durmaine  S 
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Edw  ard  J 
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Jeremy  .M 
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Lyle  J 
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Molly  J 
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Williams,  Patrick 
Williams,  Paul  W 
Williams,  Rashonda  L 
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Williams,  Ryan  J 
Williams,  Shemeka  L 
Williams,  Sheryl  A 
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X  f  you  are  interested  in  something,  don't 
give  up",  exclaimed  Aimee  Barber,  an  Architecture 
student  who  is  working  on  her  thesis.  Barber  did 
not  see  herself  as  an  architect  a  few  years  ago,  but 
now  she  cannot  imagine  herself  doing  anjrthing  else. 

When  Barber  was  in  high  school,  she  mainly 
enjoyed  her  art  classes.  "It  was  always  such  a  relief 
to  go  to  art  class.  I  always  did  well  in  other  subjects, 
such  as  math  and  english,  but  I  always  found  myself 
sketching  pictures  while  those  classes  were  going 
on."  One  of  Barber's  teachers  told  her  to  consider 
interior  design;  however.  Barber  did  not  teike  this 
advice  until  much  later 

Instead,  Barber  went  into  fashion  merchandis- 
ing. It  wasn't  until  she  decided  that  this  was  not  the 
field  for  her  that  she  remembered  her  teacher's 
advice.  Barber,  therefore,  changed  her  major  to  inte- 
rior design.  This  is  how  Barber  got  involved  with 
American  Society  of  Interior  Design  (ASID)  and 
American  Institute  for  Architecture  Students 
(AIAS). 

Architecture  had  never  been  an  option  with 
Barber.  She  remembers  her  older  sister  really  strug- 
gling with  the  curriculum  and  eventually  dropping 
her  third  year.  Barber  was  afraid  to  even  consider 
the  field.  But,  as  time  went  on  in  her  interior  design 
class,  more  and  more  people  told  her  to  think  about 
changing  her  major  to  architecture.  Well,  this  time 
Barber  took  the  advice  and  entered  another  major. 

The  professors  taught  Barber  how  to  open  her 
mind  and  gain  new  perspectives.  Barber  got  into  it 
and  enjoyed  it.  "It's  really  calming  because  I  could 
do  what  I  wanted.  It  was  fulfilling  to  not  have  some 


one  telling  you  what  you  could  or  could  not  do.  I  will 
always  focus  on  architecture  as  a  whole." 

She  has  stayed  focused  and  involved  with  major 
related  clubs.  She  also  has  served  as  SGA  Senator 
for  the  College  of  the  Arts,  worked  with  the 
Louisiana  Convention,  participated  in  Grass  Roots, 
and  was  nominated  for  president  elect. 

If  Barber  gets  the  presidency,  she  will  be  working 
in  Washington,  D.C.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Barber 
does  not  receive  the  presidency,  she  will  want  to  be 
a  part  of  the  USL  France  program.  "I  love  to  travel. 
I  want  to  be  able  to  see  all  that  I  can  possibly  see." 

Barber  also  served  as  captain  on  an  ntramural 
volleyball  team  which  won  the  state  championship. 
"I  was  never  a  leader  I  always  thought  of  myself  as 
a  follower."  But  as  Barber's  sister  tells  her,  'Tou've 
always  been  a  leader,  but  you  never  knew  it." 

Being  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  Barber  has 
been  able  to  learn  a  lot  from  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. She  is  close  to  her  family  and  knows  that  if  she 
ever  has  a  problem,  there  is  always  someone  to  talk 
to.  "I  look  up  to  people  that  help  other  people.  I  am 
from  the  Cajun  culture,  and  in  that  culture,  every- 
one seems  to  help  everyone  else  out." 

Barber  plans  to  attend  graduate  school  and  earn 
her  masters.  After  her  education,  she  would  like  to 
work  under  an  internship.  Hopefully — being  that 
Barber  loves  to  travel — she  will  be  able  to  get  an 
internship  overseas.  "I  don't  see  myself  settling 
down  an5d;ime  soon,  and  I  love  hands-on  experi- 
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Willis.  Phocbee  R 
Willis.  Princess  V 
Wilmore.  Krisli  L 
Wilridge.  Marcus  T 
Wilson.  Amy  A 
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Wilson.  Nioka  C 
Wilson.  Nona  L 
Wilson,  Rebecca  D 
Wilson.  Sandra 
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Womack,  Brad  J 
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Womack,  C  arrie  K 
Womack.  Naulic  I. 
Wood,  Michelle  H 
Woodall,  Addrell 
Woodard,  AnloinclUif' 
W(K)dard,  Bobbie  J 
Woodard,  DuMiiond  J 
Woodfork,  Keshonc  M 

WiM>dring,  Rms  E 
Wi«)ds,  Aaron  J 
Woods.  Adolph 
Woods,  Charles  f- 
W(H)ds,  Derek  J 
W(H)ds,  Ivdward  M 
Woods.  Jerard  IJ 
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W<x)ds,  John  A 
W(K)ds,  Kaamal  () 
Woods.  Krisli  M 
Woods.  Richard 
Woods.  Rita  I, 
Woods,  Shandrika  \) 
Woods,  Sharrell  'I 
Woolen.  Tonya  L 

Worlcy.  Allison  B 
Wormser.  Benjamin  F 
Worsham.  Casie  i- 
Worsham.  Henry  J 
Wotring.  Kevin  D 
Wrighl.  Courtney  R 
Wrighl.  Jacob  A 
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Wright,  Joel  C 
Wrighl,  Laura  C 
Wrighl.  Marc  J 
Wyall.  Brian  C 
Wyall,  Tracy 
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Wyble.  Jake  M 
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Wynne.  James  C 
Xu,  Fenglan 
Yammarino.  Dusiin  L 
Yancey.  Regina  C 
Yandie.  HoMi  K 
Yandle.  Stephanie  C 
Yang,  Fang-Kai 
Yang.  Jian  Y 

Yarbrough.  Sherrell  A 
Yarbrough.  Virginia  L 
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Yeoh.  Soon  L 
Yeoh.  Soon  T 
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Young,  Lenny  L 
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Zulli.  Gina  M 
Zupano\  ic,  Anthony 
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\y  SL's  1997  Homecoming  Queen  Lori  Boutin 
is  a  bit  of  a  wandering  spirit.  A  native  of  Lafayette, 
Boutin  is  a  graduate  of  Comeaux  High  and  a  former 
student  of  Louisiana  Tech. 

"I  had  a  scholarship  to  Louisiana  Tech  as  a  pho- 
tographer. I  transferred  to  USL  in  January  of  '94," 
She  said.  "I  never  reahzed  how  much  Lafayette  had 
to  offer  until  I  left.  I  missed  it  here,  a  lot,"  Boutin 
said. 

"In  Lafayette,  the  personality  of  the  people  here, 
is  any  excuse  to  have  a  party.  So,  we  know  how  to 
work  hard,  but  we  know  how  to  play  hard  too.  In 
Ruston,  all  they  know  how  to  do  is  definitely  not  how 
to  party.  They  have  a  great  school;  I  was  just  not  used 
to  the  culture." 

Boutin  is  majoring  in  psychology  with  a  minor  in 
science.  "Originally,  when  I  came  to  USL,  I  think  I 
was  still  in  art,  and  I  immediately  transferred  into 
the  pre-physical  therapy  program.  I  wanted  to  work 
with  people,  and  help  people.  So,  I  decided  to  go  into 
that  field,  and  I  got  a  job  working  as  a  physical  ther- 
apist technician." 

"They  (LSU  Medical  Center)  changed  the  PT  pro- 
gram from  a  bachelor's  degree  to  a  master's.  So,  I  had 
to  come  up  with  some  idea  of  a  bachelor's  degree  that 
I'd  be  interested  in.  And,  the  more  I  worked  in  phys- 
ical therapy  as  a  technician,  the  more  I  realized  that 
every  physical  trauma  has  an  emotional  trauma  to  it 
because,  there  is  so  much  going  on  with  the  person 
besides  the  ailment,"  Boutin  explained.  "That's  what 
brought  me  into  psychology." 

Boutin  is  planning  on  graduating  in  May.  Then, 
she  intends  to  take  a  break  from  the  academic  grind. 
"I've  decided  that  I  need  a  break.  I  decided  to  sit  out 
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a  year.  I'm  going  to  continue  working  for  the  physical 
therapist  that  I  work  for  now.  Then,  I  will  apply  to 
autin      physical  therapy  school  at  LSU  Medical  Center,  and 
^ette,      g^ii  QyQj.  ^Yie  United  States,"  she  said, 
rmer  jjgy  ^eed  for  rest  is  understandable,  considering 

all  the  activities  that  she  is  involved  in.  Boutin  is  a 
pho-      full-time  student,  cheerleader,  athlete,  and  a  member 

of  various  organizations. 
;  had  ^  walk-on  senior  for  the  cross-country  team, 

jutin      Boutin  ran  at  the  conference  "which  was  an  honor  for 
me  because,  first  of  all,  how  many  walk-on  seniors 
here,      actually  get  to  run.  And,  then  I  actually  got  to  run 

conference,  and  a  lot  of  other  meets  too." 
°-  Boutin  is  participating  in  her  second  year  as  a 

how      varsity  cheerleader  and  serves  as  assistant  secretary 
used      fQj.  ^Yie  squad.  She  is  also  a  member  of  AFA 
(Association  of  Future  Alumni),  Phi  Beta  Delta  (an 
honors  international  organization),  a  psychology 
ink  I      honors  society,  "The  list  goes  on,"  Boutin  said  in 
into      describing  her  USL  involvement., 
work  "I'j^     gig  Brothers/  Big  Sisters.  That's  not  real- 

I  into  organization  on  campus,  that's  for  the  commu- 

ther-      nity"  she  said. 

Boutin  is  also  involved  in  the  D.A.R.E.  program 
P^°'  and  M.A.D.D.,  at  least  partially  for  a  very  personal 
[  had  reason.  "My  dad  died  in  an  alcohol-related  car  acci- 
that  dent.  So,  I'm  very  aware  of  the  drug  and  alcohol 
)hys-  issue.  I'm  very  anti-drug  and  alcohol."  Boutin  tells 
that  children  to  get  involved  in  sports,  dance,  or  other 
to  it  wholesome  pursuits  in  order  to  avoid  substance 
jrson  abuse  problems.  Her  advice  to  children:  "try  and  find 
what      something  you  are  interested  in  and  get  busy. 

Because,  if  you're  busy,  no  one's  going  to  have  time  to 
bother  you,"  she  said. 

Lori  Boutin  took  her  own  advice  and  her  involvement 
t  out      jjgg      her  to  personal  success. 

Story:  David  Gillis   Photos:  Tina  White,  Tracy  Gardner,  and  Tanya  Cormier 
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I  V^vras\f^  .jfWE  WERE  THE  FIRST  THAT  EVER  BURST 
r     I     '     ^  INTO  THAT  SILENT  SEA" 

"Hv'J^d  1pA?mftlWt^        —Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge 
j   vv     Q  /?/me  of  f/ie  Ancient  Mariner 

!  *  11^^ 'h *^»M^TtH    Teaching  involves  a  discovery  and  a  tran 
I  mission  of  information.  It  entails  seeking 

I  4u  out  the  unknov/n  and  making  it  knov/n. 

^  Teaching  is  personal  and  universal'  it 

requires  that  information  be  supplied  to 
others  so  that  they  can  benefit  from  such 
discoveries  or  new  areas  of  schiolarship.Teachers 
change  the  way  we  look  at  the  world,  and 
they  alter  the  manner  in  which  we  see  our- 
selves. The  best  teachers  make  the  growth 
and  development  of  college  as  painless  as 
possible,  reaching  many  at  once.  They  are 
the  cocoons  that  help  students  develop  from 
larvae  into  flying  beauty. 
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^>omeone,  or  maybe  fate,  once 
told  Ray  Authement  to  do  the  math. 
He  has,  starting  with  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  math  and  physics  from  USL 
in  the  early  1950s,  and  a  master's  and 
Ph.D.  in  math  from  LSU. 


^6^ 


But,  Baton  Rouge  or  Lafayette  isn't  where  Authement 
began  his  teaching  career.  He  first  taught  at  McNeese  and  for 
a  compelhng  reason,  "I  was  in  dire  financial  circumstances,  and 
they  offered  me  more  money,"  he  said  softly  with  a  wry  smile. 

Authement  seems  to  be  a  very  low-key  person,  almost  shy. 
But,  his  job  generates  a  great  deal  of  pressure.  When  money, 
politics,  and  education  are  added  together,  it  equals  a  great 
deal  of  stress  for  the  person  making  the  final  decisions  on 
important  matters.  Yet,  USL's  president  seems  serene  and  at 
ease  with  the  job  he  holds  and  its  responsibilities. 

Possibly  it  reflects  the  way  he  was  raised  and  where  he  was 
born.  A  native  of  Boudreaux  Canal,  (South  of  Houma) 
Authement  was  the  second  of  six  children.  His  father  owned  a 
grocery  store,  and  Authement  said  his  father  always  stressed 
the  importance  of  education.  Authement  was  the  valedictorian 
of  his  class  at  Terrebonne  High.  His  parents  then  insisted  he 
attend  college  instead  of  sta3dng  home  to  help  with  the  family 
business.  After  college,  Authement  taught  at  McNeese — for  just 
one  year — before  coming  to  USL  to  teach  in  1957.  Then  in  1962, 
he  went  to  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

"My  wife  didn't  like  it,  so  we  came  back,"  he  said  with  a 
laugh.  Mrs.  Authement's  homesickness  was  USL's  good  fortune. 
They  returned,  and  her  husband  began  teaching  math  here, 
again.  Authement  became  the  academic  vice  president  at  USL 
in  1966. 

"I  became  acting  president  in  1973  and  president  in  1974," 
Authement  said  of  becoming  USL's  fifth  president.  That's 
when  the  decisions  that  come  with  the  job  became  his  to  make, 
along  with  the  scrutiny  of  those  decisions  by  alumni,  support- 
ers, politicians,  faculty,  and  students. 

One  of  those  decisions  dealt  with  open  vs.  closed  admissions 
at  USL.  "I  was  one  of  the  first  and  strongest  proponents  of  that 
development  (for  closing  USL's  open  admission  policy).  There 
are  way  too  many  students  who  come  to  the  university  not 
knowing  what  they  want  to  do,  or  some  of  them  are  not  pre- 
pared to  do  what  they  think  they  want  to  do.  They  leave  here 
with  only  a  federal  note  or  federal  loan  and  nothing  to  show  for 
it.  Community  college  provides  the  opportunity  for  them  to 
seek  a  particular  career  or  goal  at  an  associate's  degree  level  or 


make  up  some  deficiency,  before  coming  to  a  four-year  institu- 
tion. USL  becomes  a  better  institution  because  it's  more  selec- 
tive, and  its  resources  are  spent  on  the  academic  programs  for 
the  students  that  can  succeed,"  Authement  said. 

Paying  for  education  has  been  a  thorn  in  every  educator's 
side.  The  need  for  money  is  insatiable  and  helping  to  raise  it  is 
another  facet  of  Authement's  job.  He  said  that  the  current  sit- 
uation is  improving.  "We  need  to  continue  in  the  vein  we  are  in. 
Last  year,  was  an  excellent  year  Gov.  Foster  has  really,  really 
targeted  higher  education  for  improvement.  Obviously,  because 
of  his  interest  in  and  push  toward  a  new  system  of  governance, 
in  the  last  session  they  created  a  Board  of  Regents  with  more 
power  than  before  and  with  the  ability  to  better  represent  the 
universities  in  the  legislature. 

"Last  year,  our  faculty  got  a  raise  of  about  12.6  percent,  on 
average,  and  that's  the  largest  raise  in  the  history  of  this  uni- 
versity. We've  seen  significant  improvement  over  the  last  cou- 
ple of  years,"  Authement  said. 

Gambling  was  supposed  to  help  pay  for  education  in 
Louisiana,  according  to  some  people.  "That  has  not  happened," 
Authement  said  quickly.  "I'm  not  saying  that  none  of  the 
monies  that  we  are  getting  are  fi"om  gambling,  because  they 
are  all  intermingled  in  the  general  fund.  But,  I  think  the 
improvement  in  the  economy  has  had  more  impact  than  that." 

USL's  past  and  future  are  on  Authement's  mind.  "In  my 
estimation,  we've  made  unbelievable  strides  in  the  last  five  to 
seven  years,  in  terms  of  academic  programs.  Some  of  our  pro- 
grams have  moved  into  competition  with  major  programs  all 
over  this  country,"  Authement  said. 

"There  are  outstanding  people  here,  and  they  are  coming  to 
this  university  and  helping  it  to  grow.  We've  come  a  long  way.  We 
are  light  years  ahead  of  where  we  were  several  years  ago  and 
it's  being  reflected  in  the  support  of  the  institutions.  Federal 
funding  for  research  is  up  three  or  four  times  from  what  it  was 
four  or  five  years  ago.  We  are  going  to  be  an  outstanding  imi- 
versity  in,  I  would  say,  the  next  10  to  15  years,"  Authement  said. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for  that  success  will  be  USL's  fifth 
president. 
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^^^SL's  first  female  vice  president  has  a  ton  of 
technical  responsibilities  on  her  shoulders,  but  you 
would  never  know  it  because  of  her  cheerful 
demeanor. 


Delia  T.  Bonnette  is  the  vice  president  for  Information 
Technology,  which  means  she  is  responsible  for  12  technical 
departments  at  USL,  including  Continuing  Education, 
Information  Networks,  KRVS,  Marine  Survival  Training 
Center,  Telephone  Services,  University  Computing  Support 
Services,  University  Libraries,  and  others.  It  all  adds  up  to  a 
serious  workload,  but  Bonnette  said  that  she  believes  in  dele- 
gating responsibility. 

The  native  of  Kansas  said  she  feels  right  at  home  in 
Louisiana.  "Lafayette  is  my  home.  I  was  born  in  Kansas  and 
reared  in  Indiana.  I  tell  everyone  that  I've  lived  in  Louisiana 
long  enough  to  have  webbed  feet.  I've  been  at  the  university 
since  1970,"  she  said  laughing. 

Bonnette  is  a  product  of  USL.  "I've  got  a  degree  in  psy- 
chology and  mathematics  from  the  university,  and  then  later 
came  back  and  got  my  master's  in  computer  science," 
Bonnette  said.  Shortly  after  that,  she  began  teaching  in  the 
computer  science  department. 

But,  it  was  her  work  at  the  Welfare  Department  in 
Baton  Rouge  that  led  her  to  computers.  "I  was  working  as  a 
social  worker,  and,  as  I  moved  into  supervision,  the  profes- 
sional literature  was  sajdng  that  computers  were  going  to 
help  take  care  of  that  paperwork.  I  decided  that  I  was  going  to 
take  a  course  in  computer  science.  So,  I  came  here  and  took 
one  course  and  just  absolutely  fell  in  love  with  it.  That  was  in 
1968. 1  came  back  and  got  my  master's  and  have  been  involved 
in  computing  ever  since,"  Bonnette  said.  "I  still  find  it  to  be  so 
exciting." 

Her  father  worked  in  the  oil  field  and  that  brought  him 
and  his  family  to  Jennings  and  close  proximity  to  USL.  "It 
was  a  school  with  a  good  reputation  that  was  nearby,"  she 
said.  "Computer  science,  well  in  1968  it  was  one  of  the  few 


schools  in  the  nation  offering  degrees  in  computer  science.  So, 
that  was  a  natural." 

Armed  with  a  master's  degree  in  computer  science, 
Bonnette  began  teaching  at  USL.  In  the  beginning  of  her 
career,  things  were  a  little  hectic.  "I  taught  probably,  almost 
every  course  that  was  offered.  We  had  a  small  faculty  and  a 
beginning  program,  but  my  special  area  was  that  of  operating 
systems  which  involved  the  software  needed  to  run  pro- 
grams," Bonnette  explained. 

One  of  the  areas  that  Bonnette  oversees  deals  with 
efforts  to  comply  with  the  Equal  Emplo5Tnent  Opportunity 
Act,  the  American  Disability  Act,  and  sexual  harassment 
cases  involving  faculty,  students,  and  employees. 

"I'm  the  affirmative  action  officer  on  campus.  So,  in  that 
role,  I'm  the  coordinator  of  anyone  who  is  concerned  about  hir- 
ing practices  as  related  to  equal  employment  opportunities  on 
campus.  Under  that  goes  the  area  of  sexual  harassment,  and 
I  also  coordinate  the  Americans  With  Disability  Act. 

There  are  few  cases  of  sexual  harassment  on  the  cam- 
pus, according  to  Bonnette.  But,  a  system  is  in  place  to  han- 
dle complaints  confidentially.  "If  you  have  a  complaint,  you 
can  go  to  one  of  three  areas.  You  can  come  to  me,  you  can  go 
to  Counseling  and  Testing,  to  Dr.  Blair,  or  you  can  go  through 
student  services.We  tried  to  set  it  up  so  there  are  several 
points  were  people  can  go  to  file  a  complaint  so  they  wouldn't 
feel  inhibited  because  it  might  be  in  their  academic  chain.  Or, 
they  might  have  concerns  that  it  might  not  be  listened  to.  So, 
there  are  three  areas  that  you  can  go  to,  to  express  your  con- 
cerns or  to  file  a  complaint  if  that's  what  you  want  to  do," 
Bonnette  said. 
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l^heH  on  campus  by  students  and  non-students 
is  the  biggest  problem  faced  by  the  USL  community, 
said  USL's  new  police  chief  Joey  Sturm. 


The  28-year-old  Sturm  is  a  graduate  of  USL  and  a  native 
of  New  Iberia.  He  earned  a  degree  in  education  but  circum- 
stances led  him  to  a  career  in  law  enforcement.  Sturm  said 
that  he  had  worked  as  a  student-officer  and  later  as  an  assis- 
tant to  former  chief,  Mark  Cossich. 

"I  wasn't  just  promoted,"  Sturm  said.  "When  Mark  left 
they  advertised  for  the  position.  I  went  through  the  qualifi- 
cation and  screening  committee  interviews." 

Chief  Sturm  is  in  charge  of  51  officers,  including  14  full- 
time  officers.  The  rest  of  the  force  is  composed  of  students 
who  are  attending  USL. 

"The  theory  behind  the  program  is  that,  it  better  allows 
the  officers  to — because  they  are  also  students — associate 
with  the  students  on  campus.  They  understand  what  those 
students  are  going  through,  because  they  are  going  through 
the  same  thing,"  Sturm  said  with  a  rueful  laugh  as  he 
seemed  to  be  remembering  his  own  student-  officer  days. 

Student  officers  also  receive  experience  helping  to  keep 
the  campus  safe.  That  experience  leads  to  post-certification 
and  law  enforcement  experience,  "That  can  open  doors  for 
them  later,"  Sturm  said.  Part  of  their  training  takes  place  in 
a  police  academy  that  teaches  modern  law  enforcement  tech- 
niques and  theories. 

USL  student-officers  act  in  the  same  capacity  as  a  full- 
time  officer  which  makes  them  special.  "From  what  I've  been 
told,  it  (USL's  program)  is  only  one  of  five  in  the  country," 
that  gives  its  student-officers  that  much  authority,  Sturm 
said.  "Most  universities  will  have  them,  but  they'll  have 
them  work  in  plain  clothes,  or  they  may  wear  a  different  uni- 
form and  write  parking  tickets,  and  do  the  parking  enforce- 
ment," Sturm  said. 

"The  majority  of  our  problems,  that  are  theft  related,  are 


things  that  are  left  unattended.  You  can  attribute  that  to  stu- 
dents, but  also  to  a  lot  of  non-students  coming  on  to  the  cam- 
pus, particularly  in  the  daytime,"  Sturm  said. 

"That's  really  our  theme,  our  purpose,  our  mission,  is  to 
become  more  of  an  educator  as  a  department,  in  sync  with 
the  universitys  mission.  Our  area,  obviously,  would  be  crime 
prevention,  security  and  safety  tips,  self-defense,  and  date- 
rape  issues,"  Sturm  said.  But,  he  takes  issue  with  the  clas- 
sification of  date-rape.  "It's  not  a  good  word  to  use;  a  rape  is 
a  rape." 

Education  and  prevention  play  an  important  role  in 
Sturm's  vision  of  law  enforcement.  "Recently,  one  of  our 
female  officers  was  certified  in  a  nationally  certified  program 
in  self-defense."  According  to  Sturm,  the  program — geared 
specifically  for  women — educates  individuals  on  being  aware 
of  their  surroundings  and  how  to  react  to  physical  con- 
frontations. It  also  explains  how  to  get  out  of  threatening  sit- 
uations. "It  is  a  16-hour  program,  and  we  are  discussing 
right  now  how  we  are  going  to  implement  that.  We  will  prob- 
ably do  it  in  blocks  so  we  can  accommodate  the  students," 
Sturm  said.  The  program  will  be  offered  to  any  female  stu- 
dent, faculty  member,  or  staff"  member 

Sturm  wants  students  to  do  two  things  to  help  keep  USL 
safe:  Be  responsible  for  your  own  belongings  and  don't  leave 
them  unattended.  And,  always  carry  your  USL  ID  so  that 
officers  know  who  you  are,  and  why  you  are  on  the  campus. 

Sturm  said  that  he  wants  the  USL  police  department  to 
become  more  pro-active  and  start  programs  to  help  prevent 
crime  instead  of  reacting  to  crimes  that  have  already  been 
committed.  "In  the  end,  it  will  make  us  a  much  safer  com- 
munity," he  said. 
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he  ecology  of  the  Louisiana  coastal 
region  as  well  as  the  ecology  of  the  world's 
coastal  regions  and  how  they  relate  to  each 
other,  are  under  investigation  by  USL's  Center 
for  Advanced  Computer  Studies. 


Nian-Feng  Tzeng,  Ph.D.,  is  from  Taiwan,  but  he  is 
beginning  to  feel  hke  a  Cajun.  "This  is  the  place  that 
I  have  stayed  the  longest  (in  the  United  States)  so 
far.  I  came  here  (to  USD  in  June,  1987,  so  it  has 
been  more  than  10  years,"  Tzeng  said  laughing. 

Tzeng's  work  at  USL  combines  research  with 
teaching  at  the  graduate  level. 

"Basically,  my  research  areas  are  related  to  high 
performance  computer  systems.  The  second  one  is 
computer  networks.  For  example,  we  have  been  try- 
ing to  use  this  satellite  that  can  monitor  eco  systems 
of  our  wetlands.  That  satellite  can  monitor  wetland 
change  and  eco  system  change.  That  is  where  my 
research,  that  I  am  interested  in  now,  utilizes  a  col- 
lection of  work  stations,"  Tzeng  explained. 

The  high  speed  collection  of  data  and  the  compu- 
tations and  analysis  of  that  data  will  enable  Tzeng, 
his  colleagues  and  his  students  to  monitor  changes  in 
the  eco  system.  Any  changes  can  be  displayed  and 
studied  in  real  time. 

Academic  life  and  endeavors  lured  Tzeng  away 
from  ATT.  "After  I  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  1986, 1  worked  for  one  year  at  ATT's  labs, 
where  I  was  involved  in  some  switching  system 
design.  During  that  one  year,  I  found  that  I  liked  the 
academic  environment  better,  so  I  decided  to  move  to 


the  universities.  At  that  time,  I  received  several 
offers.  But  I  found  that  USL  is  the  best  in  terms  of 
research  setting  and  in  terms  of  administrative  sup- 
port," Tzeng  said. 

That  support  must  be  comforting  when  dealing 
with  the  complex  projects  that  Tzeng  is  involved  with 
as  well  as  his  teaching  assignments. 

"Since  I  came  here,  I've  been  teaching  several 
courses  regularly,  including  computer  architecture, 
fault  tolerant  computing,  distributed  computing  and 
now  it's  computing  networks,"  Tzeng  said. 

Computer  networks  involve  the  linking  of  person- 
al computer  work  stations  that  let  the  multiple  small 
computers  form  a  single  super  computer. 

"We  don't  need  to  buy  a  super  computer  on  site, 
what  we  need  is  a  collection  of  reasonably  powerful 
work  stations  and  they  can  work  together  as  long  as 
they  are  connected,  using  for  example,  Ethernet.  We 
connect  all  the  work  stations  together  and  we  can 
convert  this  collection  of  computers  into  a  synchro- 
nized, powerful  super  computer,  if  you  will.  That's 
what  I'm  working  on,"  Tzeng  said. 

By  linking  the  40  to  50  workstations  that  Tzeng 
has  available  to  him  at  USL,  the  system's  speed  is 
increased  10  times  or  more  he  said. 
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/_/r.  Daniel  Cring,  professor  of  anthro- 
pology, has  turned  a  life-long  interest  in 
archeology  into  a  way  to  help  police  offi- 
cials in  murder  investigations. 


Originally  from  Florida,  Cring  grew  up  in  Europe. 
He  fell  in  love  with  Archaeology  as  a  teenager  explor- 
ing Roman  ruins  in  Spain.  He  received  his  B.A.  in 
anthropology  in  1972  and  his  M.A.  in  1978  in  biologi- 
cal anthropology  at  Florida  State  University.  He 
obtained  his  P.H.D.  at  the  University  of  Florida. 

"I  was  probably  the  only  twelve  year  old  who  knew 
how  to  spell  archaeology,"  he  concluded. "  Anthropology 
is  interesting  because  it  deals  with  anything  having  to 
do  with  history." 

At  USL,  Cring  teaches  all  four  sub-fields  of  anthro- 
pology: biological,  linguistic,  cultural  and  archaeologi- 
cal as  well  as  underwater,  medical  and  forensic  anthro- 
pologies. Cring  is  consulted  by  parish  officials  because 
of  his  expertise  in  forensic  anthropology.  He  is  asked  to 
identify  remains  pertaining  to  murder  investigations 
or  similar  cases,  like  that  of  missing  persons.  Cring  has 
been  volunteering  in  this  manner  for  about  10  years. 

"I  started  teaching  a  course  on  forensic  anthropolo- 
gy about  10  years  ago,  when  I  first  came  to  USL," 
recalled  Cring,  "  because  we  had  a  large  criminal  jus- 
tice department  that  year.  At  that  time,  forensic 
anthropology  was  still  a  relatively  new  field,  and  the 
class  attracted  many  University  police  officers  as  well 
as  criminal  justice  majors." 

Cring  explained  that  this  first  class  on  forensic 
anthropology  was  the  starting  point  of  his  involvement 
in  these  investigations. 

"In  1988,  the  following  year,  there  was  a  dismem- 
berment case  at  a  canning  plant  on  the  banks  of  the 
Vermilion,"  explained  Cring.  "An  arm  was  found  in  the 
digestion  ponds,  where  blades  chew  up  waste  products. 
The  detective  in  charge  of  the  investigation  had  taken 


my  course  the  previous  year  and  gave  me  a  call.  We 
were  able  to  identify  the  individual  but  unable  to  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  death.  I  think  an  official  statement 
was  made  that  he  died  under  suspicious  circvim- 
stances." 

Cring  also  emphasized  that  he  would  much  rather 
work  in  the  field  of  preventing  violence  rather  than 
sorting  through  its  grim  results. 

"It's  a  matter  of  business,"  he  emphasized.  "I  reaUy 
don't  relish  doing  this  kind  of  work.  I'd  rather  be 
engaged  in  prevention.  Just  about  any  biological 
anthropologist  can  do  this.  I  do  enjoy  the  detective 
work,"  Cring  said. 

Cring  firmly  believes  that  murder  is  one  of  the 
social  consequences  of  the  overpopulation  problem  the 
world  is  facing  today. 

"I  am  interested  in  murder,  genocide,  and  docu- 
menting results  of  human  behavior,"  Cring  stated.  "We 
are  usually  well  versed  in  the  environmental  conse- 
quences of  overpopulation  but  not  in  social  conse- 
quences like  these.  It's  important  to  get  the  message 
out,  the  solution  to  the  increasing  violence  in  our  soci- 
eties is  to  stem  human  population." 

Along  with  Dr.  Sparrow,  USL  Director  of  Minority 
Affairs,  Cring  speaks  about  Race  and  Racism  at  about 
five  Police  Academy  training  sessions  each  year. 

He  also  lectures  on  Forensic  Anthropology  when 
prime  investigation  techniques  are  being  studied.  "I  do 
a  two  hour  lecture  on  Forensic  Anthropology  in  which  I 
describe  the  type  of  information  that  can  be  obtained 
from  a  human  skeleton,"  he  said. 
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^^rif  Blakewood  is  passionate  about 
his  work.  An  assistant  professor  of  renew- 
able resources,  Blakewood  believes  that 
Americans  today  have  lost  touch  with 
nature  and  are  consequently,  exploiting 
their  environment. 


"The  biggest  problem  with  the  environment,"  he 
said,  "is  that  all  of  us  are  using  it,  but  none  of  us  are 
thinking  about  it.  All  of  us  are  breathing  the  air  and 
drinking  the  water.  We're  eating  the  foods  grown  in 
the  soil,  but  since  none  of  us  are  thinking  about 
these  relationships,  we  have  lost  the  ability  to  live 
responsibly." 

According  to  Blakewood,  since  the  Renaissance, 
people  have  stopped  viewing  the  earth  as  an  organic 
being  and  have  started  treating  it  like  a  machine. 
"Chickens  and  cows  are  meat  machines  and  plants 
are  also  food  machines,"  said  Blakewood.  The  prob- 
lem, according  to  some  ecopsychologists,  is  that 
human  beings  are  bom  with  an  innate  relationship  to 
nature  and  the  schism  that  is  present  today  is  exac- 
erbating feeling  of  alienation  and  disconnectedness. 

"One  of  the  drawbacks  of  modern  science,"  said 
Blakewood,  "is  that  it  has  destroyed  all  sense  that 
there  is  something  beyond  just  the  physical  realm. 
It  has  robbed  us  of  our  sense  of  the  sacred.  We  won't 
want  to  preserve  something  that  we  don't  love,  and 
that  idea  of  biophilia  is  lacking  today. 

Blakewood  appeared  on  an  AOC  program  last 
year  to  talk  about  James  Lovelock's  book,  Gaia, 
which  he  assigns  his  students  to  read.  The  work  is  a 
scientific  discussion  of  the  earth  as  a  living  entity 
and  relates  the  earth  as  a  living  entity,  or,  as  Buber 
would  say,  "I-thou"  rather  than  an  "I-it."  Blakewood 


teaches  three  environmental  science  classes  on  cam- 
pus. The  first  focuses  on  the  sustainability  of 
resources  and  the  maximation  of  their  usefulness 
without  compromising  the  availability  of  these 
resources  to  future  generations.  The  second  class  he 
teaches  contrasts  perceptions  of  the  world  with  the 
actual  function  of  the  biosphere,  while  the  third 
class  "starts  to  dissect  human  institutions  like  eco- 
nomics, politics,  religion,  and  education  to  see 
whether  or  not  they're  evolving  in  a  way  that  is  com- 
patible with  the  biosphere." 

Blakewood  said  he  appeals  to  students  because 
he  focuses  on  ideas  and  tries  to  relate  them  to  the 
real  world.  Some  of  his  senior  students  cultivate 
small  plots  of  land  to  simulate  an  ecosystem  on  a 
small  scale.  "Our  management  of  ecosystems  has  to 
happen  on  a  human  scale.  It  has  become  almost 
impossible  at  this  point  to  handle  them  at  the  glob- 
al level." 

Blakewood  said  he  tries  to  teach  his  two  young 
sons — ages  two  and  six — an  appreciation  for  the  envi- 
ronment necessary  for  a  sense  of  wholeness  by  camp- 
ing and  keeping  plenty  of  bird  feeders  in  the  yard. 

"There's  something  artificial  about  keeping 
pets,"  he  said.  "I  don't  have  anything  against  it,  but 
I  think  we  ought  to  be  able  to  move  beyond  just 
keeping  animals  as  pets  to  appreciating  them  for 
their  own  sake." 
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or  Dr.  Chris  Rodgers  Arthur  becoming 

0  teacher  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the 
world.  The  oldest  of  four  children,  Arthur 
said,  "'Both  of  my  parents  were  teachers. 

1  come  from  d  family  of  teachers." 


Born  in  Monroe,  LA,  Arthur  attended  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans  and  received  a  bache- 
lor's degree  in  psychology  with  an  emphasis  on 
special  education.  Although  she  wanted  to  stay 
close  to  home  while  going  to  graduate  school,  she 
was  recruited  by  Ohio  State  University,  the  school 
from  which  she  earned  her  Ph.D.  in  special  educa- 
tion. 

Arthur  said  that,  at  the  time,  the  campus 
population  at  Ohio  State  was  larger  than  her 
hometown. 

She  returned  to  Louisiana  in  1994,  after 
having  been  out-of-state  for  17  years,  and  began 
working  for  USL  in  September  of  that  year.  At 
USL,  she  teaches  special  education  in  the  curricu- 
lum and  instruction  department. 

"The  discipline  is  becoming  more  inclusive," 
she  said.  "We  are  rapidly  meeting  the  needs  of 
more  children." 

Coming  back  home,  Arthur  said,  has  been 
"very  rewarding.  It's  been  really  wonderful  watch- 
ing the  children  get  to  know  the  environment." 
Arthur  is  the  mother  of  four  children — Cobinah, 
Adjoa,  Ama,  and  Esi.  "I  have  one  who  graduated 
from  Lafayette  High  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  and 
I  have  one  who  starts  high  school  in  the  fall." 

Because  her  oldest  child  left  the  state  at 


such  a  young  age,  she  thinks  it  is  important  for 
the  children  to  gain  an  impression  of  the  area.  "It 
helps  them  develop  a  better  sense  of  me  as  a  per- 
son," she  said 

Arthur  said  a  trend  that  she  has  noticed  on 
°  campus  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
who  are  working  and  going  to  college.  "A  lot  of  peo- 
ple are  juggling  different  responsibilities.  I'm 
impressed  with  that.  It  shows  that  education  is 
important  to  people." 

When  asked  what  she  enjoys  doing  in  her 
spare  time,  she  said  bemusedly,  "Good  question. 
Spare  time?  Do  I  have  any?"  When  not  managing 
her  full-time  responsibilities  as  a  mother,  she  does 
a  great  deal  of  research  on  early  childhood  devel- 
opment, as  well  as  on  prevention  and  intervention 
methods  for  at-risk  children. 

"Teaching  is  an  art  and  a  science,"  Arthur 
said.  "Skills  can  be  taught  on  instruction,  but 
there's  also  an  intrinsic  quality  that  makes  a  good 
teacher. 

"A  good  teacher  helps  students  to  take  risks 
and  to  be  brave.  They  create  an  environment  in 
which  students  can  take  risks  and  remove  the 
fear  of  choosing  the  wrong  answer.  They  make  it 
O.K.  to  take  risks." 
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o  be  a  great  teacher,  one  has  to 
understand  his  or  her  students,  and 
one  must  do  their  best  to  make  the 
students  comprehend  the  subject. 


Francisca  Alonso,  a  Spanish  teacher,  does  this  not 
only  with  her  experience  as  a  teacher,  but  with  her  expe- 
riences in  her  Ufe.  Alonso  grew  up  in  Cuba  and  attended 
college  there  until  1959,  just  as  the  Cuban  Revolution 
was  starting. 

"The  country  changed,  of  course,  and  we  had  to  sign 
up  for  military  instruction  for  things  like  how  to  handle 
a  weapon,  how  to  march,  and  things  like  that,"  Alonso 
said.  "They  (the  government)  started  all  of  those  policies 
on  the  university.  I  did  not  agree  to  do  this;  there  was  no 
democracy  anymore.  In  a  communist  system,  you  have 
to  do  it.  I  couldn't  attend  the  university  after  that." 

Her  brother,  who  taught  in  Florida,  helped  to  get 
people  out  of  Cuba.  Alonso  left  Cuba  in  November,  1960 
to  live  with  her  brother  in  Florida. 

How  did  she  get  to  Louisiana?  Her  brother  had  for- 
mer students  living  in  Baton  Rouge.  "They  (the  stu- 
dents) were  talking  about  this  new  school  (LSU).  My 
brother  talked  to  them  and  said  that  his  sister  wanted 
to  continue  her  studies,  and  he  asked  if  they  could  sub- 
mit my  transcript  to  LSU.  That's  how  I  came  to 
Louisiana." 

Starting  school  was  difficult  for  Alonso.  "I  had  to 
start  form  the  bottom  up  because  I  didn't  know  any 
English  at  all.  I  studied  English  first,  and  it  was  very 
hard."  She  graduated  from  LSU  with  a  bachelors  in 
Liberal  Arts.  Coming  to  USL  was  an  accident. 

"I  was  first  going  to  LSU  for  graduate  work,  but  I 
needed  an  assistantship.  I  started  too  late,  and  all  of  the 
positions  were  taken.  Then  they  told  me  about  USL,  and 
I  started  working  on  my  master's  and  I  taught  at  the 
same  time.  I  received  my  master's  from  USL."  She  went 
to  Spain  in  1974  and  performed  doctoral  studies  through 


the  University  of  Virginia. 

When  asked  how  her  life  in  Lafayette  is  compared 
with  the  life  she  had  in  Cuba,  she  replied,  "I  can't  com- 
pare. I  grew  up  there.  That's  the  only  thing  you  know. 
Looking  at  that  life,  it  was  a  different  age  and  a  differ- 
ent time.  When  you  grow  up  and  get  older,  you  have 
another  coimtry,  another  life,  and  you  look  at  that  life  in 
a  different  way." 

Alonso's  first  intentions  were  not  to  become  a 
teacher;  actually,  she  didn't  exactly  know  what  she 
wanted  to  do.  "I  started  school  but  was  disoriented  in  the 
beginning.  It  took  about  one  year  to  find  out  what  I 
wanted  to  do.  You  have  an  idea.  You  try  the  idea  and 
then  you  work  for  it  and  finally  feel  like  you  are  in  the 
right  place." 

When  asked  what  was  one  of  the  worst  things  about 
being  a  teacher.  Alonso  replied,  "In  general,  the  attitude 
of  the  students,  because  you  can't  come  to  school  and  get 
something  for  nothing.  If  you  don't  put  in  any  effort,  you 
cannot  make  it.  But  this  is  not  the  attitude  of  all  of  my 
students." 

"I  have  wonderful  students.  They  still  come  by  and 
visit  me."  She  pointed  to  a  plant  on  her  desk  and  said, 
"That  was  given  to  me  by  one  of  my  classes  in  apprecia- 
tion. That  fulfills  you  when  students  do  things  like  that. 
Sometimes  I  receive  cards,"  she  said  leaning  over  and 
pulling  out  a  drawer  full  of  hundreds  of  cards  fi-om  her 
students.  "When  they  write  things  like  "Thank  you',  that 
is  great." 

Being  a  teacher  for  Alonso  is, ". . .  wonderful.  It's  Uke 
having  a  family.  It's  like  teaching  a  child  how  to  talk  and 
do  something  for  themselves.  I  wouldn't  change  it  for 
anything  in  the  world,"  she  said. 
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C^v/hen  Brian  Lafaye  assumed  the  position  of 
Director  of  the  University  Art  Museum  in  1 996,  he 
was  glad  to  come  back  to  South  Louisiana. 


Lafaye  grew  up  in  New  Orleans,  and  he  still  has 
family  members  living  in  the  southern  part  of  Louisiana. 

"I  wanted  to  get  back  to  South  Louisiana  because  of 
the  joy  of  life  that  exists  here,"  he  said.  "Lafayette  has  a 
great  art  community,  and  I  was  truly  impressed  with  the 
quality  of  the  University's  permanent  collection  which 
includes  over  1,000  objects." 

Lafaye  completed  his  bachelor's  degree  in  Fine  Arts 
at  Louisiana  College,  a  private  college,  in  Pineville,  La.  He 
then  moved  on  to  graduate  school  at  Clemson  University 
in  South  Carolina  where  he  taught  Art  History  as  a 
Teaching  Assistant.  After  receiving  his  master's  degree  in 
fine  arts  at  Clemson,  his  passion  for  art  lead  him  to  take 
a  job  as  a  curator  of  exhibitions  and  collections  at  the 
Alexandria  Museum  of  Art  for  two  years. 

"I  really  like  working  in  a  University  environment," 
Lafaye  commented,  "I  missed  the  kind  of  dialogue  that 
occurs  in  an  academic  setting.  I  was  also  excited  to  learn 
that  part  of  the  requirements  of  this  position  would  be  to 
teach  a  course  each  semester  in  Visual  Arts." 

Lafaye  teaches  a  class  in  visual  arts  appreciation 
every  semester  He  averages  about  125  students  a  class. 

"It's  a  pretty  large  class,"  he  remarked.  "It  covers 
25,000  years  of  art  history  in  four  months  so  there's  a  lot  • 
of  information.  I've  taught  seminar  classes  in  the  past,  so 
I  try  to  deliver  the  textbook  information  while  approach- 
ing the  class  fi"om  a  seminar  perspective.  I  encourage  stu- 
dents to  share  their  ideas  and  their  perceptions  on  what 
they  are  seeing.  This  class  opens  channels  for  conversa- 
tion. I  try  to  challenge  my  students'  notions  about  art." 

Lafaye  is  continually  challenging  his  own  notions 


and  perceptions  about  art  as  an  artist  who  often  reevalu- 
ates and  makes  adjustments  to  his  own  work.  He  calls 
himself  a  "painter  by  trade." 

"I  walk  a  line  between  abstraction  and  representa- 
tional art,"  Lafaye  said,  in  reference  to  his  own  work. 
"Pure  abstraction  is  specifically  geared  towards  a  spiritu- 
al search.  The  artist  is  looking  internally.  It's  more  of  an 
isolated  experience,  whereas  representational  art  deals 
more  with  human  kind's  situation.  I've  been  using  a  lot  of 
painting  of  chairs  in  my  new  work  to  represent  the  para- 
dox between  stability  and  chaos  in  our  life.  I  incorporate 
beeswax  in  my  art  to  portray  the  rawness  of  nature  and  to 
give  the  paintings  a  skin-like  or  flesh-like  siuface  as  well." 

As  an  artist,  Lafaye  has  had  his  work  exhibited  at 
the  Shooting  Star  Gallery  in  New  Orleans  in  1996  dnd 
has  two  exhibitions  scheduled  for  1997,  one  at  the  Cafe 
Des  Amis  in  Breaux  Bridge  and  one  at  the  Alexandria 
Museum  of  Arts. 

"This  job  allows  me  to  focus  more  on  my  work," 
Lafaye  pointed  out.  "I  had  no  time  for  that  when  I  was 
working  as  a  Curator.  I  would  like  to  try  and  exhibit 
more." 

Lafaye  feels  that  his  position  also  presents  a  very 
challenging  task.  "The  University  and  the  Lafayette 
Community  demand  arid  deserve  a  museum  that  they  can 
be  proud  of,"  he  added.  "We  have  a  great  responsibility  to 
bring  to  this  community  art  that  people  wouldn't  neces- 
sarily have  an  opportunity  to  see.  I  also  feel  a  responsi- 
bility towards  the  students  who  graciously  give  us  great 
programming  funds  out  of  their  tuition." 
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ust  like  a  caterpillar  becomes  a  butterfly, 
Susan  Barnett  has  made  the  sucessful  transi- 


Barnett  is  the  Student  Government 
Association's  full-time  secretary.  She  is  also  a 
full-time  mom  to  two  boys — Kris  and  Gary. 

A  native  of  Lafayette,  Barnett  has  worked 
with  SGA  since  1994.  "Even  though  I  lived  in 
Alaska  for  six  years,  due  to  my  husband's  enlist- 
ment in  the  military,  Lafayette  and  USL  have 
and  always  will  be  my  home,"  she  said. 

Barnett  attended  USL  from  1969-71,  and  at 
that  time,  majored  in  art  and  architecture.  She 
returned  to  USL  in  1989  and  pursued  an  associ- 
ate of  business  science  degree.  After  graduation, 
she  made  the  successful  change  from  student  to 
university  employee. 

Barnett  keeps  the  SGA  running  smoothly  by 
handling  all  of  the  paperwork  that  goes  in  and 
out  of  the  office.  She  also  takes  messages  for 
SGA  members,  records  the  minutes  of  meetings 
and  processes  the  applications  of  students  who 
wish  to  run  for  office.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the 
SGA  Scholarship  Committee  and  helps  out  the 
yearbook  staff  during  the  year  as  well. 

"I  just  love  my  job,"  Barnett  said.  "What  else 
can  I  say,  I  love  it.  The  SGA  is  a  great  organiza- 
tion. I  want  the  students  of  USL  to  know  that  I 
am  always  here  to  help.  If  I  can't  help  them  with 


their  problem,  I  will  try  my  hardest  to  help  them 
find  a  way  to  solve  it." 

At  4:30  p.m.  Barnett  makes  a  daily  meta- 
morphosis, one  from  employee  to  mom.  "I  like  to 
spend  time  with  my  boys.  Gary  and  Kris  are  my 
life,  and  I  am  proud  of  them  both." 

Kris,  a  senior  in  high  school,  was  born  about 
six  miles  from  the  north  pole.  Gary  is  a  student 
at  USL  and  is  following  in  his  mom's  footsteps  by 
majoring  in  business. 

When  asked  about  USL's  growth  over  the 
years  that  she  has  been  on  campus,  Barnett  stat- 
ed "I  feel  the  university  has  grown  for  the  good  of 
the  students,  and  this  really  makes  this  univer- 
sity stand  clearly  above  the  rest." 

When  not  in  her  roles  as  secretary  or  mom, 
Barnett  enjoys  reading  Dean  Kootz,  walking, 
sketching,  and  working  with  her  hands.  She  also 
likes  to  travel.  She  spent  17  years  traveling  with 
her  husband  and  her  kids  as  a  military  wife. 

"My  favorite  place  is  Alaska;  it  is  beautiful." 

5^ 
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erry  McGuire,  Director  of  Creative  Writing  at  I 
USL  and  Faculty  Advisor  to  the  Southwestern  | 
Review,  the  English  Department's  yearly  journal  | 


publication,  always  wanted  to  be  a  teacher.  | 


"I've  always  thought  of  myself  as  a  teacher,  "  McGuire 
explained.  "Years  ago,  when  I  was  in  the  service,  we  were 
brought  to  a  big  g3Tnnasium  and  asked  to  fill  out  papers 
about  our  long  term  goals.  I  was  only  nineteen  years  old, 
but  I  knew  I  wanted  to  get  my  B.A.,  M.A.,  and  Ph.D.  at 
certain  dates  and  then  become  a  professor." 

McGuire  has  been  teaching  Creative  Writing  under- 
graduate and  graduate  classes  at  USL  since  1995. 
Having  taught  at  other  institutions,  he  feels  this 
University  offers  a  unique  teaching  experience. 

"Every  teaching  situation  is  its  own  package,"  he 
stressed.  "Students  are  made  up  of  a  different  mix  of  peo- 
ple in  each  place.  I  am  most  comfortable  with  places  that 
have  a  vivid  culture  enabling  people  to  know  who  they 
are.  Here,  people  have  a  cultural  tradition  that  they  are 
relsdng  on,  but  they  also  understand  that  tradition  does- 
n't solve  everything,  that  change  is  constantly  something 
they  need  to  pay  attention  to." 

After  serving  in  the  U.S.  Air  Force  for  four  years,  (from 
1966  to  1970),  he  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University  in 
1976  as  a  Summa  Cum  Laude  with  bachelor's  degrees  in 
English  and  Linguistics.  Even  though  getting  a  master's 
degree  was  part  of  his  academic  plan,  he  decided  to  go 
straight  for  his  Ph.D.  at  the  State  University  of  New  York 
at  Buffalo.  He  succeeded  in  1981  when  he  obtained  his 
Doctorate  in  English  Poetics  with  a  Minor  in  Rhetoric  and 
Linguistics. 

After  teaching  at  the  State  University  College  in 
Buffalo,  the  University  of  Florida  in  Gainesville,  and  the 
Widener  University  in  Pennsylvania,  McGuire  had  an 
opportunity  to  be  a  lecturer  of  Poetics  and  American 


Literature  for  two  years  (from  1985  to  1987)  in  Rumania 
on  a  Fulbright  Fellowship. 

"I  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  Nikolai  Ceaucescu 
totalitarian  government,"  McGuire  specified.  "His  regime 
and  police  force  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  make  con- 
tact with  Rumanians.  I  especially  wanted  to  learn  as 
much  as  I  could  from  poets  in  that  part  of  the  world." 

His  stay  in  Rumania  seems  to  have  influenced  his  phi- 
losophy about  life  and  suffering. 

""I  want  to  try  and  understand  the  world  and  do  what 
it  takes  to  contribute  to  the  discussion  of  how  people  suf- 
fer in  failing  to  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  life.  I  want  to 
persuade  people  to  gain  a  clearer  understanding  of  the 
suffering  going  on  in  the  world  instead  of  tr3dng  to  solve 
the  situation  by  using  violent  means  which  usually  don't 
work." 

McGuire  writes  poetry  and  short  fiction  and  has  pub- 
lished a  book  entitled,  The  Flagpole  Dance,  in  1990  as 
well  as  several  articles  on  film  and  Shakespeare  in  dif- 
ferent scholarly  journals. 

He  is  very  interested  in  film  as  a  discipline  and  how  it 
relates  to  literature. 

"I'm  interested  in  film  as  an  art  form  that  appeals  to 
the  eye  whereas  literature  appeals  to  the  mind,"  McGuire 
explained.  "I  like  the  immediacy  of  film.  I  like  to  study 
how  an  audience  or  individuals  process  a  visual 
metaphor,  an  image.  I  do  Film  Studies  which  is  a  disci- 
pline that  studies  how  films  are  made,  and  how  they  pro- 
ject their  meaning.  Filming  is  a  tool  that  can  be  used  to 
explore  diverse  themes,  like  myths  for  example." 
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CommvnitY  College  BIll  Equals 
Closed  ADmissions  fof^VSL 


On  June  23,  the  State  Legislature — on  the  final 
day  of  its  1997  session — passed  a  bill  that  would 
establish  the  South  Louisiana  Community  College. 
The  House  voted  88-0  to 
accept  the  bill. 

As  a  result,  USL  began 
preparations  to  become  a 
closed  admissions  univer- 
sity, possibly  by  the  fall  of 
1998,  when  the  community 
college  system  is  in  opera- 
tion. 

"It's  not  definite  yet 
because  we  have  not  peti- 
tioned the  Board  of 
Trustees,"  Dr.  Gary 
Marotta,  Vice  President  for 
Academic  Affairs  told  The 
Vermilion  last  summer. 
"Dr.  Authement  has  told 
me  to  get  a  planning  group 
together  to  set  up  some 
guidelines." 

Marotta,  along  with 
Director  of  Academic 
Planning  Barbara  Cicardo,  Vice  President  for 
Information  Technology  Delia  Bonnette,  Director  of 
Minority  Affairs  Kathleen  Sparrow,  and  Director  of 
Institutional  Research  Harry  Hebert,  will  make 
recommendations  to  the  University  Council  to  dis- 
cuss the  aspects  of  closed  admissions  at  USL. 


The  Board  of  Trustees,  according  to  Marotta, 
has  the  final  determination  for  criteria  for  closed 
admissions  at  the  university.  "We  will  make  recom- 
mendations on  what  the 
requirements  would  be." 
High  school  GPA,  high 
school  class  rank,  and  ACT 
scores  will  probably  be  used 
in  some  combination  to 
determine  entrance 
requirements,  much  like 
the  matrix  the  NCAA  uses 
to  determine  who  receives 
athletic  scholarships, 
Marotta  said. 

The  final  determination 
of  entrance  requirements 
will  be  set  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  USL  is 
expected  to  gradually 
increase  the  criteria  over 
time. 

The  move  to  closed 
admissions  is  expected  to 
save  the  university  money 
on  remedial  classes,  although  USL  does  not  expect 
to  eliminate  all  remedial  classes.  The  move  will  also 
add  to  the  prestige  of  the  University  as  a  whole  and 
increase  the  prestige  that  is  associated  with  a 
degree  from  USL. 
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"  are  the  best  in  the  state.  We 

are,  and  that's  been  proven  by  an  indepen 
dent  rating  organization  that  came  in,  and 
they  told  us  we  are  the  best  biology 
department  in  the  state.  No  ifs,  ands,  or 
buts  about  it/'  James  M.  Willett  said. 


One  of  the  reasons  USL's  biology  department 
excels  is  the  involvement  of  the  students  in  the 
learning  process,  Willett  said.  "We  want  to  make  it 
interesting  for  students." 

Willett  is  the  laboratory  coordinator  for  the  biol- 
ogy department.  He  was  born  in  Oklahoma  but, 
"raised  here  in  Louisiana — fourth  grade  through 
college.  So,  I  consider  myself  some  sort  of  a  semi- 
Cajun,  even  though  I  don't  speak  French,"  he  said 
smiling. 

Willett  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  bacteriolo- 
gy from  SLI  fSouthwe.st  Louisiana  Institute)  in 
1957,  before  the  school's  name  was  changed  to  USL. 
He  earned  his  master's  degree  from  USL  in  1990.  "I 
thought  if  they  went  ahead  and  made  the  name 
change  to  the  University  of  Louisiana,  it  would  be 
neat  to  get  another  degree  here.  Then,  I  would  have 
three  degrees  from  three  different  schools)  at  the 
same  place,"  Willett  said  laughing  with  delight  at 
the  idea. 

In  the  inter\'al  between  earning  his  degrees, 
Willett  led  an  interesting  life.  He  first  joined  the 
Navy.  He  had  joined  the  Navy  Reser\'e  when  he  was 
a  senior  in  high  school  and  stayed  in  it  when  he 
went  to  college.  After  college,  he  earned  an  ensign's 
bar  in  the  Navy.  "I  sailed  on  little  ships,"  Willett 
said.  Asked  what  his  job  was,  he  said,  "Well,  since  I 


had  a  degree  in  bacteriology,  they  made  me  an  anti- 
submarine warfare  officer  since  I  knew  absolutely 
nothing  about  it."  He  chose  the  Na\y,  "because  the 
food  was  supposed  to  be  better." 

•Just  before  he  was  discharged  from  the  Na\'y, 
Willett  went  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  visit  some 
friends.  "I  saw  the  National  Institute  of  Health  and 
went  in  and  filled  out  an  application  blank  and  had 
a  call  waiting  for  me  when  I  got  home  two  days 
later,"  he  said.  "Which  i  the  institute)  is  ju.st  a  great 
big  teaching  and  research  hospital,"  Willett 
explained.  "I  was  a  microbiologist,  what  we  call  a 
bench  microbiologist." 

A  sujien-'isor  asked  Willett  if  he  would  be  inter- 
ested in  a  different  job.  The  super\-i5or  asked  if 
Willett  would  be  interested  in  a  job  as  a-DIFCO  rep- 
resentative. "It's  Digestive  Ferments  Co.  \Miat  they 
do  is  make  dehydrated  culture  medium  that's  used 
in  the  microbiologA-  laboraton.-.  Basically  it's  a  sales 
job.  There  were  only  12  of  us  'culture  salesmen;  in 
the  nation."  Willett  said. 

U.SL's  biolog>-  department  is  excellent.  Willett 
said.  But.  he  doesn't  feel  that  the  department  is 
properly  recognized.  "It  would  be  nice  if  all  of  the 
faculty  were  jjaid  what  they  are  worth,"  Willett 
^aid. 
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occer  has  taken  off  in  popularity  in 
Lafayette  lately,  and  David  Chaney,  is 
one  person  who  can  be  credited  with 
much  of  soccer^s  popularity  in  Acadiana. 
His  life  has  practically  revolved  around 
the  sport. 
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Chaney  is  the  coach  of  the  USL  soccer  team.  By  his 
second  season,  David  had  coached  the  team  to  the  Gulf 
Coast  Soccer  Conference  Championship  and  then 
helped  the  team  into  the  semi-finals  at  regional  com- 
petition in  Houston,  Texas,  where  they  lost  to 
Southwest  Texas,  which  came  out  third  in  Nationals. 

Besides  coaching  the  USL  team,  Chaney  is  active- 
ly involved  in  the  community.  He  is  currently  involved 
with  coaching  a  U-18  girls  select  team,  the  Cajun  Ice, 
the  ESA  high  school  boy's  varsity  team,  and  an  adult 
team  that  he  formed  with  the  players  from  the  uni- 
versitjr's  team  to  keep  them  in  shape  during  the  off 
season. 

However,  Chaney  was  a  player  before  he  was  a 
coach,  and  has  been  plajdng  soccer  since  he  was  ten 
years  old.  He  played  recreational  soccer  before  mov- 
ing up  to  the  select  level  with  the  Baton  Rouge 
Jaguars.  That  was  the  beginning  of  some  of  the  most 
enjoyable  times  of  his  life.  He  loved  "traveling  around 
with  the  guys;  they  were  great."  And  travel  they  did, 
even  as  far  as  Europe,  where  they  played  against  a 
professional  club's  practice  team  before  going  to  the 
Aberdeen  International  Football  Festival  in  Scotland. 
There,  they  made  it  to  the  semifinals  but  lost  to 
Canada. 

Chaney  lettered  in  soccer  for  four  years  at 
Acadiana  High  School  where  the  team  made  it  to  the 
state  semi-finals.  Then,  he  went  to  William  Carey 
College,  in  Mississippi,  where  the  team  made  it  to 
nationals  one  year. 


In  college,  Chaney  had  two  ambitions.  One  was  to 
play  soccer  at  the  college  level,  and  the  other  was  to 
open  a  store  dedicated  to  just  soccer  He  said,  "I  was 
sick  and  tired  of  ordering  through  catalogs  where  I 
had  to  wait  almost  a  whole  season  for  them  to  come  in, 
and  half  the  time,  they  were  the  wrong  size." 

So,  in  1995,  Chaney  opened  his  own  store  called 
"Chaney's  Not  Just  Soccer" 

In  1997,  he  had  a  shot  at  a  "dream  come  true." 
Officials  announced  that  a  semi-professional  indoor 
soccer  team — the  Lafayette  SwampCats — was  being 
created.  Chaney  remarked  "when  I  was  in  High 
School,  the  only  chances  for  someone  to  play  profes- 
sional was  to  be  in  the  top  five  percent  of  players  and 
to  get  on  a  team  overseas  in  Europe." 

Ten  years  after  high  school,  he  got  his  chance.  The 
added  bonus  was  that  it  was  in  his  home  town. 
Chaney  is  slightly  older  than  the  other  players,  but  he 
feels  that  his  "experience  equates  the  age  difference." 

At  first,  he  was  unsure  over  whether  or  not  to  try 
out,  but  as  he  always  told  his  teams,  "give  it  a  shot, 
you  never  know  until  you  try.  I  guess  I  had  to  take  my 
own  medicine."  He  began  running  on  his  own,  and 
working  on  his  techniques  and  ball  skills  by  practicing 
with  the  teams  he  coached.  He  was  up  to  4-5  miles  a 
day,  and  going  strong  until  he  broke  his  finger  and 
almost  had  to  sit  out  the  season.  Luckily,  he  healed  in 
time  for  training  camp  and  was  able  to  play  for  the 
Swampcats.  Chaney  looks  forward  to  coaching  at  USL 
again  next  season. 
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^^^arning  a  degree  from  USL  seems  to  be  a  tra- 
dition in  the  Gorber  family.  But  not  just  any  degree. 
Chemical  engineering  is  apparently  in  the  family's 
blood.  Dr.  James  D.  Gorber  is  one  of  Louisiana's 
native  sons.  A  resident  of  Broussard,  he  said  he 
thinks  that  serving  as  a  role  model  is  important. 


Garber  earned  his  bachelor's  degree  in  chemical 
engineering  from  USL  and  then  went  to  Georgia  Tech 
for  his  master's  and  Ph.D.  in  chemical  engineering. 

"So,  you  might  say  that  I  was  able  to  come  back 
home.  My  parents  still  live  in  Broussard.  My  brother  is 
a  chemical  engineer  from  (a  graduate  of)  this  depart- 
ment. My  son  is  a  graduate  of  this  department.  And,  my 
stepfather  worked  for  this  department  for  awhile  when  I 
first  came  down  here,"  Garber  said.  He  agrees  that  USL 
has  been  an  important  part  of  his  family's  tradition. 

"My  folks  were  involved  in  the  old  Billeaud  sugar 
factory  in  Broussard.  And,  I'd  hang  around  there  and 
talk  to  some  of  the  people.  The  process  of  getting  solid 
sugar  from  cane  juice,  it  was  interesting,"  Garber  said.  A 
high-school  teacher  at  St.  Cecilia  in  Broussard  helped 
spur  his  interest  in  chemistry,  an  interest  that  led  him 
to  USL  and  Georgia  Tech. 

After  earning  his  doctorate,  Garber  worked  with 
Union-Camp  in  Georgia,  the  world's  largest  paper  mill 
at  the  time.  "It  was  also  the  world's  largest  polluter  So, 
a  lot  of  my  job  was  in  water  pollution  and  air  pollution. 
And,  I  got  involved  in  some  of  their  corrosion  problems. 
That  turned  out  to  be  my  current  area  of  expertise," 
Garber  said. 

In  his  position  as  assistant  to  the  dean,  Garber  said 
that  he  is  responsible  for  helping  to  work  out  the  faculty 
work  loads  and  schedules.  "Sometimes  you  pick  up 
things  (courses)  that  you  hadn't  planned  on,"  Garber 
said  laughing.  "But,  we  pride  ourselves  on  keeping  the 
the  faculty  (in  the  classes).  Our  students  never  see  grad- 


uate students  teaching,  not  in  our  engineering  courses." 

A  significant  part  of  Garber's  work  deals  with 
grants  to  perform  corrosion  studies  for  state  depart- 
ments and  private  companies.  "Right  now,  I  have  four 
grants.  Two  of  them  are  oil  companies.  Then,  I  have  a 
third  grant  with  the  state's  department  of  transporta- 
tion. Where  we  are  trying  to  protect  culverts,  and  keep 
from  having  to  dig  up  the  interstate,"  Garber  said.  The 
fourth  grant  deals  with  the  protection  of  equipment. 

Garber  literally  wrote  the  book  on  corrosion,  as  well 
as  numerous  articles  for  professional  journals  that  also 
relate  to  corrosion.  "It's  a  graduate  text  that  I  use  called 
Advanced  Corrosion  Engineering.'  I  published  it  myself 
In  a  graduate  case,  we  actually  give  it  to  the  students," 
Garber  said.  He  explained  that  his  book  is  still  a  work 
in  progress,  because  he  keeps  adding  to  it. 

His  work  has  led  him  around  the  world.  "I've  been 
to  Jakarta,  Singapore,  London,  a  lot  of  oilfield  related 
areas,"  he  said.  But,  teaching  and  helping  his  engineer- 
ing students  learn  and  even  pay  for  school  are  critical 
factors  in  his  career.  "I  set  up  a  program  where  we  give 
scholarships  to  all  of  our  students  who  have  a  3.0  aver- 
age (or  better).  It's  $250  for  (each  of)  the  fall  and  spring 
semesters,"  Garber  explained. 

"I  get  calls  quite  often,  I'd  say  twice  a  week,  fi-om 
municipalities,  paper  mills,  sugar  mills,  refineries,  fi-om 
the  oilfield.  Just  quick  questions;  can  I  use  this  metal  in 
this  (fluid).  It's  not  always  a  quick  answer,  but  it's  a 
quick  question,"  Garber  laughed, 


^  believe  teaching  is  the  best  way  for  me  to 
affect  the  future/'  said  33-year-old  Irvin  Esters.  "I 
know  some  of  my  students  will  do  great  things/' 
Esters  is  an  education  professor  at  USL  who  plans 
on  making  a  career  in  Lafayette. 


"My  wife  Monica  and  two  sons  Erin,  10,  and  Zack 
,7,  and  I  want  to  stay  here  and  get  back  to  our  roots. 
USL  is  a  pioneer  of  universities,  and  I  want  to  be 
apart  of  it,"  said  Esters. 

Esters  is  originally  from  Elton,  Louisiana.  He 
attended  Elton  High  School  and  received  a  B.S.  in  edu- 
cation from  McNeese  State.  He  also  earned  a  M.Ed,  in 
counseling.  Esters  attended  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  earned  his  Ph.D.  in  counseling  and 
educational  psychology. 

Esters  believes  that  USL  is  a  diverse  university. 
"USL  also  has  vision,  leadership,  and  a  good  and  excit- 
ing time."  Currently  Esters  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
education  (counselor  education).  His  duties  include 
teaching  graduate  and  undergraduate  courses  in  edu- 
cation and  counseling,  as  well  as  the  supervision  of 
student  teachers. 

He  has  also  taught  at  Lyon  College,  Welsh- 
Roanoke  Junior  High  School,  Sulphur  High,  and 
Hathaway  High. 

Esters  also  has  high  expectations  when  it  comes  to 
his  students.  "I  expect  dedication,  effort,  reflection,  and 
the  willingness  to  challenge  status  quo  out  of  my  stu- 
dents. I  want  to  give  my  students  the  opportunity  to 
excel  and  to  take  pride  in  a  job  well  done.  I  want  stu- 
dents to  be  able  to  ask  good  questions  after  they  com- 
plete my  class." 


Student  involvement  is  high  on  Ester's  list,  and  it's 
an  area  in  which  he  leads  by  example. 

Esters  has  been  involved  in  many  programs  and 
has  also  received  several  honors  in  his  academic 
career.  He  was  a  residence  hall  director  at  McNeese 
state  and  was  an  honors  fellow  at  The  University  of 
Mississippi.  He  has  also  been  recognized  by  Kappa 
Delta  Pi  Honor  Society,  Sigma  Xi  Research  Society,  and 
was  awarded  the  Outstanding  Presentation  in  Social 
Science,  for  Excellence  in  Research  at  the  Doctoral 
Level,  and  as  a  Wye  Fellow,  The  Aspen  Institute,  1996. 

Esters  has  taught  Educational  Psychology, 
Introduction  to  Counseling,  Internship/Seminar  in 
Education,  Child  Development,  Adolescent 
Development,  Psychology  of  Personality,  History  and 
Systems  of  Psychology,  Psychological  Testing, 
Measurement  and  Assessment,  and  Introduction  to 
Education. 

Along  the  way,  he  still  finds  time  to  be  a  loving 
husband,  father,  traveler,  and  teacher. 

This  summer  Esters  traveled  to  Italy.  There, 
he  took  a  group  of  14  college  graduates  around  Italy. 
"I  love  to  travel  and  be  outdoors,"  commend  Esters, 
who  enjoys  hiking,  scuba  diving,  rock  climbing,  family 
camping,  basketball,  and  reading. 
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Colophon  :  Finishing 


The  L'Acadien  Yearbook  operates  with  the 
l  i  eedom  of  the  press  and  protections  of  the  First 
Amendment  of  the  United  States  Constitution. 

■jiyrri^i'f     • — Volume  79  of  L'Acadien  was  pubUshed 
by  Taylor  Publishing  Company,  1550  West 
Mockingbird,  Dallas,  Texas,  75235,  through  an  open- 
bid  contract  with  the  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Office  of  Purchasing. 

An  assessment  of  twelve  dollars  per  full- 
time  undergraduate  student  was  included 
m  the  fall  semester  registration  to 
fund  the  production  of  the 
L'Acadien . 

The  book  was  designed 
using  Macintosh  computers. 
All  layouts  were  designed 
by  in-house  graphic  artists 
under  supervision  of  the 
Editor.  Quark  Express, 
Adobe  Illustrator,  and 
Photoshop  were  all  used 
for  various  computer 
illustrations,  artwork, 
and  type  effects.  All  pic- 
tures were  scanned  into 
Photoshop  using  (in 
house)  the  Microtek 
Scanmaker  E3  and  a 
Minolta  Quickscan  35  neg- 
ative scanner.  Camera  ready 
laser  proofs  were  printed  in- 
house  on  an  Apple  LaserWriter 
4/600  and  sent  to  Taylor  on 
Iomega  Zip  100  Megabyte  disks  for 
reproduction  and  binding.  The  book 
was  printed  using  offset  lithography. 

Type  faces  used  include  Avant  Garde,  Futura, 
Papyrus,  EXeCE+  L1GH  +  ,  C^^/,  Delmonica,  FllAson, 
New  Century  Schoolbook,  Arquilccfura,  iDIELPHIAN, 

Garamond,  Love  Letter  Typewriter,  111,  Flourish, 
Rc^uUk  Jo«,  iiwWiRtt®,  Baltane,  HlUl,  Hum,  Impact, 
American  Typewriter,  ¥4Cf  fcrffgil^N, 
LAGNIAPPE,  and  others. 

The  cover  design  was  developed  through  con- 
junction with  the  Art  Directors,  Editor,  and 
Photography  Editor. 

Copy  was  assigned  to  staff  and  contributing 
writers  by  the  Copy  Editor.  Upon  submission  of  the 


also  proofed  by  assistant  editors  and  the  Copy  editor 
for  submission  to  the  publishing  company. 

All  Photos  were  chosen  by  the  Photography 
Editor,  Art  Director,  and  Copy  Editor.  All  black  and 
white  photos  were  shot,  processed,  and  developed,  by 
staff  members  or  contributing  photographers.  Color 
photos  were  shot  by  staff  members  or  contributing 
photographers  and  printed  by  local  processing  ser- 
vices. Student  and  faculty  portraits  were  submit- 
ted by  USL  Parking  and  Transit  in  con- 
junction with  the  student  identifica- 
tion card  process  and  transformed 
into  Macintosh  TIFF  format 
using  Graphic  Convertor. 
National  News  and  Music 
photos  were  contributed  by 
RM  Photo  Service,  Inc. 

Sorority  and  frater- 
nities group  shots  were 
either  taken  by  staff  pho- 
tographers, turned  in  by 
members,  or  submitted 
by  national  composite 
picture  companies. 
Missing  group  or  greek 
organizations  shots  did 
not  make  an  appointment 
or  did  not  turn  in  a  photo 
after  repeated  requests. 
Special  thanks  are  in  need 
for  Lucien  Gastineau,  the 
L'Acadien  Faculty  Advisor,  for 
his  interest  and  hard  work  in  our 
book.  Also,  thanks  to  the  Taylor 
Sales  Representatives,  Mark  David  and 
Jeremy  Broussard. 
The  1997  L'Acadien,  Volume  79,  is  copyrighted 
and  may  not  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  except  for 
educational  purposes,  without  prior  written  consent 
of  the  current  editor  in  chief,  the  USL 
Communication  Committee,  and  the  USL  Vice 
President  of  Student  Affairs. 

Inquiries,  suggestions,  information  on  articles, 
photos,  employment,  etc.  and  especially  comments  on 
the  on  the  yearbook  can  be  directed  to  L'Acadien, 
USL  PO  Box  40533,  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  70504,  or 
at  (318)  482-6961.  Thank  You  for  supporting  another 
outstanding  USL  Yearbook. 


403. 


GENTS  I 


Serviced  By: 

Waste  Management 

of  Acadiana 

318-261-0430 


ntertalnment 
Editor 


Greeks  &  Groups  Editor 


Layout  &  Design 


Layout  &  Design 


Writer  &  Photographer 


Other  Contributors 


Photographers: 

Gwen  Aucoin 
Tracy  Gardner 
Jason  Kaliszeski 
Jane  Landry 
Rachel le  Roy 

Writers: 

Laura  Broussard 
Robin  Guidry 
Todd  Latiolais 
Danielle  Scallan 
Jason  Tonglet 
Kacy  Watts 

Special  Thanks  to  Mike  Guidry 
for  Programming  Support 


Writer 


Staff  Advisor 


